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PREFACE 


\HE public will be acquainted, by the con⸗ 
tents of theſe ſheets, and by the Reflections 


upon tbe affairs of the Dilſidents, printed in Lon- 
don this year, with the true ſituation of the Pro- 


teſtants and Greeks in Poland. Every one, that 
_ duly . conſiders. what · is here ſaid, muſt be con- 


vinced, that, by divers ways, they have been op- 
preſſed for many years; and that they do not aik 
their religious and civil liberties as a favour, but 
that they may demand them as a right. 

The Arians and Socinians are not tolerated in 
Poland: the Jews are only ſo during the King's 


and the Republic's pleaſure. But the Proteſtants 


and the Greeks have there, not only a toleration, 


but a Right, as well founded as the fundamental 
Laws themſelves, given in the year 1572, when 
the liberty of electing a King in a more free man- 


ner, and obliging him by oath, was farſt ſecured.* 
And as the Peace of Weſtphalia has laid 2 
foundation for the Rights of the Roman Catholics 


as well as the Proteſtants ; in like manner Þ have 
the Roman Catholics, together with the Proteſt- 
ants and Greeks, in Poland, reſerved to them- 

ſelves, by the Confederacy in 1572, confirmed by 


the Treaty of Oliva in 1660, their reſpective Pri- 
vileges and Rights: both parties, at that time, 
going under the ſame general denomination, both 


being called Diſſidents. 


It cannot be denied, that at this particular pe- 


riod, the Proteſtants and nn were more nu- 


* * et libertates Diſidentium in Polonia, in fol. Fun- 


damenta liberæ religionis evangelicorum in Pol. in fol. Co- 
yer's hiſtory of John Sobieſki, p. 16, &c. and here, p. 10. 


+ AQa an pacis Olivenſis, Böhmii, 1 in 40, vol. II. 
„ N 
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merous than the, Roman Catholics, e in 
the Senate. 4 | 


* However, ſince the Senatorſhips 10 Tell an the 


Staroſtics || are not her-ditary, but granted by the 
King alone, it can, on that account, be eaſily 


com prehended, in what manner they might, from 


time to time, be loſt by the Diſſidents; and that 
Sigiſmund III. could boaſt that he had found an 


heretical Senate, and yet had leſt but few heretics 


in it. Under his long reigh of 45 years, moſt of 
the places of honour and profit paſſed from the 


Diſſidents into the hands of the Roman Catholics 


and now it became cuſtomary, that a place 65814 | 
not be obtained without the utmoſt difficulty, ex- 
cept the candidate embraced the Roman Catholic 


Religion, SIT 


But fo far was it fem the difginal Conſtitution 
of the Republic, that there ſhould have been a 
Law, whereby they were rendered incapable of 
Holding theſe offices, that a Proteſtant was not 
even excluded from the royal dignity. On this 


account it is, that the Proteſtants and Greeks were 


juſtly ſurpriſed and diſſatisfied, when in 1633, at 


the coronation of King Uladigaus IV. the Pri- 


mate ventured to aJert, in his Speech, that the 


ſcepter was only held by the Roman Catholic Reli- 


/ 70 inſtead of ſaying, by the Catholic Religion.“ 


Moreover, many of the Diſſident Nobility have 
ber en induced to come over to the Romiſh Church, 


by intermarriages with Roman Catholics. For 
even in caſe the Diſſident party remained firm in 
irs Conſeſſion of faith, yet the Roman Catholic 
0 lergy moved! heaven 1 EE} to 8 to o them- | 


1 ſelves 


1 Piaſecii, Epiſcopi Pramiſtienſis; . in fol. oe 
41, 42. The Senate in Poland is the ſame as the Houſe of 
Peers in England. Coyer, p. 20. 


|| Governments or Baronies granted by . King for life, 
* Piaſee, p p. 459- "Refers" on the Dit, p. 12; 
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P R E F A CE. 
glves the education of the children; and this they 


endeavoured to bring about by troubleſome law 
luits, though, by the matrimonial contract, it had 


been otherwiſe agreed upon.“ 

Sickneſs + alſo has been a means whereby many 
of the Nobility, or at leaft their children, have 
been drawn off from the Proteſtant communion. 
The Proteſtant Nobility live, for the moſt part, 
at their country-ſeats, where no Proteſtant clergy- 


mancan come near them, without running great 


riſk : The Roman Catholic Clergy, by a ſort of 
force, enter the. houſes of the Proteſtants when 
they are ſick, againſt theirs and their friends con- 


ſent; and if they cannot perſuade them to become 
Roman Catholics, while in their ſenſes, they how- 


ever adminiſter to them the ficrament;” or they 
put the wafer into their mouths, when they are at 
the laſt gaſp; and if, peradventure, the patients 
recover, then they are in a manner obliged to re- 
main in the communion of the Roman Catholic 
church; or in caſe they die, they are buried as 
Roman Catholics, and their children are, by 


compulſion, brought vp in the Roman Catholic 


Religion. 


Many of the Proteſtant Nobility become Roman 
Catholics in their youth, before they arrive at years 


of diſcretion : In the earlieſt period of their lives, 


they conſtantly reſide in villages, and their attend- 
ants are, for the moſt-part, Roman Catholics : 


this has been the cauſe that many have been per- 
ſuaded, by promiſes or by preſents, ro become 


Rowen Catholics. Some have alſo been taken 
away from their parents when living, by craft or 
violence; while others have, after their death, 


been nen pon by their Roman Catholic guar- 


Clans, 
* See the Caſe of Michael Diets. ſon of the * 


of Novogrod, printed in German in 40, 


75 See this ark p. 7. 3. 


the Roman Ca 
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dians, whereby they have been deprived of a 


Proteſtant education. Þ 
But what is the worſtof all is that thoſe.who, on 
their ſick bed, 1 in their youth, are converted to 


their lives: By embracing another Religion, they 
muſt bid an eternal farewel to their Country, and 


all their worldly poſſeſſions in it. | 


By theſe, and other ſuch like means, uſed by 


the Roman Catholic Party, the once numerous 
Proteſtant Nobility is fo far diminiſhed, that the 
remains of them amount to little more than two 


hundred families, whom they endeavour to ex- 


clude from all offices, and to take from them al- 
moſt all the privileges that belong to their dignity. 


From the beginning of the Reformation they 
have done their utmoſt to put a reſtraint on all 


freedom in Religion, both by violence and by 


ſubtilty: They have ſtirred up the populace to 


ſtorm the Proteſtant churches, and to commit 
other open enormities.* The Pope, the Biſhops, 
the Conſiſtories, and the Clergy, bave always 
arrogated to themſelves a great power in Poland, 


and a ſort of juriſdiction over the Dillidents, de- 
nied to them by the Laws. $ 


The Fribunals of the Realm; N Fic ea 
are chiefly compoſed of the Clergy, when the 


Diſſidents are J d by them, WE! the harſheſt 


"VISOR 


4 See this eats p-. 73. 
I Jr. Dilid, p. 54 


* Regenvolſcii Syſtema Vit. Ciro Reclef, Slavon. 4to, 
D. 206—25 1. Confederatio Vilnenſis, 1599, ad calcem 
fundam. lib. rel. in Pol. Litteræ Papz Pit V, Cardinals Ho- 


ni et Commendoni, T. ii. hiſt. Pol. Dlugoſſ. 

+ Coyer, p. 48—50, It is true, that the Papal Power is 
more revered in Poland, than in moſt Roman Catholic 
Coantries. P. 428, 455, 488. 

4 jur. Diſſid. p. 34-36. 
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olic perſuaſion, as alſo thoſe that 
are born in the communion of the faid church, 
cannot renounce it, without running the riſk of 
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verdicts, ſuch as are contrary to the Laws; nei- 

ther do they mind the interdicts of the Diet, 
 whereunto all eccleſiaſtical cauſes of the Pro- 
5 teſtants do folely belong. 

And though ſome Laws were made in fire 

of the Diſſidents, yet theſe were not obſerved, 

and Might went before Right: the oppreſſions 
| alſo increaſed in proportion as the Proteſtant No- 
ny weakened, 

Moſt of the Churches and Schools, chat ſtood 
on the lands belonging to thoſe Nobles that had 
become Roman Catholics, were loſt, to the no 

ſmall prejudice of their Proteſtant tenants ; for, 
as they were deprived of that inftruction that is 
given in Churches and Schools, it was the eaſier 
for the Roman Catholic Clergy to perſuade them 5 
to come over to their communion. 

Beſides this, no pains were ſpared to inflame 

5 the Proteſtant Divines againſt one another; where- 
by that union was nearly broken that had former- 
Ty ſubſiſted between them, by virtue of an agree- 
ment made at Sendomir in 1570, called Conſenſus 

Sendomirienſis. This coolneſs among the Pro- 

teſtants has expoſed them, very much, to the op- 
4 whereby they have been weakened ; and 
has laſted to the beginning of the preſent century, 
when the Proteſtants have entered again into a 
brotherly union. + 

In the ſame manner, it was inſiſted upon, and 
obtained at the Diet held in 1658, that the Soci- 
nians ſhould be exiled; and as ſoon as this was 
done, it was ſaid, that the Arians, Socinians, 

55 Calviniſts, Lutherans, Quakers, and Memno- 

. cf nites, 
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» . jur. Diſſid. p. 33—37. Trina Decreta | Tribunalitia ad 
majorem Dei gloriam impreſſa, in 4to. Libellus ſupplex 
| iffidentium, 1718, Regi oblatus, fol. n. ii. and here, p. 72, 73. 


_ + Hiſtoria Cenſenſus Sendomirienſis, 3 E. Jablon&i, 
in 4to. 
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nites, (againſt cheſe two laſt indeed there are ſome 


Laws ai] belonged to one and the ſame claſs. And 


notwichitanding all the remonſtrances that were 
made thereupon by the Proteitants, the Laws againſt 


the Sor inians were, unjuſtly extended to them; and 
to chis very hour, endeavours are made to maintain 
this, in every reſpect, before the Tribunals, (ba- 


1hment only excepted) although it be for bigcen 
by the expreſs Laws of the Realm.“ 


La the laſt century many hardſhips were put on 


"he Proteſtants, which were, however, looked 
upon as unjuſt and againſt Law; but in the pre- 
ſent century they have proceeded lo far as to make 
Laws againſt the Difſidents, in order to proſecute 


them, in proceſs of time, by the aid of the ſecu- 
lar power, and that under an appearance, of zul 
tice: this began in the year 1717. And as this is 
the ſource from whence the other misfortunes have 
iſſued, it will be proper to lay open ſome circum- 


| Nances relating to it. 


The Country had been diſturbed by inwafd 
 commotions, and a Confederacy was made 


againſt Auguſtus II. who was ſupported by the 
Czar Peter the Great, and all Parties were now. on 
the point of being united and reconciled together. 


In the mean time, a Treaty of Peace was conclu- 


ded, between the Czar, the King, and the Re- 
babe that was to be confirmed at the Diet. At 
this very time, the Confederacies entered Warſaw, 
and united themſelves with the Nobility that were 


on the ſide of Auguſtus II. The Diet was apen- 
ed by reading the Treaty; wherein, by the cun- 
ning of the Biſhop of Culm, Sieniawſki, Article 


IVch T was inſerted as explanatory of the Con- 


Kirution of Med, of yy, prevuppoſing that 


. . | therein 
"wt GT" p. 4, "hr tbh nipples,” 5 . = 
+ Univerſal Hiſtory, vol, XNXTV, p. 30 89e pr 
7 Jur. — P. 03, 64. ; 
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therein the Diſſidents, in Poland, were forbidden to 


build Churches, after the year 1632. Hereupon, 
it was ordered, that all Churches that had been 


— 


built after the year 1632, ſhould be pulled down; | 


and that divine worſhip ſhould be allowed to be 


performed in Churches only that were anterior.to 
that date; and that thoſe Nobles, who kept Mi- 
niſters in their houſes, ſhould, as well as the Mi- 
niſters themſelves, be puniſhed, by fines, impri- 


ſonments, and baniſhments. 


Now this Article cannot be allowed, it being 


founded on this falſe ſuppoſition, that in the year 
1632 the Diſſidents were forbidden to build 


Cities and Villages of the Kingdom of Poland.* 


Beſides this, all the Orders that conſtitute the 
Viet, and that had formed the Treaty, have re- 
| jected this Article, and drawn a quite contrary 
_ concluſion. The Czar Peter the Great ſhewed 
| his diſpleaſure, on that account, in a letter: And 
King Auguſtus II. gave a Diploma Þ to maintain 
the Diſſidents in the farther poſſeſſion of their for- 


mer liberties, and required that this Article ſhould 
not be prejudicial to them. 


The Deputies, who had Gened the Treaty, in 


the name of the Republic, did teſtify, that there- 
by were only meant the abuſes committed by the 
Swedes, Who, during the wars, had exerciſed their 
r worſhip in thoſe Royal Cities, wherein no 


a | Proteſtant 


Jur. Diſſid. p. 36 K 69. Docum. VI. and here, p. 40. 
1 8 Diſid. p · 71, 72, Docum, XII. 


_ churches. The Diſſidents, at that time, from a 
love of peace, conſented, and in order to prevent 
thoſe tumults which had often happened, through 

the inſtigation of their enemies, that no new Churc hes ; 
' ſhould be built, for the furure, in the Royal Cities; 
but that thoſe Churches they had already in thoſe 
Royal Cities, ſhould be ſecured to them ; for, 
Royal Cities cannot ſurely be made to mean al? 


PREFACE 7 
Proteſtant Churches had exiſted before. The 


Marſhal of the Diet + ſubſcribed, with open con- 
ſent, a ſcheme 1 for the ſecurity of the Diffidents. 
How then can it be proved, that this Article has 
the due forms of a Law, and chat it is not ſuppo- 
ſititious? 


not been done. The Treaty was only read, and 
no perſon durſt give his vote, or ſpeak one word. 

The reverend and learned Pater Konarſki ] ob- 
ſerves hereupon, that this is called the mute Diet 


teſt againſt it..“ Upon the whole then, it is no- 


Diſſidents, the Primate himſelf, and other Roman 


aw{ki was the chief promoter of the affair; the 


8 gorucki, was a Roman Catholic, by whom all this 
=. Was flily promoted : and Count Flemming, the 
d 


jur. Diſſid. p. 70. Docu. 5 
I + He is nearly the fame as the Speaker of the Houſe of 
| Commons in England. Coyer, p. 24. 


t Jur. Diſſid. p. 70. Docum. VIII. XL. 


In his book of the effectual manner of public Conſul. 


tation, written in Poliſh. | 
s MSS Letters, preſerved by Dr. D. E. Jablonſki, Senior 
or Biſhop of the reformed Churches in Great Poland. 
Or Nuncios. They are the ſame with the Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament in England : and the Chamber of Com- 


mons in Poland is the ſame as the Houſe of Commons 


ll. was in England. Coyer, p. 24. 
| Mes Letters, 


| Confederacy had demanded the contrary, and the 


Me obſerve farther; that the 989 of the 
Diet in Poland, to be valid, muſt have the con- 
ſent of all its Members; which, in this caſe has 


for this very reaſon. Even the Prince Primate 
was not allowed to ſpeak; on which account he 
left the Aſſembly. Many of the Country De- 
puties © were Diſſidents, and they did openly pro- 


torious, that this Article cannot be of any valt- 
dityz as ſo many Country Deputies, who were 


Catholics, did not give their aſſent to it. Sieni- 


Secretary of the Ruſſian Ambaſſador, Prince Dol- 


PREFACE. 


De puty of Auguſtus II. who was preſent at the 
making of the Treaty, though a Proteſtant, be- 
ing lukewarm and neg gligeor upon this occaſion, 
| juſtly drew upon himſelf the bittereſt reproaches 
of his brethren in the faith. However, he gave 
For an excuſe,® that he was no Pole, but a ſtranger, 
and that he did not know that this Article was 
new, or that it was contrary to the Laws in favour 
of the Diſſidents, and prejudicial to them. 
And thus was this Article inſerted into the Ls 
of the Realm, while all the arguments, whereby 
the injuſtice of this Conſtitution was fully proved, 
were ſet aſide. When the Jeſuits at Wilna 
were celebrating a grand Jubilee, on this occa- 
fion, they openly publiſhed this Article. To 
ſuch a degree did the Biſhop of Wilna fiir up the 
people, that by virtue of this Article (though 
not the leaſt mention is made in it of Offices) the 
Diſſidents were by force expelled out of the 
Church, wherein they were to have taken the oath, 
as they had been legally choſen to be Counſeliors 
of the Tribunals of Lithuania: Þ and things were 
even carried fo far, that, through the ſpecious pre- 
text of this Article, endeavours were made to pre- 
vent any repairs being done to their Churches. 
The King would do nothing more in this caſe, 
than to make repreſentations, together with the 
Diflidents, || which were without effect. To the 
Biſhop of Cujavia, Sieniawſki, who was the chief 
manager, the Pope gave hopes that he ſhould be- 
come Primare, while he made the Primate believe, 
that he ſhould be canonized. 
| The repreſentations of foreign Courts hereupon 
were, at This. time , Uſeleſs, 2s they have been ſince 
a 2 in 


His 2 Letters are preſerved. 

+ Reflections on the Diſſidents, p. 10. 

1 Mss relation of it, preſerved by ſablontki. 
Libellus fupplex, 1718, Augutto II. oblatus. 


DPR EF A ChE; 


in relation to che bloody maſlacre at Thorn, in 


the year 1723. And when Pe e the Great died, 
the ſtrongeſt prop of the Diſſidents was gone. 


They remained during the intermediat Reign in 


the year 1733, and to the year 1736, in this de- 
plorable ſituation, when a much deeper wound 


was given them, at the Diet: for then the on- 


ſtitution of 1717 was not only declared lawful, 
but they were alſo excluded from all public Offi- 


ces, and, in caſe they implored the interceſſion of 


a a foreign Power, they were declared to be Trai- 
tors to their Country, notwithſtanding thoſe very 


foreign Powers are the Guarantees of the Peace 


made at Oliva. The Proteſtant Country Depu- 


ries of Pruſſia were here preſent, and did proteſtF _ 


againſt theſe proceedings ; but they were refuſed 


to be heard, neither was their proteſt, on this oc- 
caſion, accepted of in any of the Courts of Ju- 


dicature; which was a public and notorious vio- 


lence done to the Diſſidents. From the year 1736 


to the year 1563, no permanent Diets have been 


held, and the concerns of the Proteſtants have been 


negle cted; and are thereby fallen into confuſion, 


During the intermediate Reign, 1764, interceſ- 
ſions I were indeed made, in their behalf, by Ruſ- 
ſia, Pruſſia, England, and Denmark; but theſe 


likewiſe, as it is well known, proved ineffectual. 


At this Diet, all the Conſtitutions made againſt 


the Diſſidents in 1717 and 1736 were confirmed; 


and it was enacted, that, for the future, n 


tions might be brought againſt the infractors of 


' thoſe Laws, before all the Courts of Japice, with- | 


Out diltinction. 


The 


* Detrbies Thom, -i in 220, written in German, 
+ MS Letters. | 
21 Priated at Warlay. 
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F R E F A CE. 
The repreſentations of the four Proteſtant 


Powers; at the Coronation Diet, in November 


1764,* were to as little purpoſe as thoſe they had 


made before, and no orders were given for the 
reading of their propoſals, and their pro-memorial 
before the Diet; nay, ſeveral of the Country 
"Deputies were for having them torn to pieces, and 


burnt. 55 
The Diet of the year I 766 was as little favour- 


able to the Diſſidents as the foregoing ones. The 
memorials of the Ruſſian | and other Pro- 
teſtant Ambaſſadours were very nervous: the Pe- 
'tition of the Diſſidents Þ was moving, and they 


had the honour to deliver the ſame to the King, at 


an Audience : But the Biſhop of Cracow ſtirred 


vp the coals of diſſention, and inflamed the minds 


of men againſt it: He brought on the carpet all 


the obſolere Laws, whereby heretics are declared 


infamovs, and are ſentenced to go to priſon, and 
to the place of execution. || The Popiſh Legate 


ſpoke with ſuch bitterneſs, C that had he been pre- 


ſent at the Diet of Ratiſbon, he could not have 


ſpoke with more accimony and contempt againſt 
Luther himſelf. The concluſion of the Diet, as 
may well be imagined, was againſt the Diſſidents; 


and they were hereupon delivered over into the 


hands of the Biſhops, who cannot be ſaid to have 
any juriſdiction over them. 


To the foreign Ambaſſadors, in order. to co- 
lour over what had been done, a Declaration was 
-delivered 


. Printed a at Warſaw. 
I See p. 28. 
t Placet preſente à S. M. le Roi de Pologne, et aux 


| Etats Confederes, 1766. 


{| Seep. 111 and following p. 5 

¶ See p. 122— 127. L' Abbé Coyer, p. 50. There 
reſides conſtantly at Warſaw an Apoſtolical Nuncio, inveſted 
with ſuch an extent of power, as is ſuffered no Where elſe. 


PREFACE. 


ee to this effect: That the Diſſidents 
ſhould be maintained in their liberties, according 
do the Conſtitution of the years 1717, 1736, and 
1764 and that the Biſhops ſhouid regulate the 


affairs of the Diſſidents.“ Which was nothing 
Jeſs than delivering them up into the hands of mer- 
Cileſs enemies: juſt as the King of France might 
be ſuppoſed to protect the Huguenots, by virtue 


of the Repeal of the Edict of Nantes. 


Hitherto had all mild means been made uſe of by 
the Diſſidents; ſothat there was now noother expedi- 
ent left for them, than to enter into a Confederacy 
among themſelves; which they did in the begin- 
ning of this preſent year. Ruſſia promiſed 4 "ef- 


feectual protection to the Confederacy: Pruſſia, 


England, Denmark, and Sweden, approved of 
it, and declared themſelves in favour of the ſame. 
The Roman Catholics themſelves, thoſe who 
uſually paſs under the denomination of malcon- 


Zents, encouraged by their example, confederated 
likewiſe againſt ſeveral] political innovations, and 


inſerted an Article in their Confederacy, wherein 


they acknowledged the juſtice of that of the Diſſi- 


dents ; conſenting moreover that the Diſſidents 
Petition to the King, in 1766, ſhould make a 


conſtituent part of the Confederacy. They alſo 
promiſed that they would do their endeavours, 


at the next Diet, that the Diſſidents might obtain 
the enjoyment of equal privileges, in all reſpects, 


with the Roman Catholics, AS they had been al- 
Jowed them in former times. 


Seo it here, P- 128. It is no wonder that the Diſſidents, 
according to their Privileges, always refuſed to be under the 
4ariidi&ion of the Biſhops ; they having had inſtances, that 
the Biſhops themſelves have been fined by the Court of Rome 


in the Sum of FL. 1000 ſterling, for having favoured, that 


is to ſay, not perſecuted, the Diſbdents:4 in their Dioceſes. 
+ See p. 69. 
4.568 p. 78—93- 


This : 


8 
* 


P RE F A C E. 


This Confederacy of the Malcontents hath been 
ſubſcribed to by the greateſt part of the Kingdom, 
and the Biſhops themſelves have accepted of it; 
though in words that are ambiguous. The pre- 
ſent Diet will enquire into this WE,” and deter. 
mine it. 
And now, where is tbe "TEX endowed with rea- 
8 ſon and ſenſibility, which would not wiſh and pray, 
That God may hear the ſighs of thoſe that have 
groaned, ſo long, under oppreſſions which they 
have ſo innocently ſuffered ; and that He may in- 
_ cline all hearts to peace and brotherly love; which 
are the genuine characteriſtics of the true F 1580 5 
Ny and of rrue Chriſtianity ! 1 
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EX TR A C T; # 5 - Hiſtory of 


Jon Sonresx1, King of Poland, 
* M. TAbbe * Coyer, p. 46. 


OLAND was never -the ſcene of a Gun- 
powder-plot, of a St. Bartholomew Maſ- 


ſacre, of the murder of a Senate, of the private 
aſſaſſination of Kings: It never ſaw brothers in 
arms againſt brothers, and has been more ſparing 
than any Country in burning people at a ſtake for 
the crime of being miſtaken in matters of o- 


inion. . 8 
When the ſpirit of argumentation began to oet 


footing in Poland, King Sigiſmund l. made a 


law to puniſh Proteſtants with death. It is a 
ſtrange paradox, that at the very time when he 


was taking away the lives of ſuch as only queſ- 
tioned the corporal preſence of Jeſus Chriſt upon 


the altar, he gave no diſturbance to the Jews, 
who denied his divine miſſion; Sigiſmund's zeal 


had already produced bloodſhed, and would have 
produced more: but the Republic thought fit to 
interpoſe, and made a law (1572) that for the 
future every King, upon his aſcending the throne, 

ſhould take an oath to tolerate all religions, (or 


rather the Diſſidents, viz. the Roman Catholics, 


the Proteſtants, and Greeks, com prekenged under 
this name.) 
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„ R AN 
EXPLANATION 
„ | 
* Rights of the ane, &c. 


HE connexions ; ariſing from vicinity 
are in reſpect of mutual convenience, 
of a different form of government, 
and of the utility of reſpective ſuc- 
cours. They frequently become ſo ſtrict, that a 
conſtant attention to whatever regards its neigh- 
bour nation, whether in its external ſecurity, or 
its internal harmony, enters neceſſarily into the 
plan of a ſtate, and gives place to thoſe cares alone 
_ that are due to its own preſervation, which in 
many caſes are inſeparable from it. The hiftory 
of Europe does not record any two powerful na- 
tions, between which the relations of this kind 
are more ancient, and more intereſting, than thoſe 5 
between the empire of all the Ruſſias, and Po- 
land. Hence the part that Ruſſia has always 
taken in the affairs of that Republic, the wars ſhe 
has ſuſtained to maintain the form of its govern- 
ment, and the certainty Poland has of always 
finding in her a faithful Ally, attached to the de- 
fence of its conſtitutions, becauſe a violation of 
them in many reſpects concerns the e and 
tranquillity of Ruſſia. 
Without going back to the remoter periods of 
dane, we lee before us what Peter the Great has 


done 
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done to ward off the dangers with which the 
Republic was threatened, and the glory he has 
acquired by his ſucceſs therein. During the reign 
of the Empreſs Anne, the unſettled minds among 
the people were deſirous of giving ſanction to the 


conſequences of war and diſcord, Ruſſia then ap- 
proved herſelf ſtil the neighbour and faithful Ally 
of the Republic, and effectually ſet about efta- 
| bliſhing calmneſs and tranquillity within it upon 


the baſis of the independence of the Poliſh nation. 


But the Republic has never had greater occa- 
fon to congratulate itſelf on the fidelity and ad- 
vantages of the Ruſſian alliance than in the time 


OY of the laſt interregnum. | In the for mer junctures, 


jiuſt mentioned, it was impoſſible to re-eſtabliſh it in 
its true and natural ſtate. Circumſtances obliged 
them to be contented, with a ſyſtem of ſtate purely 
caſual, if it may be ſo called, and it was from the 
late events alone that the real bleſſings commenced. 
The free election of a Piaſt for king, choſen by una- 
nimous conſent, beeauſe he was judged the moſt 
_ worthy perſon to command the nation, and the 
moſt proper to contribute to its happineſs, has 


enabled the commonwealth to give full force to 
its fundamental laws, to liberty, and to the rights 


and prerogatives of its members, and to labour, 
on this principle, to ſet going all the wheels of its 


adminiftration. _ 


We will not here expatiate on the ſhare Ruſſia 


had in this event, nor on the generoſity and diſin- 


tereſtedneſs with which ſhe joined, in this princi- 
pal point, in the aim of the demand the- Poliſh 

nation then made of her aſſiſtance. - Proud of 

having contributed to a revolution ſo favourable 


to her neighbour, ſhe found her recompence in 


the proſpect of the durable and perfect happineſs 
fhe mould naturally -proeure to the Republic. 
Affairs have not ſucceeded according to her de- 
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fires and hopes; and the Poliſh nation, ready as 
it is to truſt to the fortune of a civil war that 


perfect liberty which ſhe has juſt recovered, 
ought more than ever to he the object of her 


attention. If her Imperial Majeſty has found it 
to be the intereſt of her empire, and the livelieſt 
ſatisfaction to herſelf, as a neighbour and 
friend, to ſtop the ſource of diſorders from with- 
out, ſhe is equally urged by the ſame motives to 


employ her cares, good offices, and aſſiſtance, 


in putting a ſtop to thoſe which proceed from 


within; which are the confequence of an irregu- 
larity in the adminiſtration, of a vicious diſpoſition 
which attacks the fundamental laws, viz. the per- 


nicious abuſe of an equality which conſtitutes the 
baſis of the Republic. Such is the refuſal which 


the Catholic Communion makes to admit the 
Diſſidents to partake in the advantages which 
| ought to be common to them both, as being 
. equally citizens. 5 1 3 


Her Imperial Majeſty has always had great 
concern at a point of diviſion ſo dangerous, 
which has ſo long ſubſiſted in the bowels of the 
Republic. Senſible of the advantages which 
would accrue to the Poliſh nation by reinſtating 
in their rights, and their concurrence for the 
general good, thoſe citizens, who have on every 


occaſion approved themſelves zealqus for its 
_ proſperity, and who have not been leſs inftru- 


mental than their brethren in promoting its luſtre, 


power, and glory, the Empreſs has only waited 


an opportunity, which would allow her to make to 


_ it ſuch repreſentations on this head, as her friend- 
ſhip, the intereſt of neighbouring ſtates, and the 


engagements of her crown, demanded of her. 


It has been cauſe of grief to her, to be obliged 


to retard her performance of ſuch duties, on ac- 


count of the troubleſome times of the interreg- | 
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num: but ſhe found that in order to procure a free 
and unanimous election of a Piaſt king, which is the 


natural aim of independent republican principles, 


it was neceſſary not to awaken new cauſe for di- 
viſion among the citizens. That ſhe might there- 
fore beſtow her whole attention to the eſſential ob- 
ject. of providing the Republic with a head, ſhe de- 
ferred this affair, which ſhe had already conceived 
a deſign to propoſe, and upon which ſhe at that very 


Juncture ſounded the heads of the nation, till a 
time when the minds of men, being more tran- 
quil, would have a higher ſenſe of the advantage 


of ſuch a re-eſtabliſhment, and might be the 
better able to promote it unanimouſly and effectu- 
ally. Thus did it happen, that not till the Diet of 


election, did her Ambaſſadors, Count Keyſerling 
and Prince Repnin, receive orders to make a 
formal interceſſion on her part in favour of the 


Diſſidents, which order they executed by the PRO 
MzuORIA farther on, under the latter A. 


Tranquillity not being yet perfectly eſtabliſhed 


in the nation, her Imperial Majeſty contented 
herſelf at that time with this firſt ſtep, which was 
ſufficient to ſignify to the whole Republic the 
lively concern ſhe had in the re-eſtabliſhment of 
the Diflidents, and to incline all tne ſtates to give 
due attention to this affair. 


The Diet of coronation having 3 the 


event which has given a Piaſt king to the Poliſh 
nation, by unanimous election, that which was to 
follow appeared the molt convenient to her Impe- 
rial Majeſty to make a formal propoſal to all the 
Orders of the Republic reunited, to bring back the 


fundamental conſtitution of the ſtate to its pri- 


mitive perfection, by reſtoring equality to the 
_ citizens co whom it of right belongs, and who 


have not been deprived of it from any lawful 
Faule. Her * Repnin, had 


orders 
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vrders to make known in a ſolemn manner, in 2 


public audience, to the ſtates aſſembled in Diet, 


how much ſhe had the re- eſtabliſnment of the 


Diſſidents at heart. The motives which inclined 


her to make the moſt preſſing repreſentations on 


this head as a neighbour, a friend, and an equally 


ancient and natural Ally, are found mentioned 
in the Declaration hereafter, under the letter B, 
which her Ambaſſador made, on her Parts to che 


whole Republic. 
The Empreſs has the teſtimony of hey: con- 


ſcience on the conduct which ſhe has already 
maintained, and which ſhe ſtill purpoſes to fol- 
low, in this affair: but the imperial court of 
Ruſſia, although ſenſible that ſovereigns are ac- 


countable to none but God, thinks it juſt to ex- 
poſe to all Europe the pretenſions on which the 


Diſſidents ground their cauſe, and whereon the 
Empreſs proceeds in their favour. 


The hiſtory of Poland informs us, that the 
liberty of the Republic has not always been as 
perfect as it is at preſent. Whilſt her kings 
poſſeſſed the throne by right of ſucceſſion, the 


conſtitution of the kingdom was very different 


from what it is at preſent. Under the kings of 


the race of the Jagellons, which began in 
1386, and ended in 1572, tne inferior nobility 
had no power: the prerogatives of royalty 
were almoſt the only legiſlative power, and 
formed the code of laws. To give an exact 
idea how much the liberty of the nobility was 
limited, it is ſufficient to remark, that the ſecurity 
of their perſons was not allowed them but by a 
_ Privilege from Jagellon, by which he promiſed, 
that no perſon ſhould be impriſoned, till he had 
been convicted of ſome crime by a court of judi- 
cature. Poliſh liberty is indebted to his ſon Ula- 
* for the eſtabliſhment. of the chamber of 
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Nuncios, 


065 5 

N uncios, in which all the Provinces, by means 
of their Delegates, partake of the legiſlatiye and 
interdictory authority; and it is this participation 
in the legiſlative power which determines the 


all members of the Sovereign. They till conti- 
nued in ſubjection to epiſcopal juriſdiction, which 
kept them, in ſome reſpects, in a kind of ſervi- 
_ tude, ſince excommunications diveſted them of 
the power of acting in the Diets and Dietines. 
Ir was Sigiſmund Auguſtus, the laſt of the Ja- 
gellons, that ſet bounds to theſe judicial proceed- 
ings; and this undertaking was attended with no 
#mall difficulty. The fame Prince did the nation 
as much real ſervice, in putting a total ſtop to all 
differences that might ariſe among the citizens on 
the account of religion, by a privilege he grant- 
ed them in the Diet of Vilna, June 16, 1563, which 
is preſerved in the archives of the ſupreme tribunal 
of the grand Dutchy of Lithuania. The terms 


by which it is expreſſed are too explicit to be 


paſſed over here, becauſe we therein ſee the right 
of thoſe citizens, afterwards improperly called 
Diſſidents, (which is the point in queſtion) to all 
the dignities, employments, and places of the 
_ crown, eſtabliſhed and fecured; and their equality 
with the orhers, -in every thing, ſettled i in the 
plaineſt and moſt expreſs manner. _ 
Sigiſmund Auguſtus thus expreſſes himſelf, 
© To reckon, from the preſent time, not 
only the nobles and lords, with their deſcen- 
« dants that belong to the Romiſh communion, 
and whofe anceſtors have alſo obtained letters 
* of nobility in the Kingdom of Poland; but 
alſo in general all thoſe who are of the Equeſ- 
< tnan order and Nobles, whether of Lithuanian 
1 or Ru ſan ere provide f that they profeſs 


_£ Chriſtianity, 


equality of the Poliſh Nobles, and renders them * 


M a a a @6 
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© Chriſtianity, though even their anceſtors have 
not gained the rights of Nobility in the king- 
« dom of Poland, are to enjoy, through the 
whole extent of our kingdom, all the privi- 


< leges, liberties, and rights of Nobility granted 


to them, and to enjoy them for ever in common; 


« in like manner, and upon the ſame footing, as 
formerly, from all antiquity to the preſent 


time, the order of knights and nobles, of both 
Lithuanian and Ruſſian extraction, have enjoyed 
all theſe liberties. Likewiſe, from this pre- 
ſent time, are to be admitted to the honours and 
dignities of the ſenate and crown, and to all noble 
truſts, not only theſe who belong to the Romiſh 


church, but alſo, in common, and in the very ſame 


« dignity, by us and of our good grace, to all 


_ © dignities and conſiderable truſts; and no one 
© of the order of kaighthood and nobility hall 
be excluded from them for the ſake of religion, 

provided he be a Chriſtian, nor on account of the 
two articles of which mention is made in the 


C 
Thoſe two articles, retraced and eorrected by 


the privilege of Sigiſmund Auguſtus, reſtricted 


to the Catholic communion the honours and dig- 


nities to be conferred in the Republic ; but all the 
States petitioned the King to reduce them to a juſt 
equality; which he did by the privilege, of which 


the expreſs terms are juſt mentioned. The rea- 
ſons which determined him to act thus were, that 
the families of the Greek communion were uſed to 


make a part of the Senate, and that they had 
not ſnewn leſs attachment and fidelity to their 


kings, 


manner, all thoſe who are ef the Equeſtrian order, 
and of noble extraction, provided they are Chriſ- 
tians, as well Lithuanians as Ruſſians. They ſhall 
© be promoted, each, according to his merit and 
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Kings, nor rendered leſs conſiderable ſervices to 


their Country, than the other citizens. The ſame 


Prince having promiſed to confirm, and, if ne- 
ceſſary, to enlarge this privilege at the next gene- 


ral Diet, it was accordingly performed at the Diet 


of Grodno in 1568 ; where, on the firſt of July, 


he granted letters of confirmation, in which the 


fame articles are repeated word for word, and 
even material additions are made: for example, 


the privilege ſimply implied a proviſo that the 


perſon in queſtion profeſſed Chriſtianity z and in 
the confirmation it is more diſtinctly ſaid, of what 
Chriſtian communion or confeſſion ſoever he be; ſo 


that if it were poſſible that, becauſe the Greek 
religion is mentioned, and the other two are not, 
a perſon had a mind to object that they were not 
ſufficiently implied in theſe terms, provided he be a 
Chriſtian , yet there is no room to doubt of their 
being compriſed in the confirmation, of ' what 
_ Chriſtian communion or confeſſion ſoever be be. It 


was ſaid, in general, in the former privilege, that 


all thoſe who are Chriſtians ſhall ſhare in the dig- 
nities of the Kingdom, be admitted to employ- 
ments at Court and in the Provinces, and to ſit in 
the Senate; and in the confirmation this ſpecial 


addition is made, All the high dignities, as 


< Palatinates, Caſtlewardſhips, and ſenatorial poſs 
and employments at Court and in the Provinces.“ 
This privilege, and theſe letters of confirmation, 
from Sigiſmund Auguſtus, granted during the 


great tranſaction of the union of the grand Duchy 
of Lithuania with Poland, (beſides their being 
agreeable to the natural right exerciſed by the 


eitizens, who, without regard to the difference of 
religion, had already had entrance into the ſenate) 
as they tended to favour this union, to which it 
was propaſed that the finiſhing ſtroke ſhould be 


oh r 


to) 


put; ſo was their confirmation the very ſame ag 


that of all the general and particular privileges 


granted with reſpect to the ſame affair; which 


' were all confirmed, under the fame Prince, at 


the Diet of union, held at Lublin in 1569, 
which for ever united the grand Duchy of Li- 


' thuania to the crown. Thereby they were in- 


corporated with the general laws of the King- 


dom; for the conſtitution of this diet expreſsly 
| declares, (in confirmation of the act of union,) 


ve will that theſe privileges be regarded as here in- 
fſerted ; and it enjoins the regiſtering of them in 
every Court, as well as the ſending them by authen- 
tic extracts into all the Palatinates; which may be 


ſeen by the conſtitution of this Diet, ſubjoined 
under the letter C. See alſo the Conſtitutions, 


Vol. II. pag - 776 & 779. 
What is the condition of the Diſſidents in vir 
tue of fo ſolemn a law? Are they recognized ag 


equal in every reſpect with their fellow citizens? 


and at what time? when the perfection of the 
union of Lithuania with Poland has founded the 
33 power of the Republic ſuch as it is this 
day 

not the moſt free and perfectly equal exerciſe of all 
 Employments aſcertained in this idea, among 
citizens who had already a natural right to it? 


For the Greeks (who conſtituted five Provinces 


incorporated with the Poliſh nation, and *ho 
will not hereafter with her have any other name 
than that of Poles, the Proteſtant deſcendants 
of the ancient families of the Republic, Nobles 
and Citizens, and ſuch as are not conſidered as 


ſtrangers come for re/uge into Poland, and as 


ſubmitting to whatever conditions it might pleaſe 


the Sovereign to impoſe on them) received 


hereby rather a ccofirmation of a right, 
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than a favour: thus does the privilege import 


that the former had already had entrance into the 
Senate. This is no innovation; it is keeping the 


ſtate of things ſuch as it had already been, and as 


it ought to be. The Diſſidents, equal by nature, 
are fo alſo by poſſeſſion; and this is the law 
which joins to it the confirmation of the political 
inſtitution. We ſhall now ſee the effects of it. 


* 


The privileges granted at different times to the 


Poliſh Nobles eſtabliſhed their liberty: they 
ſeized the opportunity of the firſt Interregnum to 


render it firm and irrevocable, and to put it out 


of danger of an attack. After the death of 


Sigiſmund Auguſtus in 1572, the Republic fate 


to proceed to the election of a new King: Theſe 
are the terms in which ſhe ſpeaks. (Conſtitut, 
Vol. II. page 841. F. 2. & 3.) © We will ac- 


knowledge for vur Maſter no other than ſuch a 


which ſhall be laid before him after the election. 


« . . Particularly he ſhall be bound to ſwear that 


he will maintain the peace among the Diſſidents 


in point of religion.“ The Greeks and Pro- 
teſtants, who compoſed the government as well as 
the Catholics, are, in this ſtipulation, on the foot. 
ing of an equality with their fellow citizens: they 


one as ſhall confirm by oath all the rights, privi- 
leges, and liberties, which we now enjoy, and 


uſe the ſame endeavours, and partake in the ſame 


ſucceſſes. One of the Conditions, more eſpecially, 
is, That the King ſhould maintain peace among 
the Diſſidents; a ſtipulation entirely new, which 
has made a change in the ancient form of the 
_ oath neceflary, and cannot, without abſurdity, 
be underflocd. of a ſimple toleration. It is not 
ſaid, with the Diſſidents, terms made uſe of lately, 
to throw a miſt en the queſtion, and to preſent 
the Diſſidents in the light of ſtrapgers to the body 


of 


E 
of the State, as people with whom the State 
Changes, augments, or withholds at will, the 
_ favour of toleration that is granted them. All 

the citizens demand the ſupport of their privi- 
leges: May not the Diſſidents, inveſted as they 
are with the moſt conſiderable poſts of the State, 
as well as thoſe of another communion, be in- 
cluded in the general oath which ſecures all the 
privileges, ſince thoſe privileges are common to 
all? And is not this Article, that is annexed and 
particularly enforced, implying that the King 
ſhall maintain the peace among the Diſſidents, of 
equal force to ſecure the Catholics from the at- 
tempts of other religions, as the latter from the 
attacks of the Catholics? This name of Diffi- 
dents, given to all, fixes the idea that ought to 
be formed of the equality then ſubſiſting among 
the citizens, to the preciſe time when this character 
begins properly to belong to them; ſince it is by 
\ this Stipulation alone that they fully enjoy all their 
4 — rights, whic been till then limited by the 
5 power of their Kings. It is not ſaid in this 
= Confederation, Between thoſe who differ from the 
* eſtabliſhed religion, from the religion of the 
Sovereign,“ becauſe all religions, following the 
reſpective fortunes of thoſe who profeſſed them, or 
rather the Jaw of nature, were equal, as were the 
citizens: And it plainly appears that ſuch was 
the opinion entertained, at a time when the Poliſh 
nation, which had juſt ſeen the concluſion of a 
Family's Sovereignty that had ſo long reigned +» 
over her, proceeded to an election, was herſelf 
the founder of her liberty, and gave to it a firm 
eſtabliſhment, by conditions ſhe preſcribed to a 
new King of her own choice, who was not likely 
to reſtrain the liberty of the citizens by the entailed 
authority of a family N had been long ſeated 0 
58 9 S- 1 
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+ gener Diet of the Kingdom, Jan. 28, 15 73. 


(12 ) 


the thrade: Was there ever an age when 3 a nation . 
could be ſuppoſed to have given greater attention tg. 


the principles of its government, and to have been 


betres acquainted with its true intereſt? Was not all 
that it did at this juncture its own true Pragmazica? 

And did it not become reſpectable by the traces 
of wiſilom it carried with it, and eſpecially by the 
authority which eſtabliſhed. it? 


The confederate Republic, under apprebenſion 


of the diſorders, and tumults which the difference 


of relizion might occaſion among the Citizens, 
as ſhe ſaw fuch examples. in-other countries, thus 
proceeds in the ſame Stipulations. We all 


engage, in our own names; and in the names 


of our ſucceſſors for ever, by the obligations 
of our oath, of our faith, of our honour, and 


who are Diſſidents in religion; to ſhed no blood, 


fiſcation of goods, defamation, impriſonment; 
or exile, on account of the difference of our 
faith and rites in the churches. More than 
that; if any one ſhould undertake, for the above 
« reaſon, to ſhed. the blood of his fellow citizens; 


wie ſhould be all: obliged to oppoſe him, even 
t though he ſhould ſhelter himſelf under the pretext 
of a decree, or any other judicial procedure.“. 
| And at the end of the Conſtitution, We mu- 
* tually promiſe one another all that is mentioned 
4 above, and. alſo in the name of our poſterity z_ 


and we engage, on our faith, honour, and con- 


8 q ſciences, to obſerve. it al inviolably: and if 
= any one were to attempt to oppoſe this reſolu- 
tion and to trouble the peace and good order 
of the public, we will all exert ourſelves againſt 


© him to cruſh. him, Done at Warſaw, in the 


of our coaſciencer, to preſerve peace among us 


nor to inflict on any one the penalties, of con- 
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In conſequence of this unanimous decree of the 
Republic, Henry of Valois, by his Ambaſſador, 
and afterwards in perſon, took the oath preſcribed 
him in the manner following. (Conſtitutions, 
Vol. II. page 863.) © I Henry.. . do pro- 
< miſe and fem before Almighty God, that I 
* will obſerve and maintain all the rights, im- 
munities, and privileges, public and private; 
eccleſiaſtical and ſecular, .. . which the Kings, 
my predeceſſors, have granted . . . which 
have been eſtabliſhed by all the Eſtates during 
the Interregnum, and have been lately preſented 
to me. . I will protect and maintain peace 
among the Diſſidents concerning religion, and 
not ſuffer any one to be moleſted and oppreſſed, 
in any manner, on account of religion, either 
* by my Judges and Officers, or by thoſe of the 


| © States, how great ſoever their authority may 


be, in like manner as I myſelf will not moleſt 
and oppreſs any one... So God help me.“ 
This oath. of Henry of Valois has ſerved for a 


model in all ſucceeding elections and coronations, 


becauſe the act of confederacy in the year 1573 
was inſerted in the conſtitutions and laws of the 


Kingdom, and afrerwards repeated, word for 


word, as to what relates to religion, at every 
new Interregnum. It has ſince been conſtantly 


put in the number of the laws of the Kingdom. 
The confederacy made in 1648, after the death 


of Uladiſlaus, repeats it word for word, and this 
confederacy paſſes for a perpetual law. ¶Conſti- 


tutions, Vol. IV. pag. 130 & 172.) 


King Stephen had accepted, for himſelf and 


ſucceſſors, the new. form of the oath taken by 


Henry, in which peace among the Diſſidents is 
_ enforced. See the Conſtitutions, Vol. II. 


Pag 
911, f. 18. And alſo the oaths of Sigiſmund III. 
* 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| harmony in religion, that when in 1576, on the 


REF - 
he mW pag. 1096. of John Caſimir, Vol. IN 
of Michael, Vol. V. pag. 39. 


Jin III. Vol. . Pag. 282. and of Auguſtus IL 
Vol. VE. 


All the 2 which ſecure peace among the 


| Diflidents, have continually reſpect to the ſpirit 
of the confederacy in 1573, always of force in 
the Republic, which has been ſenfible, from the 


very firſt, how difficult it was to keep a peace 
of this nature among members upon an equality 
with one another, fuch as all the citizens are, and 


that the could not, in too poſitive terms, preſcribe 
a law to her Kings to obſerve and protect it. 
This law, for keeping the peace, was made for all 
the citizens, without diſtinction of religion; 
Among us who are Diſſdents in religion. The 
Roman Catholics looked on themſelves, by this 
: qualification of Diſſidents, (then known for the 


farſt time in the Republic) as ſuch in reſpect to 
their fellow citizens. They did hereby ſtipulate 


that they ſhould not be moleſted on this account, 


as they would not moleſt the others on their part. 


It is a law of the State, common to all, the ob- 
fervance of which they did promiſe to each other; 
s promiſe one another reciprocally. From this 

mutual promiſe, in ſo ſolemn an act, what remains 
to conclude, but that there was to be a perfect 


equality among the citizens, even in reſpect to re- 


ligion? And when one ſees the equality decided 


in a point ſo eſſential as religion, which they would 


wow ſet up on 4 principle of fuperior authority for the 
Catholics, is there room to imagine that there was 
not as lawfully at that time, even in practice, 


as perfect an equality 1 in the rights of birth and 
citizens? 


Such a Uelicacy: has been obſerved about als 
Sth 
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913. 
The King, by thus expreſſing himſelf, was 


is } 


| 8th of February, , and the 4th of May, King 


Stephen ſigned the uſual letters of confirmation, 


in relation to all the rights and immunities of the 


Poles, there was this remarkable clauſe: What 


* we have ratified by theſe letters, in regard to 


0 eccleſiaſtical pr rivileges and liberties, and other 


matters, muſt not derogate from the article of 


matter in queſtion; which we will preſerve and 
maintain; promiſing and aſſuring that we will 
obſerve it, in a ſteady, firm, and effectual 
manner.“ Conſtitutions, Vol. II. pag. 995 & 


deſirous of taking away every pretext from the 


Roman Catholics, who, ſeeing their eccleſiaſtical 
liberties confirmed, might from thence have had 
It in their power to draw conſequences prejudicial 


to the other religions : but this is what he pre- 


ought equaily and conjointly to preſerve all its 
rights and liberties. This clauſe ſtill ſerves to 


rectify the confirmation of the confederacy in 


1573, made by the ſame Prince ; ; Which was not 
repeated with all chat ſolemnity which ought to 


accompany a general confederacy of the nation, 
(Conſtitutions, Vol. II. pag. 897.) becauſe if this 


peace among the Diſſidents might be limited to 


our oath, in which peace and tranquillity among 
the Diſſidents, in point of religion, is the 


vents, by declaring, T hat each of the two parties 


three religions,” the Greek, Reformed, and 1 


theran, and did not alſo include the Catholic, 
why ſhould this confirmation of the privileges 
of the Catholics be here fet in oppoſition to che 


peace among the Diſſidents? But the leaſt ad- 


vantage allowed to one of the four religions might 


affect the "My which ought to be common to 
them 


5 
cem all, and the equality which has bed this 
ace. 
We ſtill more del ſee that the Catholics were 

8 under this general name of Diſſidents, 

by the Extract, ſubjoined under the letter D, from 

the confederacy in 1586, (a) where the confe- 

* deracy among the Diſſidents, confirmed by the 
Kings Henry and Stephen, is left in all! its force 
and ſolidity. 

I've fakes of the Difidents were as yet duly 
1 regarded at the election of Auguſtus II. Beſides 
1 the oath for the preſervation of peace, ſimilar to 
1 that of his Predeceſſors, ſee how he expreſſes him- 
| ſelf in the Diploma of confirmation : Although, 
| © jn confirming, as before, by theſe preſent letters, 
the eccleſiaſtical privileges and liberties, and other 
| matters, we have named in our oath the Roman 
| Catholic churches, That ought not to prejudice 
3 _ © the Greek churches and their privileges; on 
| * © the contrary, we are deſirous of ſupporting them 
| 
| 


in all their force: And we would no more * 
rogate from this other article of our oath, 

wit, that we will preſerve and maintain ah | 
and tranquillity among the Diſſidents, pro- 
miſing and aſſuring that we will obſerve it in a 
ſteady, firm, and effectual manner. Given 
at Cracow, at the Diet of Coronation, Sep- 
Jn hi wo”; (Conſtitutions, Vol. VI. 


, 
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EY) 1n this account of the Confirmation of the Kings 
Henry and Stephen, no other can be diſcovered than the 
confederacy of 1573. If there had been another, this 
confirmation, and the authority given it of lawfully can 

_ celling 12% facto a ſentence of a Tribunal, would be no {mal 
retence for the Diſſidents, and would always determine thy 
_ rank Which they Mer bole in tg State, 


2 — 
W 


1 
Is it to be preſumed, thar, if regard had not 
ſtill been paid to this perfect equality among the 
citizens in their different religions, confirmed in 
the moſt eſſential act of liberty and the modern 
government of the Republic, there would be a 
danger of injuring the Greek Churches, by naming 


the Catholic ? If men do ſometimes depart, in 

articular confederacies, in acts ſavouring of 
troubles and animoſity, from the ancient ſpirit of 
the conſtitution of the Republic, there is always a 


return to it at the moſt critical moment, when 
every new King ſecures the rights, privileges, 
and liberty of the Nation : They then perceive e all 


the force of the common ink weit and equality | 


reſumes its rights: 


We again lee an effect of it in the new aſſurance 


which the ſame King, Auguſtus II, gave to the 
Diſſidents, with reſpect to their rights, and their 
promotion to the dignities of the Kingdom; 
ſince, after having ſolemnly confirmed, in the pa7a 


conventa, the peace which the Diſſidents ought 


to enjoy, he thus expreſſes Eimſelf: In the 


+ diſtribution of places in the Senate, as well as of 
© the judicial Staroſties, we ſhall make it our care 


punctually to conform to what has been always 


+ ſcrupulouſly obſerved and practiſed heretofore 
: 1 by the Kings John Caſimir, Michael, and 


+ Tolin III. our Predeceſſors of pious memory, 


We nevertheleſs except from their number the 


Memnonites, Anabaptiſts, and Quakers, who 
gare not to enjoy the rights in common with 
$ the other Diſſidents: On the contrary, we re- 
* new, in reſpe& to them, all the laws and con- 


s ſtitutions made againſt the Arijans,? Conſtit. 


Vol. VI. page 18. 
We diſcover by the whole of the above, which 
conſtitutes the national * of the Diſſidents, 
that 


” Hrs; ; + 


| | ( 18 J N \ 
qbat liberty of religion has been regarded as a 
law of the State, from 1563 down to 1699; z and 
that the difference of worſhips did not in any way 
diminiſh the right every citizen has in all the em- 
ploy y ments of the Kingdom, or curtail the equality 
ſo eſſential to the Republic. The Diſſidents have 
enjoyed theſe rights, which they had by nature, 
under the ſacred guarantie of their Kings; and pol- 
feſſion, founded on a pretenſion fo reſpectable, ſtill 
produces a new right in their favours As early as 
In 1570, in the acts of the Aſſembly of Sendo- 
mir, we find the figns manual of four Proteſtant 
Palatines; and in the confederacy, which the 
Poles of the Greek church formed in 1599, with 
the other Poliſh Piſſidents, we reckon rwenty- 
two Senators. In like manner, in the acts of the 
confederacies and Diets enfuing, we find a great 
number of ſignatures of Senators, Officers at 
court, and other perſons in employment in the 
Kingdom, all Diſſidents. The Diſſidents had 
poſſeſſion of poſts, before the law of the State 
pronounced that their religion did not exclude 
them from ſuch, becauſe they had the ſame title 
to them as their fellow. citizens: : They have ſhared 
them, ſince peace among the different religions 
has been made a law of the State. Of the two 
poſſeſſions, whether we fix on that to which they 
are entitled by nature, or that which is founded 
on the public law of a nation, they both ſpeak 
with the ſame force in their favour, and the in- 
tereſt of the country ſtill comes to join in their 
| ſupport. Has the Republic been ever more hap- 
Py, more powerful, or more reſpected, than 
when, praceeding on the original and only true 
principles of her Conſtitution, ſhe has indiſcri- 
minately invited all her members to the Admi- 
niſtration, and has been Fred * them with a 


zeal | 


4 


OY, 
Zeal uninfluenced by TRE opinion ? Who 
has been able to interrupt the courle of ſo happy 


an union, the ſucceſſes of which ought much 
rather to bind the ties of it the faſter * cr: ihe - 


Diſſidents have not ſhewn leſs activity in their 


duties, as citizens, than others: There is no 
unhappy event which can be imputed to their 


_ negligence, to their ill-will, or to their plots 
DR the ſecurity and liberty of their brethren : 


The condition of man appears capable of dege- 


neracy by vice alone. Have they diſturbed their 
fellow - citizens in their religion, and been the firſt 


to forget their mutual promiſe, of not diſquieting 


each other on that account ? Such an accuſation 
has never been brought againſt them. It has 
never been made appear that they have been 
prejudicial, or that they have become dangerous 


do the State. The low condition they now are 
actually in is not the reſult of a deliberation, in 
which the true interefts of the Poliſh Nation have 


been examined, weighed, and ſearched into : It 
1s the conſequence of "The abuſe of a party which 
bas relinquiſhed the general order, fails in its 
engagements with the other, and lays on it the 
burden of oppreſſion. A Prince who was of opi- 
nion he had loft the crown of another Nation for 


the difference of religion, has been pleaſed to 


ſhew his reſentment of it, by forbearing to nomi- 
nate the Diſſidents to high dignities. His ſuc- 
ceſſors have taken pattern by him, and, by little 


and little, the Diſſidents have found chemſelves 
excluded from almoſt all conſultations. Their 


number has diminiſhed by this artful perſe- 
cution ; and when they were thought too weak to 


lift up their head againſt the arm that oppreſſed 
them, then were licenſed the uſurpations made at 


different times againſt their liberty of religion, 
| D2 and 
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130 their right to employ ments. At the Diet 
of 1717, when the firſt deciſive blow was ſtruck 


againſt them, the Catholic Communion was politic 
enough to take advantage of the troubles and 
uncertainties of a long war, and had credit 


enough to. get an article paſſed, limitting; in the 


free exerciſe of their religion, thoſe churches, 
erected before ſuch laws were enacted as they did 


not acknowledge; and to impoſe pecuniary penal- 


ties, priſqn, and afterwards vaniſhment, 1 in certain 


caſes, when they ſhould be +4 gs in the exer- 


ciſe of theit religion. Such a law was neverthe- 
Jeſs far from being then the ſenſe of the Nation. 
The difficulties it met with are known; as well as 


the pains taken to prevent it by members, as 
thoroughly acquainted with the rights, as with the 


intereſt of their country; who even had the ſatis- 


faction to ſee themſelves ſeconded. by certain 
Biſhops, patriotic enough, at that time, to diveſt 


themſclves of the ſpirit of party, in favour of 


juſtice and the good of the State. The King 
eſpecially, having a lively ſenſe of the injuſtice 
done them, though obliged to be guided by cir- 
cumſtances, could not refuſe them the Diploma 


ſubjoined under the letter E; by which he de- 


: clares, that the ſaid Article ought not to dero- 
gate, in any thing, from the Confederation of 157 35 
and ſome others. Ihe royal authority alone, it 
is true, is not ſufficient to cancel the act of a 


Diet: But when this Diet is compoſed of only 


one party, has it ſufficient authority to pronounce 
againſt the other? And who knows "et how great 
a ſhare policy had in theſe affairs? The whole 


power of the State was in the hands of the Ca- 


tholics. Conſtrainetl to replace on the throne a 


Prince, who waz no more than a proſelyte to their 


eee they: thought they could not ſuffi- 
4 7 ciently 


( 2t ) 
riently tie his hands, to prevent the regard they 
ſuppoſed he had for his old form of worſhip ; and 
fear, the only ſentiment which ſome among them 
were influenced by, made them blind to ſo ex- 
traordinary a proceeding. Nevertheleſs, no de- 
claration was yet, at that time, made againſt their 
right to hold employments; on the contrary, 
there is an Article which ſecures it to them by an 
exception in their favour; which is, that the 
Chancellors are forbidden to ſeal their promotions, 
except it can be done without prejudice to the 
Catholics. Conſtit. Vol. VI. p. 242. 
Egmboldened by this firſt ſucceſs, they no lon- 
ger ſet themſelyes bounds; and, at the Diet of 
17 36, they excluded them from the chamber 
of Nuncios, from entrance into the Tribunals, 
and, in general, from all employ ments. 
What is moſt ſingular is, that they have til 
peace preſerved to them, according to the old 
laws; the ſecurity of their goods and fortunes, and 
the equality of their perſons; and that when they 
are excluded from employments, this clauſe is 
added, Salvis modernis poſſeſſoribus. This is an 
enjoy ment of rights acknowledged and reſpected 
in a Conſtitution, where men ſcruple not, with- _ 
out the leaſt motive; to change the conſtant 
cuſtom of the equal diſtribution of places in the 
Republic. The equality of perſons is ſecured to 
the Diſſidents, except in the limitation annexed 
by their excluſion from employments : There has 
been then a conſtant equality, in reality and of 
right, ſubſiſting before this limitation. The 
principles of the Government till preſent them 
ſelves in all their force, at the very time 
they are ſubverted. In the very act of 
diſannulling them, we have a proof of their 
ee But where do we find this right of 
cancelling 
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( 22 ) 
bastelt them? The power of deſtroying the 
Prineiples of a government is certainly not in the 


Principles themſelves. The equality between 
eitizens, being the fundamental law of the aſſo- 


ciation of the Poliſh Nobles, the Catholics (who 


are no better than equals of their fellow-citizens) 
have departed from this equality, and uſurped the 
rank of ſuperiors, when they pronounced againſt 
them. They have declared that they alone con- 
ſtituted the Republic, by their refuſal to admit 
them to general debates; for fince 1718, they 
rejected the Nuncios of the Diſſidents who pre- 
ſented themſelves, and were even on the point of 
offering them violence. This refuſal, and their 
proteſtations, will always ſuffice to db biste a pre- 
ſcription (could ſuch a one take place) againſt 
rights ſo facred, and fo lawleſsly dilannulled. 
A Diet, compoſed of only one party, will 
never be acknowledged as legiſlative, with au- 
thority to counterpoiſe (beſides the right of na- 
ture) the fundamental law which has determined 
the conſtitution of the Republic. The number 
of the Catholics is known and proved to be ſupe- 
rior; but that is the only pretence they can urge 
to their fellow- citizens, to exclude them from an 
Adminiſtration common to all, to diveſt them 
of the quality of members of the State, and to 
reduce them to the condition of vaſſals. The 
' Diffidents who think, and have a right to think, 
thar their equals had no power, without them, thus 
to pronounce on the primitive ties of their union, 
behold injuſtice continually arming herſelf with an 
authority the has no right to, to licenſe abuſes, 
violence, and uſurpation. Before any recourſe 
had to tlie means of a lawful defence, to procure 
the reſtitution of what belongs to them from ſo 
many pou claims, they have addreſſed themſelves te 
We bo 15 45M | 0 e 
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= the Powers TY were guarantees of their State, 
in virtue of the peace of Oliva and of that of 
Moſcow 3. and particularly to her Imperial Ma- 
jeſty, as the moſt ancient and natural Ally of their 
Country, and the moſt intereſted in the ſupport 
of the form of its government. | 

Thus have we viewed their rights, inconteſti- 
bly eſtabliſhed by the firſt laws of the Republic. 

The guaranty of foreign Powers has given them 

a new ſanction, and placed them under the ſacred 
protection of public juſtice. _ 

By Article II. of the Peace of Oliva, (which 
muſt be underſtood agreably to the explication 
and extent allowed it by the Miniſters plenipoten- 
tiary of Sweden, and as it has been ratified, with 
the declaration of thoſe Miniſters, by the King 
and the Republic) the Diſſidents partake in the 

eneral amneſty, and are ſupported in the ſame 
wt they were, before this Peace put an end to 
the war. It is expreſly ſaid, that it is not meant 
to confirm any old and obſolete laws whatever 
againſt ſuppoſed heretics. See the annexed Ar- 
ticle II. of the Peace of Oliva, under the letter 
F; as alſo the Declaration, with the Ratification, 
under the letter G. | 

The Treaty of Moſcow, Article IX. ſupports 
the biſhopricks, abbeys, conyents, and inhabi- 
tants of the Greek church in their religion, and 
puts them out of the reach of perſecution. See 
the ſubjoined Article IX. under the letter H. 

The Diſſidents, driven as they are to the greateſt 
extremities, by the continual refuſals of their 
fellow citizens to do them juſtice of themſelyes, 
and being ever the mark for perſecution, (which 
is now carried to the higheſt pitch, and pre- 

ares for them, in time to come, a condition yet 
Mg c deplor able chan that which they now. EXPE+ 


5 b  Fience). 


Ly 
rience) have no longer any hope, but in the in- 
controvertible force of their rights, and the ſup- 
rt of treaties, concluded with the powerful Al- 
lies and Friends of their Country, — 


_ 


Could the Empreſs, without ſtopping her ears 
to juſtice, -and ſilencing the ſentimencs of huma- 
nity, ſhew herſelf indifferent and calm at the 
condition of the unhappy victims of their own 
weakneſs, a part of whom is united to her by the 
bonds of one and the ſame faith? Her Majeſty 
knows the rights of the Diſſidents, ſhe ſees the 


juſtice of their cauſe z and it is no ſmall ſatisfaction 


to her to know ar the ſame time, that the right 
the has to protect them, which religion and com- 
paſſion fo naturally excite her to, has an equal- 
JJ Tc cM 
Beſides the eſſential intereſt of the proximity 
of her Empire with Poland, an intereſt common 
alſo to the Republic, and from which it has 
reaped ſignal advantages under her Imperial Ma- 
jeſty's predeceſſors, and eſpecially under her reign, 
the Empreſs conſiders herſelf as till under the 
obligation of the promiſe ſhe made to the Poliſh 
Nation during the Iaterregnum, to contribute to 
the ſupport of its happineſs and tranquillity. It 
would be a neglect on her part, to think the had 
ſufficiently diſcharged it, ſhould ſhe leave the 
Republic on the brink of the greateſt diviſions. 
This conſideration particularly preſents itſelf in 
its full force, when her Imperial Majeſty ſecs 
herſelf, on the other hand, under an obligation 
of fulfilling the engagements of her crown. 
It is hereby only, that ſhe can poſſibly reconcile 
her private ſentiments with her duty, by acting as 
yell in the capacity of a Friend, as a guarantee 
Power of the liberty of religion, infured to thoſe of 
her communion. She does not imagine that a par- 
— 


(250 

tiality, which would ſeek to invalidate all other 
motives, ſhould, by a captious diſtinction, pretend, 
that becauſe the treaty of 1686 was ſtipulated 
only for the ſpiritualties, temporalties ought to 
be indifferent to her Majeſty, or at leaſt lay her 
under no obligation. Let them alledge another 
reaſon, than religion, for proſcribing the Diſſi- 
dents, ſome fault, ſome crime againſt the Stare ; 
and then the Empreſs will be brought to believe 
that the conduct of the Catholics, in reſpect to 
them, does not infringe that liberty of reli- 
gion of which ſhe is Guarantee. But they do 
not oppreſs them only, they do more; they puniſh 
them, and that only on account of their religion, 
and by ſuch a puniſhment as cuts off the citizens 
from ſociety, and humbles them to the condition 
of vaſſals, from being members of the Sovereign, 
as they really are. Will any one ſay that this is 
enjoying calmly, and without compulſion, the ex- 
ereiſe of religion, fo pay for this exerciſe the price 
of a citizen's prerogative, equal in all his 
rigbts? „ 

"Her Imperial Majeſty has had the ſatisfaction 
to ſee all the Powers, which are reſpectively inte- 
reſted in the ſupport of their religion in Poland, 
and authorized to this purpoſe by the guarantie 
of the peace of Oliva, declare, by their Repre- 
ſentatives, to the Republic, che ſame diſpoſitions 
and ſentiments as herſelf. If vicinity makes a 
difference in the degree of protection granted to 
the ſame cauſe, her Majeſty will reſt ſatisfied with 
her paſt conduct, as well as with that ſhe intends 
to follow to the concluſion of this affair, to 
juſtify both the reality of the motives by which 
ſhe acts, and the ſincerity of the views uv which 
the ſteers her courle, | 


. 
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PRO MEMORIA. 


FIN H E obligations incumbent on her Nagel 
che Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, our moſt 
gracious Sovereign, the treaties which ſubſiſt 
between her and the Republic of Poland, as well 
as the very reſpectable e concern which unites her 
with thoſe ſubjects of the Republic who profeſs 
the ſame religion as her Imperial Majeſty, and 
others who are there known under the name of 
Diſndents, will not permit her beholding with 
indifference the afflicted condition of ſo conſide- 
table a part of the Nation, for being attached to 
modes of faith, publicly adopted and followed by 
ſo many great Powers, States, and Nations of 
Europe; and more than that, authorized even b 
the fundamental laws of the Republic. Theſe 
Diſndents being treated like obſcure and un- 
warranted Sectaries, and ſeeing themſelves not 
only deprived for ſome time paſt (particularly 
under the laſt reign, by furtive conſtitutions and 
means illegal and violent) of the different rights, 
: liberties, and prerogatives, which they enjoyed 
by virtue of the fundamental laws of a free State, 
which ſecure to all the members of it a perfect 
equality; ſeeing themſelves, moreover, reſtrained _ 
in the higheſt degree, in reſpect to the worſhip 


and public exerciſe of their religion: it is in con- 
| Formity to the orders received by the underſigned, 


the Ambaſſador extraordinary, and the Miniſter 
plenipotentiary of her Majeſty the Empreſs of all 
the Ruſſias, that they have the honour moſt humbly 
to plead with his Majeſty the King of Poland, by 
the preſent Memorial, that he would be graciouſly 


ed to uſe his endeavours, that the Difſidents, * 


both 


@ 1 


both Nobles, and thoſe of inferior rank, may be 

heard and re- eſtabliſhed, agreeably to the general 
and fundamental laws and conttitutions of the 
Republic, in the entire poſſeſſion of all the rights, 


liberties, and prerogatives, which they have 
inconteſtibly enjoyed heretofore, and expreſsly 


thoſe which concern, in any manner whatever, the 


free exerciſe of their religion; rights which mani- 


feſtly belong to them in quality of natives, and 
free, faithful, and blameleſs citizens of the 


Republic; and which have been moreover 


repeatedly confirmed to them by many moſt au- 


thentic laws and conſtitutions, 


Perſuaded that his Majeſty the King of Poland, 


| whoſe eminent qualities have purchaſed him fo 
glorious a prize, as the unanimous and unexam- 


pled choice which the Nation has lately made in 
his ſacred Perſon, will be pleafed to employ all 


his authority, that theſe repreſentations may ſoon 


have the deſired effect, and that thereby the 
treaties, which ſubſiſt between the two States, may 


be religiouſly obſerved; the under-ſigned will 
wait, full of confidence, for the ſucceſs of the com- 
miſſion with which they have been charged 
which cannot fail to ſtrengthen the ties of friend- 


ſhip and good harmony ſubſiſting ſo happily, and 


ſo long, between the two States. Done at Warz 
ſaw, September 14, 1764. 5 e 


HERMAN CHARLES Count KEY SERLIxq, 


Nicholas Prince RyxIx. 
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of her Imperial Majeſty of all che 
Ruſſias, made by her Ambaſſador 

extraordinary and plenipotentiary, 
Prince RzeNnin, to the confederate 
Republic of Poland, at the Diet 
of 1766. 


OMMUNION in alc.” and the 
glory of contributing to the happineſs of 


mankind, are not the only motives which deter- 


mine the interceſſion which her Imperial Majeſty 


this day repeats, in the moſt preſſing manner, in 


favour of the Greek ſubjects and Diſſidents of 


this Kingdom, to put a ſtop to the oppreſſion 
under which they groan, and re-eſtabliſh them in 


their condition of equality as Citizens, and mem- 


bers of the State. The underſigned, to mention 
them all in their order, will begin by repreſenting 


it as a fact, proved by the tenor of the laws of 


the Poliſh N ation, that the Greeks and Diſſidents 
have always been treated and confidered in the 
quality they now claim, in the happieſt times of 
the Republic; and that they have enjoyed, peace- 
ably and without reſtriction, all the advantages 
thereto annexed. This condition has been con- 


firmed to them by all that is binding between 


Nations, by ſacred contracts which conſtitute a 


public law between them and their fellow. citizens; 
the execution of which they may at all times de- 


mand, as they could not be infringed, or diſ- 


annulled 


( 29 ) 
annulled by the civil conſtitutions of one party 
only of the State. 
It would be ſhutting one's eyes againſt convidtion 


not to admit it as a maxim, that the conſtant 
refuſal to liſten to their Repreſentations, and to 


do them juſtice in their grievances, would ne- 
ceſſarily diſengage them from the obligations of 


an aſſociation, the advantages of which they 


would no longer partake in; and that, being 


fairly brought to the condition of free men, they 


would be authorized (and no law, human or di- 
vine, would condemn ſuch proceedings on their 
part) to chooſe themſelves judges from among 
their neighbours, between themſelves and their 


equals, and to aſſiſt themſelves by their alliance, 


if they could not otherwiſe avoid perſecution, 
The circumſtances of former times had given 


reaſon to fear this deſperate ſtate of things, ſo 


pernicious to the Republic; and ir has happily 
been provided againſt by the ſanction which 
treaties with foreign Powers have given to theſe 
national and interior conventions of Poland : 

Since which the ſupport of the State of the Re- 


public, and of its tranquillity, has been no 


longer the object of the citizens attention alone; 


but it is alſo become an obligation to its neigh- 
bours, who, in making a contract with the Re- 


public, are equally under contract with all its 
members. 


T bus it is that Ruſſia, by virtue pry the treaty 


of 1686, and the other Powers that concur in the 


| ſame. views with herſelf, in conſequence of the 
' treaty of Oliva, are engaged to watch over the 
ſafety of each party of the State, to prevent all 
diſorder: among them, by procuring them ſtrict 
juſtice, or ihm by Fong. to Hen: all, in ge- 
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neral, and in particular, every thing that conſti- 
tutes their mutual and common right. / 
We may already ſee then, in a motive ſo power- 
ful as the performance of the engagements of a 
treaty, the rule of conduct which the Empreſs 
has to follow, to procure the re-eſtabliſhment of 
the Greek ſubjects and Diſſidents in all their 
rights, and to ſecure their preſervation of them, 
Let us add motives ſtill ſtronger, ſuch as ariſe 
from the peculiar ſituation of the Empire of 
Ruſſia with reſpect to the Republic, and we ſhall 
find that the Empreſs cannot fet bounds to the 
protection ſhe grants them, without hazarding 
her own glory, the dignity of her crown, and the 
confidence of her Allies. 5 
It is not to call for new acknowledgements on 
the part of the Republic, that what her Impe- 
rial Majeſty has done for its ſervice is now going 


to be manifeſted afreſh; it is to make the cauſe 


more apparent which makes her act, and the better 


do ſhew how important it is to give her a full 
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ſatisfaction in the objects in which ſhe intereſts 
herſelf; by ſhewing the abſolute impoſſibility the 
Republic itſelf has brought her into, to deſiſt 
from it. e „%% ͤĩ Vyv 
Through an impulſe of the moſt ſincere friend- 
ſhip, and in order to fulfil the duties of a good 
neighbour, the Empreſs has taken, and will conti- 
nue to take part in the welfare of the Republic ; 
Bhe has received all poſſible ſatisfaction from the 
invitation of all the Poliſh nation in confederacy, 
to aſſiſt it in the re- eſtabliſiment of tranquillity 
within, to ſecure her liberty, and to obtain the 
free election of a Piaſt King. We have ſeen the 
generoſity and affection with which her Imperial 
Majeſty has liſtened to this claim of her aſſiſtance; 
She has taken a lively intereſt in her neighbour's 
da 5 goncerns, 


E 
concerns, in order to inſure 3 happineſs of all its 


citizens. The free election of a King of their Na- 


tion (one, and that the chief of the objects for which 
the Empreſs's help was claimed) has been made 


with a tranquillity and unanimity of which the 
Republic will hardly remember an example. 


Although her. Imperial Majeſty has ſo completely 
ſucceeded in this point, ſhe would think her 
work imperfect, if there remained any part among 
the citizens which did not fully enjoy the happy 


effects of her friendſhip. It will always appear 
to her, that ſhe has but imperfectly gained the end 


propoſed by herſelf, and by the intervention of 
others, as long as this! interior diviſion with reſpect 


to the Diſſidents ſhall remain: for which reaſon, 


het Majeſty thinks it her glory to juſtify, to the 
laſt, that confidence which the whole Republic 
has repoſed in her affection; by ſtill continuing 


the happy interpoſition of her ſuccours, till the 
final deciſion of a point ſo eſſential to the hap- 


; pineſs of a part of the citizens. 


Her Imperial Majeſty renews then her inſtances, 
in order that at this Diet this laſt fource of diſ- 


order may be ſtopped, and that the reſtoration 


of tranquillity to the Republic may be com- 


pleted. 
In recommending this affair, and praying the 


King and his Nation to treat it with all the regard 


and attention it deſerves by its importance for the 
general good, her Imperial Majeſty conſiders it 


under two points of view ; that is to ſay, as to 
what regards ſpiritualties and what reſpects tem 


poralties. 


Without having, with reſpect to the former, 
entirely aboliſhed the rights of the Greeks and 


Diſſidents, abuſes therein are in ſuch a manner 


multiplied | and carried ſo far, that the li- 
berty 
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| "Ot of religion i is almoſt reduced to Chien” or 
at leaſt to a mere trifle. The underſigned re- 
quires, in the name of the Empreſs bis Sovereign, 
that theſe abuſes be entirely redreſſed, and that 
affairs be ſo ordered, that there may be no reaſon 
to fear that. the ſame, + or new ones, may be intro- 
| duced for the future. Which cannot be done bur 
by decreeing at the preſent Diet as follows: 

1. That the Churches, which of right belong 
to the Diſſidents, and which have been illegally 


taken from them, | be reſtored to them. That 


they be not hindered from rebuilding or repairing 
ſuch of them as time or fire has damaged. That 
they be never moleſted in the adminiſtration of 


chriſtenings, marriages, burials, and the word of 


God, either within their churches, or with the ſick. 
That they be attended with every thing that de- 0 
cency and the reſpect due to ſacred things require ; 


ſuchh as the uſe of bells, and habits ſuitable to the 


condition of Greek Eccleſiaſtics, and other Diſſi- 
dents. That they be permitted to haye burying- 


3 places: in a word, to perform, without any mo- 
leſtation, whatever reſpects the ſacraments and 
- Prayers commanded in each religion; which com- 


prehends the entire liberty of divine ſervice. _ 3 
2. That, to ſettle in a firm and general manner 
the liberty of religion in all this Kingdom, it be 
ordained by the preſent Diet, that in all cities, 
towns, and villages, where there is no church 
or chapel belonging to the Greek church or other 
Diſſidents, it be N e to the profeſſors of 
thoſe religions, who ſhall chooſe to ſettle in ſuch 
places, to have churches, church- -yards, Prieſts, 
and paſtors. That theſe prieſts and paſtors be in 
no wiſe hindered, by eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, from 
| erforming their duties, and adminiſtering the 
lacraments to the people of their religion. 


8: The 


E 33 ) 


3. Liberty of religion being a point of 


natural right, and the moſt intereſting; to a Citi- 
Zen, it concerns every well-ardered Government 
that all the Citizens enjoy it, and depend in no- 


thing on another religian. Accorqing to this 


Ru e we cannot but regard, as an abuſe, that 
ind of impoſition, to which the Diſſidents are 


ſubject, | from the. Catholic clergy, for burials, : 
marriages, and chriſtenings, the variations even 


in which particulars, through different Provinces, 


ew the vanity of their pretenſions, - 'Such 


abuſes, faulty as they are in their principles, can- 
not be made valid by any private conſtitution, 
wWjhere thoſe intereſted therein have not the 
| liberty of a ſuffrage. It appears then entirely the 
part of juſtice to reform theſe abuſes; and if it 


Is agreed on, by all the Orders, to preſerve a diſtinc- 


tion to the eſtabliſhed religion in a free State; 
a moderate conſideration muſt, once for all, be 


fixed on, which ſhould rather be deemed a tribute 5 


of honour, than an impoſition. 7 


4. The Greek Scminary, at Mohilow, ſhall not 


be diſturbed, in any manner; and ſhall always be 
ſuffered peaceably to attend the education of 


their yoyth, without being hindered, by any one 


whatever, 


5. The Biſhop, and Biſhopric of RuſGa Alba, 


with all thereto. belonging, ſhall be for ever pre- 
ſerved to the Greek religion ; in like manner ag 
all the churches, as well Greeks as other Diſſi- 
dents, are to their actual communion. 

os That no Greek Prieſt, or Paſtor, nor any 
Diſſident, ſhall be obliged to appear, under any 
pretence whatever, at eccleſiaſtical tribunals; and 
that they be anſwerable £0 no other than lecular 
JurfdiGiong, 
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91 That preventing marriages between perſons 
of [IFeront Reli 8 be not permitted; and that 
the children, of both ſexes, ollow the Religion | 
of their reſpective parents. 
Ins a word, that the Greeks and Diſdents 
enjoy in Poland, in the exerciſe of their religion, 
that peace and comfortable protection which 
equity and reaſon ought to procure to every 
Citizen; and which his condition, as ſuch, in 
zuſtice ſecures to him. 

The re-eſtabliſhment of the Greeks and Diſſi- 
dents, in reſpect to temporals, is no leſs juſt, 
nor leſs affecting to the heart of her Im arial 
:Majeſty, as a neighbour intereſted by friendſhip, 
and obliged, by the engagements of her crown, 
to promote the happineſs of Poland, and to 

maintain good order there, as the ſource of 
it. 3525 
Ny Equality among the Nobility i is the Talon 
of the Poliſh liberty, and the ſureſt ſupport of 
its Conſtitutions. All thoſe Conſtitutions whoſe 
tendency it has been, from time to time, to diveſt 
the Greek and Diſſident Nobility of their rights and 
prerogatives, are the ſad effects of troubles and di- 
viſion; in which one part of the State, haſtening 
to its deſtruction, thought to gain much, by 
raiſing themſelves upon the ruins of their fellow- 
Citizens; and, for a private and momentary ad- 
vantage, deſtroyed the true and only ties by 
which the Nation was united. In a time of peace 
and re- union, when every ching conſpites to the 
re: eſtabliſnment of a permanent and unchangea- 
ble happineſs, when the laws regain their activity 
in the zeal and unanimous concurrence of true pa- 
triots, and bid fair to render the Republic as 
flouriſhing as it has ever been; ; all the Orders of 
the Stabe ought to be of opinion, that they can 


- be 


a3 


be perſectiy happy, only as they are verſe, | in 


union; and that it would be ſacrificing the honour 


of their Country to a private ill-judged intereſt, 
to keep themſelves in an excluſive poſſeſſion A 
poſts and dignities, in contempt of the primitive 


ſtate of the Republic, wherein each Religion had 
an equal ſhare in the Government. It is on this 


object of the public right of Poland, which has 


ſuffered ſo much, and been even almoſt aboliſhed 


by the civil Conſtitutions of a Party in the State, 
during times of troubles 'and diviſions, that the 


Empreſs of all the Ruſſias demands a treaty, and 


convention, by means of a negociation with part 


of the ſubjects of the Republic, who do not 


difter from others, except in following a Religion 


different from that eſtabliſhed ; in order to deter- 


mine the ſhare which may belong to them, in the 


Adminiſtration of the State, and in the advan- 


tages of the Crown: And not till after a perfect 


re- union, upon ſuch a foundation, will her Majeſty 
think her taſk accompliſhed, and that ſhe has 
entirely anſwered the end propoſed by the requi- 


ſition of the whole Republic. The ſuccours ſhe 


has granted to the whole Nation, for its general 


good, ſhe owes, and cannot refuſe, to ſo con- 


iderable a part of tae Nation, as the Body of 


Greeks and Diſſidents. The heart of the Em- 


peel would be afflicted, if ſhe had only procured 


a ſeeming. tranquillity to the Republic ; it ſhe had 


guarded it from a violence by which its laws, 


liberty, and conſtitutions were menaced, only to 
leave one part of the Nation abandoned to the 


perſecution of another; if ſhe had aſſiſted to 
reſtore to certain laws their activity, only to aggra- 
vate and perpetuate the burden of abuſes; if in 


a time when one part congratulates itſelf on her 


fuccours, and reaps the fruits of them, there re- 


F 2 maained 
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tnained. «ter; and that a conſiderable park, 


which is no leſs entitled to the care of her Ma- 
jeſty, which has made the ſame claims thereto, 
and has equally contributed to render them effica- 


ious, that ſtill groans under misfortune. 


"Religion then, the duties of friendſhip, and 
of a good neighbour, the engagements of trea- 
ties, the gloty ariſing from the perfection of her 


work; in anſwering the expectations of the whole 
Nation, lay her Imperial Majeſty undet an abſo- 


Jute neceſſity of continuing her ſolicitations, 


towards procuring the re-eſtabliſhment of the 
_ Greeks and Diſſidents in the rights, which their 


being members of a tree Stare gives them, as well 
in ſpirituals as temporals. The Emprels is per- 


fuaded that the good offices of a friend and neigh- 


bour will ſerve to make general ſuch diſpoſitions, 
ia this reſpect, as may poſſibly prevail among 


the moſt ſenſible and patriotic part of the Nation. 


As thoſe that might oppoſe this proceeding ought. 
to be regarded in no other light, but as the enemies 


of their Country, her Majeſty would not deſiſt 
from an aim, ſo uſeful as the general tranquillity, 


for private conſiderations. She will make it her 


duty to uſe all poſſible means for that purpoſe, 
and will never think her endeavours mote lau- 


dably exerted. 


Ibis is what the vhderk igned has orders to de- 


clare to his Majeſty the King and to the Republic 
of Poland, in the name of the Emprels his So- 


vereign; in full aſſurance of obtaining demands 


ſo juft from a Government, whoſe liberty even 
ought naturally to approve every thing that fa- 


vours humanity, and all that equality (which is 


Pes eſlence of it) c carries along with i it. 
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CONFIRMATION. of 3g 1 
between the Nations of Poland 
- ad Lithuania, concluded at the 
general Diet of Lublin, 1 569. 


Sigjimond Auguſtus, by the grace of Gold, King 1 
© tans. Great Duke” of Lithuania, Ge. 


FE declare to all in general, and to every 

one in particular, that, in order to ſatisfy 

the . and deſires of all the States of the 
Crown, the neceffities of the Republic, as alſo 
our duty in quality of King, that is to ſay, to 
fertle, on a firm and inviolable footing, the Union 
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania with the 
Crown of Poland, begun by our great Grand- 
father, and all the other States of theſe countries, 
ſince confirmed and ſtrengthened by our Prede- 
ceſſors, and the ſaid States; we have, for this ſame 
reaſon, appointed the preſent general Diet, there 
to make a beginning of affairs, which aim at the 
confirmation of the ſaid Union: Which is done 
with the conſent of all the States, both of the Crown, 
and Grand Duchy of Lithuania, who have juſt now 
eſtabliſhed and concluded this affair between them: 
And we ourſelves, in like manner with them, as 
far as is conſiſtent with our duty and royal autho- 

rity, according to the privileges, | declarations, 
and ordinances of our Predeceſſors, as well as of 
themſelves; as alſo according to thoſe which have 
been granted before by ourſelves, where there was 
need of them : By conſent of thoſe States alſo, 
who 


. 5 
who have guarantied and confirmed all this in a 
great confluence of all ranks, and of different 
nations, by ſolemn oaths, each of the Senators 
and of the other- States, either in perſon, or by 
Plenipotentiaries, for themſelves, and for their 
_ deſcendants... Now we, by the authority and in 


virtue of the preſent Diet, do confirm and guarantie, 


forever, this whole affair of the Union, over and 
above the other Letters of Confirmation formerly 
publiſhed by us: Which is more particularly men- 
tioned in the declarations and privileges granted 
by us formerly, and afterwards here; as alſo in 
thoſe which are written, done, and confirmed, by 
gath, among themſelves, which we here, pro in- 
fertis babere volumus; and which, for this reaſon, 
we have, by the preſent Declaration, ordered to 
be regiſtered in the acts of each Chancery, in 
their full extent; and our Chancellors are hereby 
bound to give to each, in his Palatinate, authentic 
extracts, ſealed with our ſeal; declaring and de- 
manding that the ſame attention may be paid to 
them, as if the originals themſelves were preſented 
17171777 in Aint. 
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E XTR A CT from the Tonſede- 
ration of the Year 1 586, 


IR ST, in conformity to the examples 
of our illuſtrious Anceſtors, and the ancient 
declarations and decrees of the Interregnum, 
made in theſe and other caſes, we leave entire the 
decree of the Interregnum, pronounced at the 
new city of Korczyn, by our Anceſtors, in the 
year 1438; and renewed and confirmed by us at 
Cracow, after the death of King Sigiſmund 
Auguſtus, of glorious memory, in the year 1572, 
the Saturday after the feaſt of the Holy Apoſtles; 
except the article, already cancelled, by the laſt 
Confederation between the Df dentes de religione, 
confirmed by our Kings and Maſters, Henry and 
Stephen. As this Confederation between the ſaid 
Diffidents enjoins peace and mutual love, we leave 

it, in robore ſuo juxta ſuam continentiam in toto. 
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80? * A L D1 5 L. oM fer the 
f Diſſidents. * 


N Eren from. the Grand Chancery, 1 £ 


7 E. Au guſtus U. by the grace of. God, 
VVV King 5 Poland, and Grand Duke of Li- 
e Sc. Cc. make known, by theſe prey 
ſent letters, to all, and to each whom it concerns; 
that the Noble Benjamin Arnold, our aulic Coun- 
ſellor, aſſiſting in perſon in the Expedition of 
the Chancery of our Kingdom, has preſented 
this Diploma, ſigned by our hand, and ſealed 
with the great ſeal of the Kingdom, in good 
condition, and without any ligne of faden to 
be regiſtered and inſerted in che preſent acts; con- 
raining as follows: 
We Auguſtus II. by the grace of God, „King 5 
af Poland, and Great Duke of Lithuania, make 
| known, by theſe preſent letters, to all, and to each 
whom it concerns: Although we are of opinion 
that, for the preſervation of peace wich the Diſſi- 
_ dents in the Chriſtian religion, there is nothing 
more wanting, in the Kingdom and Grand Duchy 


of Lithuania, than the ancient and modern Con- 


federations and pala conventa; willing, neverthe- 
leſs, graciouſly to accede to their wiſhes and de- 
*fires, as to what concerns the religion of the 
Diſſidents; that they may not think that the com- 
munion of the nobility, their equality, and their 
peace, have been injured by the articles in the new. 

Treaty We declare, that theſe articles, inſerted 
in the Treaty, are not to derogate, in any reſpect, 


from 


CW). 


From the Confederations of the years 1578, 
1632, 1648, 1669, 1674, 1697, and from our 
da conventa, ſeeing that they are favourable to 
the Diffidents in religion. We preſerve the ſaid 
Diſſidents, in the matter of religion, in their 
liberties, ſet forth in all theſe' Confederations, 
according to the tenor of them, (which ought to 
be held as inſerted and expreſſed here) and we 
will that they be preſerved by all the States, Offi- 
ers, and Tribunals. In token whereof, we have 
commanded that theſe preſents, ſigned with our 
hand, ſhould be ſealed with the ſeal of the King- 
dom. Given at Warſaw, February 3, in the year 
kk 114 in 155 twentieth year of our egy. I 


AUGUSTUS 8 REX: 


05 80 Marrarvs Hax, 


N 2 S e of Deccan; ; ak 
2 his Majeſty's Secretary of the 
NG mas Kingdom. 5 
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1  annefiy of all the hoftilities Which have 
bew hirherto committed, in any place or manner 
whai{cever, by either of the contracting Parties; 
jo that none of them ſhall exerciſe hoſtilities, or 
as of cumity towards another, for the futüre, 
either ot that or any uthet reaſon or pretence whats 
ſoc ver ; ether by itſeif or by its partizans, under 
the appearaace of right,” or by dint of fo ce. 
9. 2. All perions, of whar ſtate, condition, | 
br religion ſoever; as well as all ſocieties which 
have tollowed cuher party, or have been in the 
power of the enemy, ſhall enjoy this amneſty: 
And chis war ſhall cante nd {6m or damage 
to any one, in His rights, privileges, and general 
and privater cultos, es well ecclichaſtical as Civil 
and tecular, which he enjoyed before the break- 
ing out of this war; but each ſhall enjoy them, 
according to the laws of the Kingdom; and none 
Mall commence a ſuit agatalt any bodks of men, 
or individuals, on account of their attachment to 
the WE th ; fo that it ſhall be permitted to no one 
to £9 : lealt trouble to any perſon whatſoever, 
oh äcòunt of his attachment to the enemy, or to 
reproach him with it, in any wiſe. . 
ah. The cities of Royal Pruſſia, which have 
hoes pofi:fied, during this war, by bis Majeſty the 
| Win and the Kingdom of Sweden, hall, in 
like manner, preſerve all their rights, liberties, 


and 


+ 1 )* 
| and f ee which they bave enjoyed, in both. 


erelFffficab and ſetular” aFiirs, before this war, 
Gnclyding therein the free: exerciſe” of. tHe Capo. 


lic, and the Evan gelical e as was uſbal in 


the'eſties before ite war:) And bis Mafeſty the 
King of Pohod ſhall treat, favour, ant! protect, 
with th he fame. gracious clexenty as in times paſt, 


heir territory, p mmigiſtrates, locieties, citige 8, 
mhabſitants, and {abje@s! - 'Libet ty 4156 Thall be 


granted to them to repair and rebuild the public 


and private edifices, which have been dyed by 


the calamities of the war; and they ſhalt not be, 

in any ſhape, reſj ponfible for thoſe which have been 
demoliſhed; whes they were under the neceſſity of 
defending chene In bke manner, no one 


ſhall be troubled. or moleſted far what has been 


payed; as 4 tribut te &pntribution | to the Swediſh 

Winti, oy the fubjedts of the two iſles [ Werder, ] 
nor fit ol tenths 450 other dutics, which the in- 
habitants of the ſaid iſles have not been able x to 
5 eme WS, the war. Im 
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1255 G64 
G. 
DECLARATION 1 the 8 
of his Majeſty the King, and of 
the Kingdom of Sweden, touch- 
ing the peace and liberty of all 
thoſe who have ſeparated from The 
Roman Catholic Religion in Po- 


A hand, on the 14 of _ Am- 


T aten fan the . 2 * Lendrp, Pal IX. 


page 692. 155 


E, the Envoys and Delegates of his Ma- 
Jeſty the King, and of the Kingdom of 


4 3 Ih charged with the Pacification in 


Pruſſia; 
Make known, that alchough the Diſſidents i in 


the Kingdom of Poland, and the Grand Duchy 


of Lithuania, are not expreſsly named in Article 
IT. of the Treaty of Peace, which concerns the 


Amneſty; the ſaid Amneſty, both general and 
particular, regards them nevertheleſs alike, and 


they are to enjoy it in its utmoſt extent; foraſmuch 
as the Swediſh Envoys have never had the deſign 


of confirming, by this Treaty, the old and ob- 
| folete Laws, - eſtabliſhed - againſt the pretended 
Heretics, whatever they might be, or thoſe that 
have been lately enacted, during the continuance 


of this war, (during the period of which, it ought 
and may be juſtly preſumed that no novelty ſhould 


| be introduced ;) But that they have had no other 


aim, than to re-eſtabliſh every thing in the ſame 
condition as before this war, by means of this 
Pacification; . 


3 ) 3 
Pacification; and to contrive, that no perſon be 
ill-treated or diſquieted, under any pretext what- 
ever, for having. followed the Party of his Ma- 


jeſty the King of Sweden. For which reaſon, we 


declare and certify, that the words of F. 2. of 


the Article abovementioned, According to the laus 


of the Kingdom, have not heretofore, nor do now, 
really admit any other interpretation, on our ſide, 


than this; That every one, without exception, 


and of what ſkate, condition, or religion ſoever 


he be, ought to enjoy the rights, privileges, and 


cuſtoms, both in eccleſiaſtical and ſecular affairs, 


according to the laws of the Kingdom, in the 
ſame manner as before this war. In token 
| whereof, we have ſigned: the preſent Certificate, 
with our own hands, and have ordered it to be 
ſealed with the great ſeal of the E Ry" Satur- 


day, May ++ ee 


"i Gabria 1 h Gare: 
Benedictus Oxenſtierna., 


en, Carolus  Schlppenbach- 2 Gut =» 


dentlau. 
(8 


* N | Gotbofredus von Sehrier, Secretary 


to the Embaſſy. 


Inſertion in the Treaty. 


HEREFORE, we John Caſimir; 


King of Poland, and Great Duke of Li- 
2 N Sc. &c. do promiſe, and take on us, in 


our name, and in that of our Succeflors, of our. 
Poſterity, and of the Republic of Poland, to 
approve and ratify, by good and royal faith, all 
the points which have been inſerted and decided 


in the engagements above- written; as we'do hereby 
approve 


end wife chem, (in ſukh manber, #6. 5 
vertheleſs, that Article II. of the Freary of Peace 


ee 


be underſtood according to the Declaration oh 
tained in the ſeparate Artieſe) and not tö ſulfer 
| that they be infringed; in any manner are ver, 
any of our vallale, '6fficers,” ant ſubjects, ot 
cf thoſe of the Kingdom of Poland, be of the 
Grand Duchy of Eithuania: And ſince, With 
reſpect to the guarantie of foreign Princes and 
— the contracting Parties habe reſerved to 
themſelves the liberty of inviting other Princes 
and Powers to this puarantic, and to name them 
at the time of ratification; We have invited, by 
our Miniſters, in our name, and in that of the 
Republic, certain Prindes an States to the conc. 
firmation of this guatanrie, and habe grafted to. 
our Envoy Plenipotentiary, full power to name 
them, when the ſaid Ratifitation ſhall be made 
before the contracting Parties. In token of 
which, we have ſigned theſe preſents with our 
own hand, and have cauſed them to be ſealed 
Wich the great ſeal of out Kiogdom. Given at 
Warſaw, in the ſolemn gt ona, June 26, 


_ 1900. 
Jenn CASIMIRUS REX. 
G. L) 


Inſertion in the Treaty! 


F7 HEREFORE, be, the Senators and! | 
'Y__- Commiſſioners of the Nobility, ſent by 


the moſt ſerene King, and the Republic of Po- 
land, do promiſe and take upon us, by virtue of the 
full power which has been Fb us by the Re- 
public, to approve and ratify, in its name, all the 
Points which have been compriſed in the Treaty | 
os to EE according to the royal Conſtitu- 
tion, 


0 47, ) 


5 1 * 


tion of 1659, as we approve and ratify them by 
theſe preſents, (in ſuch manner, nevertheless, 
that Article II. of the Treaty of Peace be under- 
| ſtood according to the Declaration caatained in 
the ſeparate Article,) and not to ſuffer that they 
be intringed, in any manner whatever, by any 
vaſſal, officer, or lybject of the Republic. We 
engage and promiſe, moreover, at the next Diet, 
to cauſe the acts of the Ratification- of this Peace 
to be inſerted, both on the part of his Majeſty, 
and on our own, in the general Conſtitutions 
of the Kingdom, and the code of our Laws. 
And ſince, with reſpect to the guarantie of the 
foreign Princes and States, the contracting Parties 
bave reſerved to themlelves, the liberty of invj> | 
ting thereto, in like manner, other Princes and 
Powers, and of naming them at the time of tha 
Katification; we accept the Princes and States 
that have been invited -by his Majeſty the King 


2 confirmation of the guarantie, and that 

mall be named as guarantee Frinees and States, 

*# the time of the interchanging the Ratificatians 
cfore the contracting Powers, preciſely as if they 


— 
Aa 


had been here exprefsly named. In token 


8.5 and authorized by our own ſigns manual 


4 4 ® * 


of the Delegates. 
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T REATY 075 perp A 188 5 
tween the Lapin of all the Ruſſias 
and the Crown of Poland, con- 
| cluded at Moſcow, 4 6, 1686. 


8 ARTICLE Ix. 


_—_ at 1 in Uke manner SS on Sand 64 | 
. termined, that his Majeſty ſhall not ſuffer any to 
oppreſs, in any ſhape, and to force to the Roman 

Catholic Communion, and to the Union, the 
Churches and the. (a) Biſhoprics of Luck, Ga- 
liz, Przemyſl, Leopol, Ruſſia Alba, and the 
Monaſteries thereon dependent, to wit, the Ar- 


„ chimandries of Vilna, Minſk, Polock, Orſza, 


ä —— 
— — . 
— : — 
2 — AY 2 __ 
— 2 — 


and others, the Abbeys and Convents, in which 
the orthodox Greek - Ruſſian Religion was and till 


zs at preſent eſtabliſhed; nor all thoſe which in- 
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habit the Republic of Poland, and the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania, which continue in this 
Religion: : And, this Stipulation ſhall not be in- 
fringed, but rather ſupported: by his ſaid Majeſty 
the King, according to ancient rights, in all the 
eccleſiaſtical immunities and liberties: And, as by 
the actual ceſſion of the city of Kiow to their 
Cxariſn Mzjeſties, it will be-incumbent upon the 
abovementioned biſhops,” who are in the Kingdom 
of Poland, and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, 
to be ordained * n by the Metropo- 


. 1 f * * , k lian 
$444 Fog r * & 5. ® ' EY * _— ; 


(a). Theſe five Biſhopr rics are now reduced to the fogle 
Biſhepric of Ruſſia Alba; and it was notwithſtanding | 
| ip ulated that none hould be compelled to the 2 | 


G 
litan of Kiow, according to cuſtom and their 


_ eccleſiaſtical hierarchy ; that ſhall not be detri- 


mental to-any of them, with regard to the good 
graces of his Majeſty the King. In return, on 
the part of their Czariſh Majeſties, no violence 


fhall be done in matters of faith, or conſtraint uſed 


to embrace another Religion, againſt thoſe of the 
Romiſh Religion who are in their States, eſpecially 
in the Countries juſt now ceded; on the contra- 
ry, they ſhall have full liberty to follow this Re- 
ligion. On this account, no hindrance or hurt 
ſhall be done them in the poſſeſſion of their 
goods, and they ſhall ſuffer no loſs in the good 

graces of their Czariſh Majeſties, and ſhall have 


the free exerciſe of their N in their 


houſes, Sc. 


AL 
- * E 
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As yet there has n nh. * 
following Piece againſ} the Rights | 
, the Diſſidents. The Remarks 
. bereto annexed will ferve to lamp 

4 right Himate on it. 


MEMORIAL 


HE Diſſidents demand toleration in the 

State, and admiſſion to all the prerogatives 
enjoyed by the eſtabliſhed Religion. This de- 
mand has many parts, which it is material to 
diſtinguiſh well. 
They make pretenſions to toleration in the 
State; that is, that the free and conſtant exerciſe 
of that worſhip to which they are attached be per- 
mitted them; that difference of doctrine may 
not expoſe them to perſecution z but that they 
may enjoy the protection of the Laws, and the 

advantages common to Citizens. 

Conſidered in itſelf, this pretenſion has no- 
thing in it but what is right. Nature, which 
grants to all men an equal right in the ſame 
things, cannot but approve all that tends to eſta- 
bliſh this equality among them: Political inſti- 
tutions, which have ſucceeded thoſe of nature, 
far from forbidding toleration, command it, 
as eſſential to the proſperity of States. 
Nevertheleſs, all theſe reaſons ought not to 
make us forget, that the eſtabliſhed Religion 
muſt have a character of dignity to diſtinguiih it 
from others, and declare it to be that of the 
State and Sovereign: Of courſe it muſt fer 

| bounds to the pride of thoſe who are tolerated, 


and 


„ 
REMARKS. 


r would be miſtaking the ſtate of the Republic, and 


that of the Diſſidents, to ſuppoſe that they requeſt 
a toleration in Poland. They are men and citizens, and no 


crime has made them loſe qualities ſo eſſential: Force, 
which has deſpoiled them, and ſtill continues to keep them 


in oppreſſion, is the only pretence produced againſt them. 
Is this ſufficient to annul rights, which they hold from 
nature, which the fundamental Laws of the State have 
enſured to them, and which they have ſealed with their 
blood on all occafions, when the preſervation of their 


country was in queſtion ? The moſt lively wit, the moſt 


brilliant imagination, will never be able to perſuade 
this : This 1s, nevertheleſs, the thing that has been attempt- 
ed in the Memorial we now reply to. There is, at firſt, much 
honeſty diſplayed in finding nothing unlawful in the pre- 
tenſions of the Diſſidents; and they continue to preſerve it, 
under the appearance of reducing it by this expreſſion of 
Toleration; becauſe whenever they pleaſe to underſtand that 
they demand the advantages common to a Citizen, all is com- 
prized in this demand: Liberty of Religion, as well as all 
temporal rights, that ſpring from it. If nature founds theſe 
rights, and makes them independent of ſuch or ſuch a 
worſhip; if political inſtitutions in general may favour 
this independence; the proper Conſtitution of the Republic 
has acknowledged the Diſſidents in their Religion, the ſame 


as they ſince profeſs'without any alteration ; it has given to 


rights, which were already common to them, all the 


authenticity they were capable of, and has formed thereof 
a public national Law, by a Contract between equal mem 
bers of a free State. This is what we are about to recal to 


the memory of an Author, who ſometimes feigns ignorance 
of the hiſtory of his Country, who thinks himſelf too ſecure 
in his arguments, to give himſelf the trouble of founding 


them on the truth of facts, and who appears abſolutely 
determined to prefer the embelliſhments of ſtile to the merit 
of cloſe reaſoning. Without ſeeking to imitate him, we 
will purſue him, ſtep by ſtep, as cloſe as poſſible ; which is 


he only method we ſet ourſelves, 


If we are to call That the eſtabliſhed Religion, which is 


followed by the greateſt number, the Catholic muſt be con- 


fidered as ſuch in Poland: If what is called the Sovereign re- 


ſides in the perſon of the King and in the Senate, then it is 


alſo the Religion of the Sovereign. But Dominion and So- 
N | H 2 vereignty 
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632 } 
and prevent them from emulating their maſters; 
in ſeeking to equal the conſecrated. pomp of their 
worſhip.” Every | tolerated Se& ought to enjoy 
the liberty of exerciſing the eſſential acts and 


ceremonies of its Religion, with the decency due 
to the object; but not with that proud oſtentation 
which it affects, rather to vaunt, than to obey 


the zeal of an upright conſcience and a ſincere 


piety. This is what appears, to me, to conſtitute a 
true toleration, its foundation, and its bounds. 


We are not, however, to conclude from what 


has been ſaid, that the Diſſidents have a ſtrict 


right to toleration in Poland, that they may de- 
mand it, as their due, and that i it cannot be re- 


fuſed them, without injuſtice: The motives of to- 
leration, we have advanced, are taken from the 
particular intereſt of each State, and can ſerve 

only as a perſuaſive to the Poliſh Nation favoura- 


bly to hear the demand of the Diſſidents: Rea- 
Tons from convenience, on one part, do not con- 


ſtitute a ſtrict right, on the other. 


Such is the true point of view, in which we 


ought to behold the firſt part of the Diſſidents 
: demand : We muſt now pals on to the ſecond. 


This offers to“ conſideration, Whether the 


Diſſidents ought to enjoy all the privileges which 
the eſtabliſned Religion is poſſeſſed of. 


The Diſſidents are not for ſolliciting favours; 


they claim rights, founded on the authority of 
the Conſtitutions of the State, the guarantie of 
Treaties, and their poſſeſſions. 


Suppoſing that Conſtitutions could lay the Diet 


under a reſtriction, (a queſtion we will handle 
hereafter,) it is really moſt true, that toleration 
in worſhip, peace, and harmony with the Diſſi- 


dents, are therein enjoined in more places than 
one; but 0 far from their being able to produce 


any, 


{$8 ] 


vereignty reſiding only in the general Aſſembly of the Nobĩ- 


lity, and being in ſuch a manner dependent on unanimity, 
that one fingle voice will ſometimes ſtop ſhort that Sove- 
reignty, and deprive it of all its functions; the ſtate of the 
Catholic Religion, and the denomination that belongs to it, 
are not ſo clear, as was at firſt imagined. But let us for a 


moment regard this diſcuſſion as frivolous, If the Catholic 


Religion is actually the Religion of the Sovereign, and the 
eſtabliſhed Religion, can men give it no other qualifications 
to make us recognize its ſuperiority, than advantages purely 
temporal? Can it no otherwiſe be exalted, hah depri- 
ving Citizens of every thing that conſtitutes them ſuch ? 
If ſuch a manner of doing it honour enters little into the 


ſpirit of the Chriſtian Religion, it enters {till leſs into that 


of a political inſtitution, which has taken for its baſis an 
equality among Citizens. 55 


Pride is a dangerous vice, and it is the part of wiſdom to 


ſet a guard againſt it. Inferiority excludes it, nor does 


equality admit it; ſuperiority alone gives itſelf up to it, 


and examples thereof are, unfortunately, but too frequent. 


The Diſſidents, in their preſent humble ſtate, cannot be 


ſuſpected of it; they are yet far from being equal ; _ they 


will never be maſters, nor do they aſpire to it. 


KRivalſhip contains in it a notion of emulation, the n 
of all Republics; and the Diſſidents ſuppoſe themſelves 


intitled to it: They think they have a right to be the 


rivals of their equals, their fellow- citizens; and Religion 


ought to follow the fortune of its profeſſors. It is ſufficient, 
on this head, to be well convinced, that the Poliſh Gen- 
tlemen, the Aſſembly of whom forms the State, the Re- 
public, and the Sovereignty, are aſſociated by ties of an 
inſtitution merely civil, temporal, and political, and not 
by a ſpiritual authority; that they are united by the heart, 
and not by the conſcience. 1 85 1 8 8 
A Sovereign who addreſſes his ſubjeQs, eſtabliſhes the 
foundation of Toleration, which he grants them, and ſets 
ſuch bounds thereto as pleaſe him. As whatever flows 
from his will is a favour, he guides himſelf, in this reſ- 
pect, by his peculiar convenience, which is but perſuaſive, 
and does not conſtitute a ſtrict right. This is allowed: 


But ſhall any one dare to aſſert, that the Diſſidents are in 


this hypotheſis, _ 


. Theſe are Citizens who have an equal right in the land, 


as well as in the public liberty; who demand that they 
may not be cut off from the Body of a Republic, whoſe 
ſecurity, proſperity, and glory, are of equal concern to 


them with their Fellow-citizens, Theſe are members of the 


Sovereign 
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any; which eſtabliſh their title to employments, 
that, on the contrary, there are clauſes which 
exclude them from them. In 1424, under Ula- 
diſlaus Jagellon, a Law was made, which im- 
ported, That every Heretic, or perſon ſuſpected 
of hereſy, and whoever ſhould be his aider or 


abettor, ſhould be treated as guilty of treaſon ; - 


all his goods, moveable or immoveable, ſhould 
be confiſcated to the ſervice of the royal Trea- 
fury; his poſterity, male and female, be deprived 
of ſucceſſion and honour, without being capable 
of admiſſion to any employment or dignity ; but 
they ſhould, together with their anceſtors, be re- 
puted infamous, and not be allowed to enjoy any 
privilege of Nobility. Conſt. Vol. I. page 85. 
In 1439, under Uladiſlaus III. war is declared 
againſt all thoſe who ſhould be favourers of he- 
reſy. Conſt. Vol. I. page 140. 
Theſe are laws very expreſs and poſitive againſt. 
Diſſidents, before even there were any Diſſidents 
in Poland. This laſt circumſtance is worthy of 
remark, ſince it is eſſential to the legality of the 
Decree: If it had been poſterior te the intro- 
duction of Proteſtantiſm in Poland, it might be 


15 objected, that the Diſſidents, who had apoſtatized 


before any Law was iſſued againſt them, were 
puniſhed for a crime, againſt which the Law 
had not as yet pronounced: But it was in the 
year 1424z that is, 125 years before the 
| epocha, when the ſtudents of Cracow, diſſatis- 
fied with the Government, which had not, ac- 

_ cording to their deſire, revenged the death of one 
of their fraternity, with ſufficient rigour; betook _ 
themſelves to Prague, ſpread over Germany, 
there adopted the doctrines of the Proteſtants, 
brought them back along with them after that, 
and preached them! in their own country. 1 1 
ue: 


— 8 
Sovereign, who addreſs otber members, and demand the 
ſupport of the ties which unite them. To refuſe to hear 


them, and do them juſtice, is to pronounce the diſſolution 


of ſociety: It is to declare, that every one is reſtored to his 
primitive liberty, and empowered to provide for his wel- 
fare, in a manner which ſhall appear to him the ſafeſt. 
_ Certainly men will not pretend, that while the advantages 

of ſociety ceaſe, the obligations thereof remain in- 
violable. . . | SERIES 
The Diſſidents meaſure not their demands by the uſurpa- 
tions of the Catholic church, but by their poſſeſſions, and 


the moſt authentic rights. To confine, to peace and harmo- 


ny with them, the advantages which the Conſtitutions have 
_ decreed in their favour, and ſo loudly to proclaim the pro- 

ſcriptions of the Kings who bear the names of Uladiſlaus; 
iſſued in 1424 and 1439; is to open the book, or code of 


laws, at the page which makes for us, and to ſhut it, when 
we read therein what makes againſt us. Has any one 
erazed from this book the privilege which Sigiſmund Au- 


guſtus granted them? a privilege that has acquired the 
ſanction of a law of the State, by the confirmation of the 
Diet, and the practice of a Century and a half ? i 


It is this law we muſt begin by, to give usa juſt and pre- 
ciſe idea of the State of the Diſſidents. The æra of it is ſo 


much the more memorable for the Nation, as it was the 
ſame time that the ſyſtem of its government was fixed, ac- 
cording as it is at this day: So that, if the liberty of Re- 
ligion in general is inherent in the quality of a Man and a 
Citizen, this liberty, particularly determined and ſecured 


to the Diſſidents, as it is, (as well as their title to employ- 


ments, ) is a part of the foundation of the Republic. The 
Era of its liberty, and that of the Diſſidents, is the ſame. 


This Kingdom, joined with Lithuania, became, under 


Sigiſmund Auguſtus, (who completed the re- union of the 


two States,) that free and independent Republic, which 
regulated the form of its Government, eſtabliſhed its Laws, 
and made itſelf what it has been ſince that time. It was 


then, that all the Citizens of the different Religions eſta- 
bliſned in Poland, reunited in Diet, conſecrated, in the 
Code of the laws of their Country, that right of nature, 
that perfect liberty, and that equality which is the portion 
of mankind; and decreed, by unanimous conſent, that 
their Religion ſhould not cauſe any difference between them. 
The good of the State being ill underſtood, had made 
exceptions in favour of the Romiſh communion, to the 
| prejudice of the others; but the Nation, awaking from its 

error, aboliſhed them, and efabliſked an equality among 


them, 


Ll 
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But ſome one will perhaps ſay, that the Le- 
hier by the word Heretic, could not mean 
the Diſlidents, who did. not as yet ſubſiſt. I 
anſwer, that in pronouncing againſt the ſcholars 
of the univerſity of Prague, (which is now 
actually the point in queſtion) the law has con- 
demned the Lutherans and Calviniſts; whoſe | 
doctrine was engrafted on that of Wicliff, John 
 Huſs, and Jerome of Prague, who were the firſt 
that gave the ſignal to Europe to revolt from the 
holy See: Beſides, this laſt point, which is com- 
mon to all the Diſſidents, is really what conſti- 
utes capital hereſy, in all Catholic countries. The 
Law, therefore, which has pronounced againſt. 
hereſy, has inconteſtibly condemned all thoſe, 
who have ſhaken off the yoke of dependency upon 
Rome: Of courſe it is unqueſtionable, that ſince, 
after the abolition of Paganiſm, the Catholic was 
the primitive, national, and reigning Religion 
of the State, the above-mentioned laws did not 
leave every Citizen at liberty to abandon it with 

impunity; and that every apoſtate, becoming a 

rebel to the laws of the State, voluntarily in- 
_ curred the pain of 1 ignominy pronounced againſt 

him. 

Theſe firſt fundamental Laws being enacted, 
the Legiſlator was not idle, but, on many occa- 
| fions, exerted himſelf againſt the favourers of 
| ſchiſm. At the death of Sigiſmund Auguſtus, 
the confederate States throng: that the doctrine 
of the Reformed had made a great number of 
proſelytes, notwithſtanding the rigour of the 
Pa affrighted, moreoyer, by the bloody wars, 
occaſioned by the perſecution in Germany) de- 
creed that no one ſhould be ſuffered to call any 
' perſon whatſoever to account for the cauſe of Re- 
gion; and the better to ſecure e theſe 

word 


C a3 


them, in a firm and laſting manner. Could an event ſo 


important as this be forgot in a Memorial, where objections 


againſt the eſtabliſhment of the Diſſidents are ſo multiplied ? 
How, in recapitulating theſe former profcriptions, againſt 


SeRs totally foreign to the Religion of the Diſſidents, was a 
Law forgot, which re-eſtabliſhed the order of nature and 
the right of Citizens? Two Articles, agreed on by Princes 
prior to Sigiſmund, which reſtricted the honour and dignity 
of debating in the Republic to the Romith communion, are 
therein retraced, corrected, and explained, according to 
the ſpirit of the Conſtitution of the Poliſh Government. 
It was not the favour of a Monarch, it was not a ſurpriſe on 
Religion, but the prayer of a free Nation, which unanj- 
mouſly demanded that equality ſhould be reſtored, | 

* We will here ſubjoin an extract from that Privilege of 
Sigiſmund Auguſtus, and the Confirmations of it that have 


been made; though theſe Pieces are printed, and muſt ne- 


ceſſarily be known by the Author of the Memorial now 


replied to, | = | 
He will there ſee the ſource of the Diſſidents privileges, 
inſerted in the Code of the fundamental Conſtitutions of the 
Republic. A free and independent Nation determined 
them in their favour : They were acknowledged Citizens 
of the State: They were declared capable of holding any 
Employment: Their equality of rank was fixed by the 
authority of a ſovereign Power, in which they took part, 
under the notion of one and the ſame body. 5 
Was the condition of the Republic leſs glorious than it 
is this day? Since the time that the Catholic Religion has 
aſſumed all parts of the Adminiſtration, will any one aſſert 
that Poland has been more happy and calm within itſelf, and 
more diſtinguiſhed among its Neighbours, than when the 
Diſſidents, being ranked among the Fathers of their Country, 


concurred, by their zeal, and by the wiſdom of their delibe- 


rations, in promoting the welfare and happineſs of the 
public? The Author advances many things; this has 
eſcaped him: Such an aſſertion would have done him ho- 
nour by its novelty. It is ſurpriſing, that having had it in 
his power to avail himſelf of fact, he ſhould have choſen 
to make reflections on the ſpeculative adyantages of unity 
in Relig . . 
Did the Poliſh Nation ſtop, in thoſe times, at the pro- 
ſcriptions of the Kings Uladiſlaus? and againſt whom 
were theſe proſcriptions levelled ? Againſt fugitive, ſcholars, 
- PR Ed tid 0 n)... 
® This Extract, and the Confirmations, are in the Explanation of the 
Rights of 15 Difligents, pag. 6—9. ITY en * Fo 
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words were inſerted in the pafa conventa of our 
Kings, Pacem cum Difji dentibus conſervabimus. 
This fear has engaged the Republic ro renew, on 
many occaſions, the ſecurity of their perſons and 
poſſeſſions to the Diſſidents; for inſtance, the 
Confederations of 1632, 1648, 1668, and 1674. 
However, no public act permits them to aſpire 
after Employ ments. ; 
In 1717, under Auguſtus II. the Treaty of 
Wahn (made under the guarantie of Peter the 
Great) forbids the Keeper of the Seals to affix 
them to grants, which the Diſſidents had ob- 
tained of the King. 
After the death of Auguſtus II. the general 
Confederation of Warſaw promiſes to the Diſſi- 
dents the ſecurity of their goods, and equality of 
perſons 3 with this reſtriction, that they enjoy no 
power in Diets and Tribunals, and that they 
ſhould be incapable of holding any Employment 
of the State: And all that the Confederation of 
1764 did, was to confirm them. In fine, the 
pacta conventa of the now reigning Prince oblige 
him to conform to the aforeſaid Conſtitutions, 
with reſpect to the Diſſidents. 50 

We have proved by Conſtitutions, faithfully 
cited, that the Laws of the State oppoſe the am- 
bition of the Diffidents; but ſuppoſing that they 
were as favourable to chorn as they ate the con- 
trary, their authority would be of no force, with 
reſpect to the Diet, which does not acknowledge 
the obligations of any Law. In the Diet re- 
ſides the legiſlative Power, in the utmoſt extent 
of the words : Now, it is impoſſible to ſay, that 
the Legiſlator can, in ſpite of himſelf, become 
the ſlave of his own Laws: The ſame authority 
which has given them the right to decree, im- 
Piſs, at the fame time, a right to annul thoſe 


decrees. 


„ 


2gainſt vagabond preachers, againſt lawleſs people, who, 


by their artful proceedings, were dangerous to the State, 
and as much diſturbed the political Conſtitution, as th-y did 
Religion, Could a Religion have been conſidered in this 


proſcription, whoſe condition was not as yet determined? 
And what compariſon was to be made of a ſe& of obſcure 


people, diſgraced by their manners, to a Religion counte- 
nanced by powerful Monarchies, and which contends for 
dignity with the Romiſh communion? n LR 
The argument drawn from the priority of this pro- 
ſcription to the eſtabliſhment of Proteſtantiſm, is falſe; 
becauſe to proſcribe what does not exift, is abſurd, When 


the Author endeavours, by anticipation, to ſtamp a value on 


ſuch a proſcription, againſt the Religions of the Diflidents, 


he is defired to be more re:erved on the foundations, which 
he himſelf alone has gratuitouſly attributed to them. Theſe 


Religions are founded on the Goſpel, on the word of God in 
its purity, and not on human opinions; and the very proving 


of this to the Court of Rome has been the cauſe of their great 
ſucceſs. Theſe words, Signal of revolt, are not, in our days, 


to be uſed as forms of expreſſion, when we are ſpeaking of 


Religions, followed by ſo many Sovereigns: There is herein 
a want of decorum. The yoke of dependence on Rome, is an ex- 
preſſion quite Catholic; but it would lead to long diſ- 


cuſſions on the origin of this yoke, its progreſs and abuſes, 
and the plots and intrigues which have extended and con- 
tinued it. We have no ill will againſt thoſe, who are re- 


tainers to theſe old and venerable opinions; but if they 


inwardly deſpiſe the lights of later ages, they will be re— 
queſted to ſtifle ſuch a notion, and not to publih it in 
monkiſh expreſſions, to which the Diflidents will make no 
anſwer, as they are not inclined to make a point in Religion 
of their rights and rank as Citizens. Such religious 
_ queſtions generally end ill, or the greateſt advantage men 
derive from them is to remain in their former doubts ; 
whereas they are deſirous of having their lot decided once 
for all. It will not be granted, that the Catholic Religion 
is of earlier date in Poland than the Grezk. Five whole 
Provinces have always profeſſed the latter, and been con- 


ſidered on an equal footing in the body of the State: So. 


that the Greek Religion 1s as much the primitive and na- 
tional Religion as the Catholic. „ 

If, at the death of Sigiſmund Auguſtus, the Reformed 
gained ſuch ground, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the 
laws, can it be hoped that redoubled vigour will, at preſent, 
have more ſucceſs againſt a Religion eſtabliſned, firmly 
rooted, followed for ſo many ages, and authorized by the 
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dertees The one and the other have the ſaine d 


foundation; ſo that the laſt will of the Diet is, in 


itſelf, the ſupreme Law, Evety will, anterior and 
_ contrary, is annulled by the lateſt AR: If the old 


Laws remain in force, it is becaule they receive 


confirmation from its ſilence. In a word, the 
Diet is the moſt. abſolute and the moſt lawful 

Lord; from whence it follows, that the pains ' 
the Dimdents take to cite the Conſtitutions (pains 
Very well beſtowed, had they to plead beſore the 
King, the or any other Magiſtracy, 
which have all ſworn to obſerve them) become 
abſolutely of no ſervice, when their cauſe has 
the legiſlative Power itſelf for Judge. | 


They challenge the guarantie of Treaties with 


| foreign Powers Doubtleſs theſe Treaties are 


chains, from which the Poliſh Nation neither 
can nor deſires to diſengage itſelf; the contract- 


ing Powers have a right to exact the full accom- 


plihment of them: More than that, their honour 
is concerned, in rendering reſpectable, thoſe rights 


which they have guarantied. Far from denying 
ſuch principles, we would deſend them if they 


Were attacked: 


Jet us then take a view of tler Treaties 


wherein the Diſſidents may be concerned. 


The Treaty of Vellau is the firſt that preſents 
| itlelf. It was concluded in 1657, between John 


Caſimir, King of Poland, and F rederic William, 


 EleQor of Brandenburg. By this Treaty, the 
Ele&or, who till then had poſſeſſced Ducal 
Pullis, under the dee ae of a Fief of 
Poland, acquired the ſupreme dominion of it, 
for wif and his male deſcendants. 7 9 7 
burg-Pruſſia then is the only ſubjeck i in queſtion; 
and moreover the only Article that ſpeaks of Re- 
ligion (which is Article XVI.) not t only. makes no 
mention | 
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examples df ſo many powerful States? Do they think, that 
the men they haraſs, are no longer men? Is 

This formulary, Pacem cum Diſſidentibus conſervabimus, (a) 


* 
. o 


has reſpect to a prior Conſtitution, by which the Republic 


had determined, as we have juſt now ſeen, that the diffe- 
rence in Religion ſhould make none with regard to title to 


 Employments. A ftate of peace preſerves affairs in their 


former condition. When the Diſſidents, before the intro- 
duction of this oath, were in poſſeſſion of Employ ments 
and Dignities in the State, what pretence could there be for 
diſpoſſeſſing them, ſo long as men were deſirous of living 
in harmony with them? In all the Confederations that are 
quoted, not a word is mentioned of Employments, becauſe 
that was a matter of right; and Citizens, on an equality 


with each other, in treating together about the welfare of 


the State, entered not minutely into their own private con- 
dition, which was known and decided at the time of the true 


foundation of the liberty of the Republic. More than that, 
in the Confederations between the Catholics and the other 


Religions, as both parties beſtowed on each other the name 
of Diflidents, the Catholics did even thereby renounce all 
ſuperiority in Religion. Cen 42 
A wrong citation is made of that paſſage, by which 
Chancellors are forbid to ſeal the grants made to the Diſſi- 
dents, in that the words, to the prejudice of the Catholics, 
are omitted. The prohibition, taken as it is in the text 


of the Law, includes an exception, which, far from abo- 
liſhing the rights of the Diſſidents, only tends to confirm 


them, And really, what can be inferred from this prohi- 
bition, 20 the prejudice of the Catholics, but that the number 
of the Diſſidents being leſs, this proportion oughc to be 
obſerved in the diftribution of grants; and that, otherwiſe, 


the Catholics would ſuſtain a loſs ; and that, in ſuch caſes, 
the Chancellors ſhould refrain from ſealing ?. Put what con- 


ſtruction we pleaſe, it can only be inferred from this, that 
on | —_ | | - there 


Lo 


(a) Moreover, this quotation of the Author requires greater exactneſs; 


for theſe expreſſions, Pacem et tranguillitatem inter Diſſidentes tuebar, are what 


the Kings have always made uſe of in ſwearing to maintain peace among 


their Diſſident Subjects in Religion. The word among relates to the 


equality of Religions, decided by the Confederation of 1573. The word 


zoith has quite another meaning, and tends to prove, that the Greek, 


Reformed, and Lutheran Religions alone are comprehended under this 
quality of Diſſidents. If there has crept into ſome Confederations of the 


Catholic Party, ſuch an alteration of the formulary of the oath vſed by 
the Kings, this alteration is now wrongfully adopted, in the room of the 

axiginal Stipulation z in order to give a different turn to the queſtion, and 
henceforth to repreſent the Diſſidents as never having had an e 


| | qual ſhare in 
the Legiſlature, and as dependent on the Catholic Religion, 


— 


| ; G 
mention of the Diſſidents, but is merely Intended 
to preſerve the prerogatives of the Catholic Re- 
ligion. in Brandenburg-Pruſha, = 
The Treaty of Oliva is that of 1660, and was 
concluded between John Caſimir and his Allies, 
on one part, and Charles XI. King of Sweden, 


on the other, under guarantie of- Lewis XIV. 


The rwo principal clauſes of this Treaty are, 
Caſimir's renunciation of the Crown of Sweden, 
and the ceſſion of Livonia. | 
The, Articles treating of Religion are the ſe. 
_ cond and fourth. Article II. reſpects only the 
Cities of Poliſh Pruſſia, which paſſed over to 
the dominion of Sweden: Their temporal and 
ſpiritual prerogatives are therein ſupported ; and 
promiſe 1s given to favour the tree exerciſe of the 
Catholic and Evangelical Religion as before the 
war. Article IV. regards Swediſh Livonia: It 
is therein ſaid, that, as to the Roman Catholic 
Religion in chat Province, all the inhabitants, 
and other ſubjects attached to it, ſhall enjoy full 
liberty, and ſecurity of conſcience. 
In fine, the Treaty of 1686 with Ruſſia, Ar- 
ticle IX. ſpeaks only of the Greek Religion. 
Toleration and ſecurity in worſhip are therein 
ſingly and ſolely ſtipulated; and there is no fort | 
of mention made of Polts or Employments. 
In ſhort, the Diſfidents reſt their demand on 
this; That formerly they poſſeſſed Employ- 
ments: We do not diſpute it with them; that is 
true: But what follows from thence ? We mult 
not conclude what is right from what has been 
done; and before we ſettle the right of enjoy- 
ment on paſt poſſeſſion, we muſt begin by en- 
quiring, whether this poſſeſſion was or founded 
on a jul title to enge ene 


Their 


(0 3 | 
there are ſome reaſons of preference for one party, and by 


no means the exclufion of the other. And this is fo true, 
that the ſame Prince, Auguſtus II. after having ſolemnly, 


and in the uſual manner, confirmed the ſecurity and peace 
the Diſſidents ought to enjoy, ſo expreſſes himſelf, as ftill to 


preſerve to them their right to the dignities of the King- 
dom ; fince he promiſes, in the diſtribution of places in 1 


Senate; as well as of Staroſties with juriſdiction, to conform 
to the practices of the Kings John Caſimir, Michael, and 


John III. excepting the Memnonites, the Anabaptiſts, and 
the Quakers, alone, from the diſtribution of grants. 
Till this reign, uſurpations were made tacitly and gra- 
dually : But fince that, caution was thought needleſs, and 
an abſolute excluſion from Employments in the State was 
pronounced againſt the Diſſidents. MS . 


It is againſt theſe uſurpations in general, and more par- 


ticularly againſt theſe proſcriptions made ſince Avguſtus II. 
that the Diſſidents now remonſtrate. To oppoſe to them 


the injuries they have already received, as a reaſon for their 


ſtill ſuffering additional wrongs, is to overturn all principle 


4 whatever, and tacitly to own, that there is no other 
ment againſt them, but that of ſuperior force. 


There is no ambition in demanding our own from an 
unjuſt uſurper. The Conſtitutions quoted have deſtroyed 
a chimæra: The application the Catholics would make. 
thereof is not to be allowed, and is contradicted by the fun- 
damental Laws of the Republic, which have ſince deter- 


mined the condition of the Diſſidents; and to demand the 
execution of theſe laws is the only ambitious view they have. 
A reaſonable Legiſlator is ever the ſlave of reaſon ; and 

| there is no reaſon without juſtice, It is not credible, that 
there is ſtill in the Republic a perſon, beſides the Author, 
who admits this character he is pleaſed to give the Diet, 


of the moſt abſolute and the met laauful Lord. It is known 
that there are caſes, in which private perſons know how to 


withdraw from this deſpotiſm; and there are forms, more 
than once put in practice, to ſtop the iſſue of an unjuſt de- 
liberation of this abſolute power. It would be tedious to 
quote the examples, and recite the methods uſed. The 


hiſtory of the Republic, and the ſyſtem of it better exa- 


mined, will ſet the Author right in this point, as well as in 
many others. But does this Legiſlator, to the power of whom 

the Author ſets no bounds, ſtill really ſubſiſt? and can we 
conſider the Diet as inviolable, ſo long as a conſiderable 


part of the Citizens is excluded from its deliberations ? 


Dees not the Legiſlature, in depriving itſelf of a part of 
its members, by that means, give up the authority it has 


over 
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- Their ſecond argument is a8 Trait the pri- 


vilege of birth. All Poliſh Gentlemen have a 


Na to every Employ and Dignity of his 
Country — Now, fay they, we are N Gen- 


tlemen; then, Ec. 


The flaw in the argumentation i is in the firſt 
propoſition. Birth, it is true, conſtitutes the 


Poliſh Gentleman; but he wants two other qua- 
lities to render him capable of enjoying all the 
Prerogatives thereto nenen that! Is, poſſeſſion 


— 


; lic Religion. A default in one e only of theſe. 
5 requiſites invalidates the other two. 


From what has becn laid, one only reflexion 


rema ns to be added. 


For want of ſolid reaſons, exam may fome- 


Hints influence our determinations. _ 
If there were only one people in Europe that 8 


could be brought as # model for a political 
ſyſtem to be adopted by the Poliſh Nation, men 
hight fatter themſelves with the thoughts of in- 


5 ducing it to imitation; but from a general 


view On all ſides, it finds the eſtabliſhed Religion 


alone in poſſeſſion of the Dignities of the State; 
When it beholds Governments, which, by their 

form, have the "greateſt analogy with its own, 
(England, Holland, Switzerland, Genoa, and 
Venice) always fo attentive and ſcrupulous: in 
excluding, by the ſevereſt laws, a multiplicity 
of Religions from the public Adminiſtration ; it 
| concludes, that *a conduct, ſo univerſally and 
generally obſerved by Nations, which otherwiſe - 
are not reputed to indulge caprice and JevItys, i is 
authorized by very ſolid reaſons. 


We ſhall find theſe folid reaſons in the prin- 


ciples of every good Adminiſtration, which ſceks 
tor remove from Councils, deliberating on the 5 


Pine Is 


15 a | 


over them ? In pronouncing againſt them without their 
concurrence, it exerciſes a tight it has no more: The pri- 
mitive and natural ſtate of things returns: The ftronger 
party ſeparates from the weaker, but without taking from 
the rights of the latter, | Free, independent, ſovereign, 


as well as the former, it is entitled to make a juſt defence, 
and to uſe all the means its weakneſs ſhall ſuggeſt. ny 


The . tO. Powers cannot d.ſcover, in this Party, 
ſubjects rebellious againſt the orders of a Sovereign, but 


one Sovereign oppreſſed by a ftronger ; and, from that in- 


S 


ſtant, all affiſtance is natural and lawful, and has no need 


of deing authorized by guaranties. 


But we are equally willing to prove chat theſe guaranties 
exiſt. The ſame ſidelity Which has been ſeen in reporting 


the Conſtitutions of the Republic, are remarked in the 
citation of the Treaties which eſtabliſh them. After ſome 


too emphatical expreſfions of chains and a yoke, which 
theſe Treaties, concluded by the chiefs of the Republic 
with foreign Powers, had, it ſeems, impoſed cn Poland, 
no mention is made of the providing clauſe in Article II. 
of the Treaty of Oliva, which in reality is not of ſufficient 


extent, and the Declaration of t-e Miniſters of Sweden, 
made to extend this clauſe, is, on purpoſe, paged over in ſi- 


lence; a Declaration admitted by the King and Poliſh 


Naticn, the rarifications of which (a, circumſtance that 


gives ſanQticn to every Treaty) are one and the ſame inſtru- 
ment with thoſe of the Treaty of Peace. We will likewiſe 


add this Declaration here, and a are perſuaded that the A 


thor will not be diipleaſed it... 

There is a reflexion quite W 0 to be Gl On occa- 
ſion of the Treaty of 1586 between Rufſia and Poland; it 
is, That then, the Citizens, who profeſſed the Greek Re- 
ligion, did not find themſelves reduced to the ſmall num- 
ber they have conſiſted of in theſe later times, by perſecu- 
tion. The ſupport of temporals was not ſtipulated, be- 

cauſe ſive flouriſhing Provinces, which followed this Reli- 
gion, having at all times compoſed a part of the State, it 
was not ſuppoſed that they were ever to be retrenc ed from itz 
but in a ſtipulation about ſpirituals, it is a miſtake to ſup- 
poſe that temporals are not cherein tacitly included, If the 
Greeks have by right the true exerciſ. of their Religion, 
they ought not to be moleſted on account of this Religion. 
Would it not be abſurd to ſay, that there 35 liberty ot con- 
ſcience, when in ſuffering them to celebrate all the myſte- 
ries of Religion as Chriſtians, their quality as men, their 


exiſt ende 


E This Declaraticn is the Piece under the letter &, 
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pineſs of the country, the life and goods of the 
Citizen, every thing that can take off the atten- 

tion of the Judge, or Arbitrator, from the ſole 
view of the public. It is known, that the ſpirit 
of party, fomented by that of Religion, pro- 
duces this unavoidable effect. 
The moſt conſummate experience ſufficiently 
| ſhews us, that the moſt ſalutary counſel often finds 
_ oppoſition in the ſpirit of cabal; that every re- 
publican Government is neceſſarily expoſed to 
it; and that, in proportion as the voice of each 
individual has influence, the State runs the greater 
riſque of becoming the victim of animoſity in de- 
bates. This influence being at the higheſt pitch in 
the prefent Adminiſtration of Poland, where the 
oppoſition of a ſingle perſon ſuſpends the power 
of all the reſt, the State would manifeſtly be much 
endangered, if a multiplicity of Re igions partook 
in the Legillature and Magiſtracy. SES 
Since then the public good is incompatible with 
this diviſion, there remains but the following al - 
ter native: That either what is the Catholic, fun- 
damental, and reigning Religion of the State 
ſince the year 964, do give up all its rights, 
which 802 years legal poſſeſſion will not have made 
reſpectable; or elſe that the Diſſidents, being 
ſenſible, at laſt, of the illegality of their preten- 
ſions, do make a generous ſacrifice of their ambi- 
ious views to their Country. 


2 
CA 


3 

exiſtence as Citizens, is taken away ? Is not the Power that 
Is obliged to guarantie their ſpiritualties to them, as ſtrictly 
obliged to prevent their being beggared, out of hatred to 
theſe ſpiritualties? "Fe 


The Author has owned fads that are notorious to the 


world, viz. that the Diſſidents have poſſeſſed Employments 
in the State, The principles he has followed in all this Me- 
morial, did not promiſe ſo important a confeſſion, From 


holding poſſeſſion, we muſt not, according to him, infer 
the right of poſſeſſion : In what a condition would all the 


Powers of Europe be, if ſuch a principle were admitted? 


There would be nothing fixed, nothing certain, in the 
foundations of Empires, any more than in thoſe of Repub- 


lics: It is poſſeſſion that has almolt always given the firſt 
titles, How many Provinces are there, in which it would 


be impoſlible to produce any other? The right of conqueſt 
(if ſuch a right exiſts) could never have been a right, but 


from its ſucceeding to poſſeſſion. Diſpoſſeſſion cannot ſure- 
ly be a right, if poſſeſſion is not one. With reſpect to the 
right of poſſeſſion, the Diſſidents have enjoyed it, as men, as 


Citizens. Theſe appear to be the rights acknowledged in a 
free State. To talk of enjoying them as a Catholic, is to 


confound ideas, and to make a monaſtery of Poland. 
What is a mere gratuitous ſuppoſition is ever converted 
into a right, by thoſe, who would determine, that the pro- 


feſſion of the Catholic Religion is neceſſary for the poſſeſſion 
of employ ments. If this had been a principle of long ſtand- 
ing in the Republic, why was it not conſidered when the 


Diſſidents poſſeſſed ſo great a number? Has the ſyſtem of 
the Republic been ſince changed? Has it followed the in- 
clination it had to /piritualize itſelf? . 


The example of what is practiſed in other free States, 


can be no law for a State which depends only on itſelf, 
even though the compariſon might be made with Po 
land ; but there is no compariſon between its Government 
and theirs. In Holland and in England, where the Pro- 
teſtant Religion has founded the public liberty againſt the 


Catholic, there are two claſſes of Citizens, thoſe that gained 


their point, and thoſe that ſubmitted, The former pre- 
ſcribed conditions to the latter, with which theſe ſat down 
contented, becauſe they could do no better. Would any 
one put the Conſtitution of the Poliſh Government to the 
ſame teſt ? Of this the Author is by no means ſuſpected. 

| There is certainly much erudition diſplayed in theſe re- 


ſearches about the eſtabliſhment of the Catholic Religion in 


Poland; but, unhappily for the Author, the Greek Reli- 


gion, being of as long ſtanding there, would have as great a 


K 2 ſacrifice 


J 
ſacriſice to make, That of eight or nine Centuries. . As to the 
two other Religions, they perſuade themſelyes, that the 
term of a Century and a half is full as good, and conſt i- 
tutes as legal a right, as a poſſeſſion of 800 years. The 
longeſt of pre/criptions is that of à hundred years, againſt 
which, in our opinion, there can be no appeal ;. and it ap- 
pears, that a Revolution of four generations is ſufficient 


to decide, whether a thing is good or bad, en we ſuppoſe 
men to have lapt all that time. 


APPENDIX; 


6 
The Act of CONF EDERAC Y, 


entered into and ſigned by the 
Diſſidents of the Kingdom of Po- 


land, dated at Thorn, March 20, 


1767. 


E, the Noblemen, Nadves: and Citizens 
of the Kingdom of Poland, and of the 
other Provinces incorporated therewith : All of 


us, as well of the Confeſſion of Augſbourg, as 
of the Reformed Church, aſſembled in this City, 
for the defence of our rights, privi.., . mu- 


nities, and liberties, acquired at the price of the 
blood of our anceſtors, make known to all in 


general, and to each perſon in particular, thar, 
after having patiently ſuffered, for half a centu- 
ry, all forts of oppreſſions, evils, and violences, 
done to our perſons, our churches, our rights, 
and our liberties, we thought and hoped to ob- 

tain, by our patience, obedience, and ſupplica— 
tions, the re-eſtabliſhment of our rights, privi- 


leges, and prerogatives, for which we ceaſed not 


to preſent to every Diet petitions to the Lords 


our Kings, and to the States of the Republic, 


ſetting forth our evils and ſufferings. Even the 


Powers”: who are Guarantees of ſolemn Treaties, 


by which our rights have been confirmed, have 


made interceſſions, and iſſued Declarations in our 
favour; but inſtead of obtaining a redreſs of our 
grievances, and rhe rc-eſtabliſhment of our rights, 

our 
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our evils and perſecutions have increaſed to ſuch a 
degree, that it is no longer poſſibie for us to re- 
main inactive and indifferent, Waiting for our 
final exter mina ion. 
Thus we find ourſelves obliged; by an indife 
penſible neceſſity, and certainly againſt. our will, 
to think of our on affairs, to provide for our 
| ſafety, and to prevent, both for the preſeat and 
future, our total diſſolution, Maturely reflect- 
ing, therefore, on the manner wherein we have 
ſuffered in our rights, privileges, and in the de- 
rogation from the ancient Conſtitutions, (which 
confirm the liberty of Religion, and eſtabliſh a 
perfect equality among the Nobility, which Con- 
ſtitutions have been declared as fundamental Laws 
of the State, and to which are oppoſed the new 
_ Conſtitutions made in the time of trouble and 


diviſion, ) conſidering, moreover, the tenor of 


the general Conſtitutions, and all the Conſtitu- 
tions of 1573, 1576, 1581, 1586, 1587, 1588, 
1627, 1632, 1648, 1668, 1674, which are 
fortified by a ſolemn oath, that no one ſhould be 
oppreſſed or perſecuted on account of difference 
of Religion, not even under preteace of aa 
Arret, or judicial procedute: And how many 
different perſons of the Roman Church, as well 
_ eccleſiaſtical as ſecular, have uſed oppreſſion and 
violence, which grow worſe and worle, ſo that 
the free exerciſe of our Religion is reduced 
almoſt to nothing? and that throughout the 


whole extent of this vaſt dominion, no perſon 1 is 


| ſheltered from perſecution, ſo that we can no 
longer boaſt of the ſafety of our perſons and 


5 effects. 


Moſt of our ee have been taken from 
us, uſurped, or laid waſte, by procedures, equally 
cruel and unjuſt the reparation. of thole which 


til : 
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ſtill exiſt is forbidden, and ſome of our poſſeſ- 
ſions have been confiſcated by virtue of unjuſt 
Decrees. In ſeveral places, interdicts have been 


publiſhed; prohibiting divine Service, the Ad- 


miniſtration of the Sacraments, Burials, and 
other acts of Religion. Clergy, Curates, and 
Elders, have been cited before Roman Catholic 
Conſiſtories, puniſhed, calumniated, and ba- 
niched. They are not content to uſe violence 
towards the perſons and places ſet apart for divine 
Service; they even perlecute the laity, particu- 
larly thoſe of the rank of Burgeſſes, ſolely be- 
cauſe they think differently on the ſubject of Re- 
ligion. They exclude them in the cities from the 
Magiſtracy, from trading Corporations, and even 
drive them from their habitations, reproaching 
them with the inequality of their condition, de- 
claring them incapable of giving teſtimony in the 
Courts, and their children are reputed illegitimate; 
when their marriages have been ſolemnized by 
nnn 5 
We, who are Nobles, are no way exempt from 
the perſecution. Although, by our birth, and, 
according to the fundamental Laws, we ought to 
enjoy within the Kingdom of Poland, and the 
Great Duchy of Lithuania, the lame prerogatives 
and liberties as the Roman Catholics; although 
we furniſh the State with the ſame contributions, 
although we ſteſtity the ſame earneſtneſs for the 
ſervice of the King and Republic, being ever 
ready to ſacrifice our effects and lives; although 
we tollow, in every reſpect, whatever is required 
of us by honour, good faith, and our duty, on 
which heads we cannot, with any foundation, be 
reproached; nevertheiels, we have been deprived, 
by illegal Conſtitutions, in oppoſition to Proteſta- 
tions and ſolemn Treaties with the Powers of the 
re es North, 


North, (which do not l any thing to be 
done in this matter, except by the common con- 
feat of all Parties contraQting and guatantying,) 
fuccefiivelv, ever ſince the year 1717, of all our. 
rights, privileges, and immunities annexed to 
our Nobility, the door to offices of honour has 
been ſhut againſt us, we have been excluded the 
Senate, the Legiſiature, ; and all Juriſdictions, 
and have been declared. incapabte of poſſeſſing 
Staroſtics and Royal Eſtates, ſo that we behold 
ourſelves ſpoiled of all our birthrights. We are 
expoſed ta continual vexations and perſecutions, 
ett the Acts of every Juriſdiction are full. 
Ar the remembrance alone of ſome proceedings 
Our hearts bleed, and our eyes melt into tears. 
In the year 1718, a Nuncio, lawfully elected, 
named Piectrowſki, was ſham:fully driven from 
the Chamber, only for being a Diſſident. The 
molt ſacred laws of liberty, Land the immunities 
ok the Nobility, have thereby been trodden under 
foot, How many Decrees of the Tribunals dil- 
play terrible examples of injuſtice and inhuma- 
nity exerciſed àgaiaſt us Diſſidents? As that 
Capt. Kelcr, in the ſervice of the Republic, 
who, within forty hours, was ſummoned and 
executed ar Peterkau, for having ſpoken in his 
_ own defence, againſt the inve 0 Wherewith 
a Lawyer, na amed Wendelewſki, had attacked 
him, in relation to the Proteſtant Religion; and. 
another perſon, named Eberts, molt unjuſtiy 
acculed of blaſphemy, who was ſentenced to con- 
| fiſcation of goods and perſonal arreſt, and {aved 
his life by fiich M. Unruh, having loſt his 
portfolio, with extratts from ſeveral Authors, 
was acc uſed of bleſphemy, and condemned to 
Joſe his head, and all his effects. The injuſtice 
ol this ſentence aſton: ſhed, not only the So: bonpe, 


but 
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but Rome itſelf; and the ſuit which was carried 
on, in order to quaſh the decree, coſt him an 
hundred thouſand florins. The ſame crime of 
blaſphemy, imputed to M. Rozb:cki, obliged 
him to leave his country, to abandon his eſtate, 
and to end his unhappy days out of the King- 
dom ia the utmoſt poverty. ' Such unjuſt and 
- inhuman Decrees, iſlved by the Tribunals of the 
Kingdom, are many in number, yet we would 
| pals them over in ſilence ; but we cannot forget 
the tragedy of Thorn, where we might have 
ſwam in the blood of Diſſidents, inhumanly exe- 

cuted. By continual and expenſive law. ſuits 
many families have been weakened and ruined, 
as thoſe of Meſſrs. De Goltz, Mojaczewſki, 
Dziembowſki, Mielinſki, Potworowſki, Boja- 
nowſki, and many others. The Diſſident chil- 
drem are brought over and made Catholics, and 
are even carried away; as is evidently proved in 

the caſe of M. Wierſzchaczewſki, and Meſſrs. 
Chlebowſki. An oath taken by the Diſſidents is 
invalid; whereof the affair of M. Krenſki, 
a Catholic, with M. Dziembowſti, a Diſſident, 
aftords an example, which aſtoniſhes. the under- 
ſtanding part of mankind. The vir concerning 
a Dificent Church, which was terminated by the 
oath taken by M. Dziembowſki, jointly with 
ſeven Noblemen, all Catholics, was afterwards 
renewed, under pretence of the invalidity of the, 
ſaid oath, as made by a Diſſident z and the pro- 
cels ſtill ſubſiſts, and coſts conſiderable ſums to 
carry it on. Meſſrs. Kornatowſki, who were 
born of Diſſident parents, were obliged, on their 
- mother's changing her Religion, to mb race the 
Catholic dottrine, after the death of their father; 
and their uncle was Jagged incapable of Dong 
their 
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their guardian, becauſe he was a Diſfident. The 
right of collation is diſputed with us in ſeveral 
places. At Leſzno (Liſſa) the Lord of the place 


interferes ſo much in the buſineſs of our Churches, 5 
that he breaks all order and ſubordination, and 


puts the whole community in confuſion. 


The rig ht of acting at the Dietines is diſputed 


with us; Wi at Proſzowice, ih the Palatinate of 
Cracovia, the Diſſidents were driven trom the 


Church, with the utmoſt ignominy, and at the | 


; riſk of their lives. 0 


Contrary to the ſpirit of the Laws of the King- 
| dom, we are ſpoken of as Heretics, and are put 


on the ſame liſt with Arius, although we are very 
far from eſpouſing his principles; and our Mi— 

niſters of the word of God are loaded with the 
molt diſgraceful epithets. When we complain 
of fo many oppreſſions, and claim the aſſiſtance 


of Laws and Treaties, we arc ſent away with 
contempt, without even an examination of our 


8 and grievances; and when, on theſe 
heads, we give in our Manifeſtos and Proteſts, 
to be regiſtered among the public Acts, they ate 
refuſed to be accepred; in order to conceal the 
knowledge of them from our ſucceſſors. | 
Now foraſmuch as through this whole pro- 


ceeding, the only bond of internal concord, and 


reciprocal peace and friendſhip, fo wiſely eſta. 


bliſhed by our anceſtors, is entirely broken, and 


pur hopes are yaniſhed ſince the lait Diet; when, 
inſtead of rendering our Gruation eaficr, the 
Conſtitution of 1764 was renewed and confirmed, 


 wnich takes from us even the ſhadow of every 
one of our birthr; ights, and threatens us with en- 


tire deſtruction; there remains no other method 
to piov.de for che * of our 9 effects, 


and 


„ | 
and liberty, but to unite ourſelves, by an ins 
diſſoluble bond, for the defence of the tree exer- 
ciſe of our Religion, our rights, and liberty, as 
we are hereby united and engaged by the preſent 
Act, and a ſolemn oath. We all ſwear jointly, 
and each of vs in patticular, mutually to cefend 
our ancient rights, privileges, and the free excr- 


cile of Religion, with all our power, and to ſa- 


crifice our effects and lives, for the maint*hance 


of our liberty, and the fundamental Laws of the 


whole Republic, without regard to difficulties 
and dangers, and without ſparing either care, 


_ fatigue, or expence, and to employ all our knows 


ledge and power for our common ſupport. We 


proteſt, in the preſence of the Alrnighiy, (on 


whom we cannot impoſe wii h impunity,) that we 
will always remain faithful and obedient to the 


King, our moſt gracious Mader, imploring his 
clemency and protection, that juſtice may be 


rendered to us; and we recommend to the Mar- 
ſhal of our Confederacy, that he ſend Deputies 
of the Confederacy, wi th inſtructions relative 
thereto, to his Majeſty the King, our moſt gra- 


cious Maſter; to aſſure his ; Majeſty of our fidelity, 


and to ſupplicate him to*trant us his high pro- 


tection; and to 5 15 to our Lord the King our 
grievances, an 


our moſt humble prayers. We 
declare at the ſame time, that we are ready to 


give proofs of cur good-will and fraternal d tp0- 


ition towards all thoſe of the Communion of 


Rome, and to true and good Patriots; inviting 


them to unite with us, to maintain the fundamen- 


tal Laws of the Kingdom, and the peace of Res 
ligion, together with the right of each jointly, 


with ourſelves ; all the general Confederac es 


85 of our an ceſtors ob:iging us to it; and, by their 
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1 
oppoſition, to prevent the equality ſubliſting 
among the Nobility from being 9 by the 
more powerful party. - | 
We claim allo, by virtue of public Treaties, 
the powerful protection of the Crowned Heads 
who guarantee our rights and liberties, namely, 
her Majeſty the Emprels of all the Ruſſias, and 
their Majeſties the Kings of Sweden, Great Britain, 
Denmark, and Pruflia ; ; and implore theſe Mo- 
narchs to protect us in our liberty and privileges, 
according to the tenor of the Treaties. ; 
_ Laſtly, we proteſt before the Judge of judges, 
who is the witneſs of our ſorrow, our Innocence, 
and the purity of our hearts, that we have no in- 
tention of acting to the detriment of the Roman 
Catholic Religion; but that we duly reſpect it, 
and only claim the re-eſtabliſhmenr of our ancient 
rights, and the liberty of our Religion x the for- 
mer being infringed when we are deprived of the 
latter. In entering into a Confederacy ſo ſalutary 
for the public good, according to the uſage and 
example of our anceſtors, we ele& for Marſhal 
of this our Confederacy his Excellency Mon- 
ſieur George William de Goltz, Staroſte of Tu- 
chel, a Lieutenant-General in the army of the 
Crown; ; to whom we give twenty-four Counſel- 
lors, to regulate, ordain, treat of, and conclude 
every thing that ſhall be neceſſary for the re- 
eſtabliſhment and maintenance of our rights, and 
to provide for our ſafety. Þ 
Finally, as according to the tenor oof all ancient 
Confederacies, we have always preſerved gur 
fidelity inviolate; ſo we now promiſe, with the 
aſſiſtance of God, to obſerve inviolably the pre- 
ſent engagement of Union and Confederacy; 
coalidering ourſelves as members of one body, 


from i 


6 
from which none may depart; and that this AR 


of Confederacy may have the more. force and 


authenticity, we have all ſet our hands and ſeals 
thereto. 


5 Signed by 


Sronor WILLIAM DE G WA Gori, 
Staroſte of Tuchel, Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral, Marſhal of the Confederacy; 


and by three hundred and eight of the 
other Members. 


DECLARATION 


TP 
2 
SO 
. 
7 


0 


R ĩuſſias, to his Majsſty the King, 
we to the Republic of Poland. 


critical ſituation of the Republic of Foland, 
arifing from the ſad effects of the oppreſſion 
which the Diſſidents have ſo long ſuffered from 
their countrymen. By the ſteps which her Im- 
perial Majeſty has taken, to put a ſtop to a fatal 


rupture between two parts of a nation, both 


equal in their privileges, but of which the one, ſu- 


perior in numbers, hath, by repeated acts of an 
abuſed authority, deprived the other of all the 
rights of Citizens, and reduced it to a ſtate of 
fervitude ; it has been apparent, that the character 


of a neighbour and friend, ever preponderating 


with the Empreſs, left little room for that 
of Guarantee of Treaties; and that a mild and 


conciliating method has always appeared to her 
preferable to the ſtrict and rigorous execution of 
the engagements of her Crown. 


The inutility of her Imperial Majeſty- 3's repre- 
ſentations, and the reſolution taken againſt theſe 
repreſentations, to terminate the act tor annihila- 5 


ting the Diſſidents, left her no room to doubt, 
ſince the laſt Diet, that ſhe would be obliged, 
ſooner or later, to take a more active part in an 
affair, which threatens the Poliſh Nation with 


pores! contuſion. The Court of Ruſſia hath 


laid down, in a Memorial made public, the rea- 


ſons for having ſo much intereſted itſelf in the re- 
een 


DECLARATION. of der Tniperial 
| Majeſty y. the Empreſs of All. the 


HERE is no cate which. the Feen 
would have ſpared to prevent the preſent 


679 


] eſtabliſhment of the Diſiidents, and hath demons 


{trated to all Europe, as it had firſt demonſtrated 


to itſelf, the juſtice of the cauſe, which its So- 
vereign had ſo often recommended, and which 
the is this day bound to protect; che laſt hope 
of the Diſſidents having vaniſhed, on account 
of the little attention ſhewn, by the laſt Diet, to 
the repreſentations of the Empreſs, and the other 
Guarantees of their rights; their lot inſtead of 
being made better, in conſequence of ſuch lively 
interceſſions in their favour, being made more 
grievous by the Conſtitutions of that Dier, 
Which: notwithſtanding the additional intereſt 


which the Empreſs procured for her repreſenta- 


tions, hath confirmed all that has been, at diffe- 
rent times, decreed againſt them. In this extre- 
mity, which leaves them no proſpect but that 
of total ruin, they have had recourſe to the only 
means, which nature, reaſon, and their form of 
government, could adviſe them to take; by con- 
federating themſelyes to repel injuſtice, and 
' ſhelter themſelves from perſecution. Authorized 
in this Aſſociation by the Laws, and by the ex- 
_ ample of their anceſtors, as well as of the other 
parts of the Nation, in all cafes of imminent 


danger; they have called on the Empreſs of all 
the Ruſſias for the protection which ſhe owes, by 


virtue of the Treaty of 1686, to thoſe of her 


Communion, united to the other Diſſidents by 


the ſame intereſt, and by an equal neceſſity of 
providing for their ſafety. The lawtulnels and 
preſſing need of this proteQion will evidently ap- 
pear, it we only attend to the ſituation in which 
the ſubjects of the Greek Church found them 


ſelves, after the Treaty, whereby Ruſſia ſtipu- 


lates the maintenance of their Religion. Five 


Biſhoprics therein named, in the Dolton of 


which 


— 


(0 


which they ou ght to be preſerved, are reduced to 


one. Were it poſſible to impute this reduction 
to other cauſes than the continual perſecutions to 
Which they have been expoſed, in contempt of a 


ſtipulation, which ought to have kept them from 
all conſtraint to uniformity; her Imperial Ma- 
jeſty, being bound to ſo exact an obſervance of 


engagements ſo ſolemnly contracted, cannot re- 


fule the requeſt the Diſſidents make of her aſſiſt- 
ance; but in affording it, ſhe acts with that re- 
gard and circumſpection, which her character, as 


a ſincere and experienced friend of the Republic, 
on ſo many occaſions, requires of her. : 
In vain will it be endeavoured to cover with 
the odious names of a religious diſturbance, or to 
treat as a deſign to opprels the prevailing Reli- 
gion of Poland, the Confederacy of the Diſſi- 
"dents, and the intereſt taken by the Empreſs 
therein; ſince it is evident, that the motive, 
which directed the majority of votes in che laſt 
Diet, aroſe more from a deſire of maintaining 


ſome prerogatives tor the leaſt number poſſible : 
of the noble Citizens of the Republic, in exclu— 
ding the Diſſidents, than from a true regard for 


the preſervation of the Catholic Religion. 
Ihe Empreſs cannot behold, without concern, 


the happineſs of a State, in which the takes ſo 


much intereſt, attacked in its foundations, by a 


forcible ſeparation of a ſixth part of the Citizens 
from the body of the Nation, and the {ad conſe- 

- quences which this violent ſituation may draw 
|. after it. It is not with leſs grief ſhe recollects, 
that this is not the only point which divides the 


Poliſh Nation, and that it has, for ſome time, con- 
cealed in its boſom the feeds of diſcord, which 
every moment threaten the public tranquillity. 


The 
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The neceffity there is at every Interregnurh, 
a time when the Government has only a preca- 


rious Conſtitution, to leave certain Laws with- 


out force, to change others, and often to intro- 
duce new ones, ceaſing by the election of a Chief 
of the Nation, it is natural that every thing ſhould 
then return to order, that a ſubmiſſion to the 
antient forms ſhould reſettle the Co: ſtitution o 
the State on its fi ſt principles. This was not he 


caſe after the laſt Interregnum. Some who had 


profited by the Government, under the bond ot a 
Confederacy, tried every method io prolong this. 
extraordinary ſituation, at the expence ot the f.n- 
damental Laws. The true Patriots groaned un- 
der this reſtraint; but, on the other hand, thy 
eſteemed themſelves happy, and even inward y 
congratulated their country, that they had not 
been made inſtruments in authorizing the attacks 
made againſt its liberty. Their aſtoniſhment 
muſt have been great, when they perceived, by 
the innovations propoſed in the courſe of the laſt 
Diet, that the intention of this prolongation was 
only to facilitate an alteration in the principles of 
the Government, and to ſhackle the liberty 6f 
voices, by introducing a majority in ſuch eflential 
points, as the diſtribution of the effects of pri- 
vate perfons, arid the national forces. All 
thoſe, even the moſt conſiderable | perſons of 
the Nation, who were not preſent at this Diet, 
had perhaps foreſeen that ſuch would be the 
attempts of a party, who had determined at all 
events to lord it over a free country. They rather 
choſe to retire from bufineſs, than to be witneſſes 
of any attempts on the liberty of their country. 
At a Diet aſſembled to decide the moſt important 
affairs, wherein, above all, that of the Diſſidents, 
fo intereſting to the Nation, by means of its et 
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nal influence, and its conſeguence 1 on ac- 
count of its Protectors, ought to have been ex · 
amined with the moſt? mature diliberation ; never- 
_theleſs, at this Diet, the ſpirit of Dominion was 
ſeen to gain influence to ing a degree, that even 


thoſe who were the moſt capable, by their con- 
ſummate experience, of guiding the Republic in ſo 


delicate a circumſtance, were neceſſitated to ſuſpend 


their activity, and toleave a full ſcope to the torrent 


of ambition for laying aſide all regard and deco- 
rum in the reſolutions. It ſolely to the abſence 
of ſome, and the ſilence of others, that we are to 
impute the irregularity whereby they appointed 


? the Biſhops, who have no civil authority, who can- 


not make a Conſtitution, and who are juſtly 


_ conſidered as the oppoſite party to the Digger, 


to decide the cauſe. 

Her Imperial Majeſty will not inſiſt on the 
danger to which even the Republic expoſed itſelf, 
or loſing the friendſhip of the moſt reſpectable 
Powers, by a ſtep-j as cantrary to the preſcribed 
forms of the Polith Legiſlation, as it is to the re- 
gard which conſtant cuſtom , eſtabliſhes between 
Courts. She is not willing to be ſuſpected 


of acting from reſentment, when friendſhip only 
and humanity guide her, in the uſe which ſhe 


vould make of the power God has put into 


her hands. Her Imperial Majeſty then declares, 


that being ſincerely afflicted for the troubles to 
which Poland is expoſed, and commiſerating the 
misfortunes, of the Diſſidents; ſhe takes under 
her protection the Conſederzcy, by which they 


have united themſelves, to obtain juſtice of their 


Fcilow Citizens, as ſhe is bound to do b y the 


_ engagements. of her Crown. That 9 to 


this title that of Coadjutrix in the means of 


ſcecuring the liberty, tranquillity, and welfare 
of the Citizens, and being called. upon by tbe 


whole | 


7-7. re IT n — ENTS.” 1 
7222] ³1—ð⅛.ñjð ee Do 


1 
whole Nation, ſhe has nothing in view but the 
bringing of affairs to an arrangement, ſatisfactory 
to all the parties who are diſunited. That the 
does not chuſe to be conſidered ſolely as a Power 
which will have its guaranty reſpected; becauſe the 
care of her dignity is equally prevalent in her 
heart, with the ſacred obligations of humanity, 

In theſe diſpoſitions, founded equally on her 
ſentiments towards the Republic, and on her 
duty, the Empreſs propoſes to the King, to the 
4 whole Republic, and to every noble Pole in par- l 
„ ticular, to enter (with the ſame candour as her- 
ſelf, and with that patriotic zeal, which hath ever 
4 characterized the Poliſh Nation, "which hath aſſur- 
1 ed its liberty, and brought it to perfection, not- 
9 withſtanding all the viciflitudes which might have 
tired the patience of a people who were leſs con- 

ſtant,) into a ſerious and mature conſideration of 
the preſent ſtate of their country, of the neceſſity 
of taking away, once for all, this ſtumbling block 
to the liberty, equality, and of courſe the hap- 
pineſs of the Citizens; by adjuſting the grievan- 
: ces of the Diſſidents in an amicable manner, and 
b aàs it becometh brethren to do juſticeonetoanother. 
1 | _ Her Imperial Majeſty, at the ſame time, in- 
vites the Poliſh Nation to reflect on this ſepara- 
tion of the principal Members of the State, on 
the manifeſt diviſion in the Republic, on the in- 
creaſe of this diviſion ſince the attempts of the laſt 
Diet, and on the proſpect of evils to come; if 
ſuch attempts be not obviated in time, and if the 
hope of ſucceſs be not taken from thoſe, who 
wn would erect their power on the ruins of the pub- 

| lic ier. 

1 | Being certain that the illuſtrious Poliſh Nation 
1 will afford theſe objects the attention they deſerve, 
her Imperial Majeſty propoſes. to it, with that 
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5 Murance which is inſeparable from a friendſhip fo 
_ conſtant, ſo pure, and ſo diſintereſted as hers, and 
as the only method to aſſure its happineſs on a 
ſolid foundation; to aflemble an extraordinary 
Diet, for pacifyug the troubles of the State, doing 


Jultice to all, and orying up the ſource of wy 


diſcontenpt ane diviſion. 


The Treaties, which aſſure to ke of her Ma- 
jeſty” $.conmuiion the exerciſe of their Religion, 


give the foice of a Law to the protection which 
the grants to the Con federagy of the Diſſidenis; 
aud it is for the purpvle of fulfiling it, that ſhe 
bas given orders,ter reinforcing the body of her 
troops wh ch hath remained in Poland ſince the 
| Interregrum, where it hath ſerved ſo uſctuily for 
the maintenance of good order; with a view to 


ſuccour them, and prevent diſturbanct s, to which 
the means they have employed to prevent their 


ruin, might expoſe both them and their oppo- 


ſers. 


which is due to her, to fear that any ſuppoſition 
thould be made from this ſtep, of an intention to 


authorize any enterprize contrary to the Laws, 


or the nature of the Poliſh Government. All 
that ſhe deſires is to prevent one party from at- 
tacking the other, and to ſpare herſelf the grief off 
hearing that one Citizen hath ſhed the blood of 
another. The Confederacy of Diffidents will 


conform to this pacific ſyſtem, being per ſuaded that 


their Fellow-Citizens will hearken to the voice of 
that equality whereon their union with them is 


Founded and they cannot depart from it, except, at 
the peril of loſing her Imperial Majeſty's protec- 
tion, and ſeeing turned againſt themſelves thoſe 
forces which are intended only for their ſafety, as 

1 


_ He r Imperial Majeſty hath too much confi- 
"dence in her mode of thinking, and in the juſtice 
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oppreſſed Cirizens, and eſpecially as Members of a 


State, tor which her Majeſty hath much affection. 


However this moderation ougat to be conſi- 


dered in its true point of view, and to be attribut- 
ed only to the great averſion that the Empreſs 


has to all violent methods; an averſion which 


ſhall ever remain in her Neaft. and which ſhe ſſrall 
never be ſeen to cha ge, but in the latt extremity. 
The Empreſs demands and expeCts that the 1eſtof 
the nation, whoſe happineſs ſhe ' equally. wiſhes, 
although at the preſent moment her mo:e particu- 


lar care is for thoſe whom Treaties have put un- 
der her protection, will, tor themieives, adopt theſe 


4 de of concord and humanity z and not, by 


aggreſſion, force her to methods repugnant to 


her. Her Imperial Majeſty cannot ſeriouſly 


enough exhort them thereto, and ſhe declares, 
that any Pole, who in hatred to the Confederacy 


of the Diſſidents, and to the aſſiſtance they obtain 
from her generoſity, ſhall attack them in their 


effects or perſons, ſhall be looked on, by her, as one 
who ſtirs up his country to a civil war; and that 
her troops have orders, not only to repe] every 
violence, but alſo to purſue the aggreſſors, and 
force them to a full reparation of the wrongs and 
damages they may have been the cauſe of. 'The- 


5 Emprels expects, from the wiſdom of the King, 


and that of the heads cf the Nation charged, 


under his orders, with the different parts of the 
Government, that they will prevent, as much as 


in them lies, a civil war fo fatal to Poland; by recom 


mending peace, and by diſpoſing one part of the Na- 


tion to treat with the other on ſuch points as divid- 


ed them. The object among themis a public right, 
which is become equally ſuch berween their own 
Country and other Powers in contract with her, a 
& 0 almoſt W by the civil Cenflitotions 


of 
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of: one part of the State, and on which right the 
Empreſs has demanded, and till demands, that 
— 4 ſettled, by way of negociation, in order to 
preſerve the Diſſidents, by the free exerciſe of 
their religion, from ſucceſſive perſecutious, and to 


determine the ſhares which ſhall be aſſigned them 


ja the adminiſtration of the State, and the ad- 
. vantages of the Crown. There is nothing in 
ſuch a deſign which ought to alarm the Catholic 

__ communion. The re- eſtabliſnment of the Diſſi- 
dents in State Offices is purely civil, and does not 
concern Religion. If it be feared that the autho- 


rity which they will enjoy, though circumſcribed 


by the Laws, ſhould diminiſh either the autho- 
rity or number of the Catholics, the experience 
of what has already happened ought to diſpel 
' this apprehenſion, It will be ſufficient to recolleRt, 
that, very far from ſuch a diminution having 
taken place at the time when they were conteſt- 
Ing the power with the Catholics, and had an 
equal ſhare in the Adminiſtration ; they, on the 
| contrary, were the party who were weakened, 
reduced to a ſmaller number, and deprived of - 
their rights. 
The methad her Imperial Majeſty Te h 
4 the moſt agreeable to her dignity, and the intereſts 
| of the Republic. She doubts not but every good 


Patriot will enter into her views; but leſt fear 


mould reſtrain him from avowing it, ſhe declares 
' that her protection is not confined to the Diſſi- 
dents only, but that every Pole who accedes to 

the plan, ſhall, from that very moment, enjoy it in 
its full extent. The Poliſh Nation cannot reject it, 
without wounding the confidence it owes to the 
Empreſs ; who will not heſitate on this occaſion 
to propoſe her generoſity as an example to thoſe 
5 whom the Jove of Poland is a duty. The 
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ultimate of her wiſhei: is to ſee the Republie 
free, Happy, and tranquil; and ſhe doubts not 
of its happening ſo, if the Poliſh Nation ac- 
cepts the offer ſhe makes of a conciliation, by her 
good offices, and under the auſpices of an aſ- 
liſtance which cannot be ſuſpected, after the re- 
cent example of what ſhe has done for them. 
5 The ſame uſe, which her Imperial Maj 15 
made of her power, to prevent the Poliſh 3 
from falling a prey to diviſions, during the Inter- 
regnum, ſhe will likewiſe make of it, on an occaſion 
when its tranquillity and welfare are not leſs in dan- 
ger. The advantages ſhe will obtain therefrom will 
then be the ſame, the ſatisfaction of having done 
good, the glory of ſeeing a neighbouring and 
friendly Nation owing its happineſs in part to her, 
and the reſpect of alf Europe, who will find her 
faithfully attached to this principle which ſhe has 
taken as the rule of all her actions, that public 
confidence is the moſt important acquiſition which 
: a State can obtain. 


This confidence the Empreſs demands, and 


thinks ſhe deſerves, from the Poliſh King and 


Nation, which laſt ought to incline with fo much 
more good will to this arrangement which her 
Majeſty propoſes, as the ſounder part ought to 
| ſee clearly that the lame vail of Religion, "which 
diſguiſed a ſpirit of intereſt and power, when 
they were ſucceſſively endeavouring to ſtrip the 
Diſſidents of all their temporal rights, hath allo 
been employed to miſlead the laſt Diet, and to 
prevent a re-eſtabliſhment, as juſt in its princi- 
ple, as it is lawful in the means which are put in 
uſe to procure it. 
The efforts of envy would be uſeleſs to caſt on 
the Empreſs an imputation of any private view 
againſt che independence and intereſts of the Re- 


public. 
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public, | She thinks herſelf above every ſuſpicion, 
and it is only through an exceſs of attention, and 
to conform to the delicacy of a Republican Go- 
vernment, a delicacy which ſhe will always be 
fondot reſpecting, that ſhedeclares ſhe aſksnothing 
of the Republic; that ſhe forms no pretenſion 
againſt it; that, far from ſeeking her own aggran- 
dizement in the troubles which diſturb it, ſhe 
has nothing in view but to put a ſtop to them, 
at the very moment when a rupture appears ine- 
vitable; that if, notwithſtanding her cares, not- 
withitanding the invitation which ſhe now gives 
the Poliſh Nation for ſo neceſſary and advantage- 
ous a pacification, the ſpirit of party and diſcord 
ſhould precipitate it into the misfortunes and 
embarraſſments of a civil war; if to this war | 
for-i ign one ſhould be added, which would giv 
| Cauſe to fear for its poſſcſſions, her Majeſty . 
rabtees the ſafe y of them 3 and that ſhe will ne- 
ver conſent to any Peace, from without, but on 
this footing ; as ſhe will never ceaſe to employ all 
her efforts, char. internally, affairs may be brought 
to that point which the happineſs of all the Citi- 
zens of a free and independent State calls for. 
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an tuation, in which the affairs of Poland 7 
were left by the laſt Diet, gives the Empreſs 


nd room to defer making known to the Repub- 
lic her ſentiments on the dangers which threaten 
it. A project, formed by a ſpirit of domini- 
on, to deſtroy the balance of power, whereon 
liberty depends, ſhewed itſelf too openly for a 


good Pole not to have perceived it. It was dur- 


Ing the Interregnum that the foundation of it was 


laid, principally by the eſtabliſhment of the 


Treaſury and War Commiſſions, under the ſpe- 


cious pretext of pure N the authority of an in- 


important departments 
of the State. Had the object remained within 


its bounds, the true Patriots would have had leſs 


reaſon to have been alarmed at a novelty of ſuch a 


nature in their fundamental Conſtitution; but in 
propoſing a majority for the two points which 


moſt of all diſcriminate a Republic from a Mo- 
narchy, under ſhelter of an arbitrary interpreta- 


tion of the conſtitution of theſe commiſſions, men 
have dared to propoſe to the Nation an alteration 


the moſt ſerious in its Government, as a matter 


which had beenalready admitted and confirmed. If 
ambition hath entertained no doubt of being able 


to deceive a whole Nation in ſo open an attack on 
its privileges, there is nothing which may not in 


future be expected. The ſtrength of national in- 


tereſt hath indeed fruſtrated its wiſhes and efforts, 


even in a Diet little prepared for reſiſtance; never- 
theleſs, it was ſeen to return with ſucceſs on the 


ſide of the Dietines, where it took a deciſive ſtep 


N Es towards 
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towards the increaſe of its power, by introducing 


a majority in the election of Commuliaries. and 


The conſequences of, his bien cannot 


fail of giving uneaſineſs to a Nation jealous of its 


liberty and independence. Her Imperial Majeſty, 
is already informed of the diſguſt. of ſeveral dif- 
tinguiſhed Members of the State, who are dif- 


couraged by the difficulty of ſtemming the tor- 


rent, bur are incapable of giving their afſent to 
thoſe views which threaten the liberty of their 


country. Let. it not be imagined, that the 


party which is aiming at an increaſe of power, 
haas introduced ſo important a buſineſs as is that 
of the Diſfidents, in order to occupy the Nation, 


with a view of turning its attention on that ſide, 


and rendering it indifferent to the enterprizes of 
the party. It is becauſe. this affair, in a tem- 


 poral reſpect, is unfavourable to the deſign of 
confining the power to the minority, that it bas, 
in a ſpiritual vie w, been repreſented ſo odiouſly, 
and been held out to the people as a matter of 
Religion. Let, us not miſtake. - The re-eſta- 


+ bliſhment of the Diſſidents is become perhaps 
more neceſſary than is thought, even to the Ca- 
tholics, for reviving the principles of an equality 


Which will inſenſibliy diſappear, if that ſpirit which 


prevailed i in the deliberations of the laſt Diet be 


not annihilated, and a ſolid rampart be not erect- 
ed againſt every artack on liberty. Is there a 


more natural or more certain method to ſucceed 


therein than to call a Diet, as her Imperial Ma- 
jeſty propoſes, in the Declaration which ſhe orders 
you to preſent to the King, and publiſh throughout 


the Nation? Her Majeſty there ſpeaks what ſhe 
thinks, and ſhe has a right to ſpeak it. She fore- 


| Jes misfortunes which” no Patriot can conceal 


r i trom 
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on Hthfelf, 4 and ſhe is authotized, by the Re- 
public itſelf, to 1 at preventing them. Am. 
bition will not call Fanaticiſm to her aſſiſtance; 
to give the odious title of an attack on the Catho- 
lic Religion to the proceedings of her Majeſty 
for reſtoring, at a time of general peace, the qua- 
lity of Citizens to a part of the Nation. A Re- 
ligion profeſſed by the Sovereign, by the Fen 
of the State, and by the moſt conſiderable part 
of the Nation, is à reſpectable object to the Em- 
preſs, and ſhe” will ever diſtinguiſh a Religion 
of this character from the different Religions of 
the other Citizens. Far from wiſhing, that any 
blow ſhould be given to its power, or che unifor- 
mity of its worſhip, by a communication with 
_ ſentiments different from its own, ber Imperial | 
Majeſty would be the firſt to defend it, if it were 
attacked; ſince Religion is a point of State, 
whereof the leaſt change may give a ſhock to the 
whole body. In treating of the re-eftabliſhment 
of the Diſſidents, together with the other points 
which divide the Nation, in the manner her Im- 
_ perial Majeſty propoſes, The will refuſe no ſecu- 
rity which prudence”ſhall adviſe,” for hindering 
any of the Religions, admitted into Poland, from 
departing from its preſcribed ſphere of rights. 
The mode of worſhip to which the Piſſidents are 
attached naturally remains indifferent to the Na- 
tion; but the temporal advantages, which ariſe 
from the condition of an equal Citizen in the Re- 
public, may reſtrain ſome ambitious minds, to 
whom equality is a yoke difficult to bear. Even 
this conſideration will vaniſh, if we reflect only, 
that a proportion once fixed of the number of 
Citizens of different Religions, in relation to the 
Repreſentatives of the Nation, in the perſons of 
ME Weben in no o reſpect influence the politi- 
n TOOL: „„ IT On, cal 
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Her Imperial Majeſty ſpeaks of the be eltab⸗ 
liſhment of the Diflidents, AS, 2 point particularly 
deſired by. the Treaties between her Crown and 
the Republic... But ſhe is alſo.in a lively manner 
ſenſible, of how much importance it is, to pre- 
ſerve the Republic from an overthrow of 
Conſtitutions, which appears to be rapidly ad- 
vancing, and to re-eftabliſh union among the 
Citizens, between thoſe who found their hapes on 
the novelties they are labouring to introduce, and 
thoſe Who, as a big Patriots, 7 eſiſt them, though 
without the power of doing it — ſucceſs. The 
riſe of theſe diviſions is to de traced from the kniar- 
regnum itſelf. The affairs were then formally 
recommended to - the aſſiſtagce of her Majeſty; 
who engaged herſelf to conduct them, for the Re- 
public, to a happy end. Her promiſ- e is a bond 
from which no conſideration can diſengage ber, 


and which ſhe will never ceaſe to think a duty, 


until the whole Republic, after having pacifed 
the State, makes known to him, by the happineſs 
and repoſe of all the Citizens, that nothing mere 
remains to be wiſhed for from her aſſiſtance. > 
though her Imperial Majeſty hath already done 
eſſential ſervices to the Poliſh Nation, ſhe would 
nevertheleſs. perceive the perſonal ſatisfaction ſhe 
feels therefrom, change into regret, if the leaſt f 
ſuſpicion could ariſe, that, under the ſhadow of 
her aſſiſtance, there lay concealed a boldneſs of 
enterprize againſt the form of Government. It 
ts only by tendering her good offices to the Repub- : 
lic, in order to efface even the leaſt trace of it, that 
ſhe will think herſelf. ſheltered from every re- 
Proach 5 
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proach on ſo delicate a point. Therefore to diſ- 
_ cuſs all theſe objects at once, the Empreſs pro: 
poſes to the Poli Nation to aſſemble in a Diet 
of Pacification z and, if ambition has already 
gained ſo deciſive a ſuperiority as to prevent a meet- 
ingſo contrary toits views; her Imperial Majeſty in- 
vites every noble Pole, who values the continu- 
ance of his liberty, to join himſelf to her by an 
union, wherein patriotic zeal, and an attachment 
to the fundamental Laws May, independently of 
every thing, appoint means for remedying the 
preſent evils, and - preſerving the State for the 
future. The Empreſs will voluntarily leave the 
Poliſh Nation to be the judge of fuchadeſign, being 
aſſured that the ſpirit of party will never prevail 
over the love of the country, to deceive it in re- 
gard to the ſteps her Majeſty, has taken. It re- 
mains with the Republic to ſnew whether ſhe is 
jealous of her rights, and to conſider whether it 
be better to bend under the efforts of ambition, 
or to apply itſelf with confidence to the 
means of repreſſing them, as propoſed by a Sove- 
reign, as faithful as ſhe is generous, in the aſſiſtance 
which ſhe affords her friendſjses. 
This, Sir, is what you have to ſay and declare 
to all thoſe who deſire to be more particularly in- 
formed of the- principles and rules followed by 
her Imperial Majeſty in her proceedings; and if 
_ cixcumſtances require it, I authorize you to make 
this letter public in its whole contents, being cer- 
tain, that nothing in the conduct of our Sove- 
reign will contradict the ſpirit or expreſſions of it. 


l have the honour to be, &c« A 
. Bonrburgh, Fab, 342767. 
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DECLARATION 1 Ta 
to the Court of Warſaw, by the 


underline Miniſter of his Ma- 


0 the King of Pruſſia. 77970 222 


2 N I 8 Majeſty the King an the Republic of 


and which had been granted them by the Laws 


of Poland, particularly by the Conſtitution of 
1717; as well as by Treaties. The ſecond article 
of the Treaty of Peace of Oliva, and the Decla- 
ration of the Swediſh Miniſters on this article, 

which Declaration was accepted and ratified by 
the King and Republic of Poland, ſecured, not 
only to the: towns: of : Poliſh Pruſha, bur 415 to 
all the Diſſidents of Poland and Lichgania i in ge- 


neral, all the rights ſpiritual and temporal, of 


wich they were in poſſeſſion before the war, 
Which was ended by the Treaty of Oliva; and it 
is abſolutely the Conſtitution alledged of 1717, 
which deprived the Diſſidents of their antient 


rights. It is ſurprizing, then, that in the above- 


5 mentioned Anſwer, Treaties and Conſtitutions 
are combined, which manifeſtly contradict each 
other; and that, at the ſame time, no notice 
1 ber en x taken, that collateral Conſtitutions 


— 


©. | Poland have thought proper to cauſe a De- 
claration to be made to his Majeſty: the King of 
Pruſſia, and the'other Powers, who have intereſted 
themſelves in the laſt Diet of Poland, for the re- 
eſtabliſnment of the Diſſidents and Greeks, in 
anſwer to the Repreſentations which have been 
made in their favour; That the Diſſidents and 
Diſunited © ſhould be maintained in all the 
rights and liberties that were favourable to them, 


. 
RE 
* 


UW) 
made by the Republic cannot derogate from 
Treaties which ſhe has concluded with the neigh- 
bouring States. It is no leſs extraordinary, that 
by the ſaid Declaration, the complaints of the 
Diſſidents are referred to the deciſion of the Biſh- 
ops. The condition of the Disſidents becomes 


thereby worſe than it has ever yet been. Their 
lot iscaſt into the hands of a body of men, who 
have ever been their oppoſers, who have occaſi- 


oned all the evil of which they complain; and 
who, by their very State, cannot be favourable to 


them. A new infringement is made in the Con- 


ſtitutions of the kingdom, and the rights of the 

Disſidents, by endeavouring to draw them from 
the ſecular juriſdiction, under whoſe power they 
ought to be, in order to ſubje& them to that of 


the Clergy. Theſe few obſervations being ſuf- 
| ficient to new, that the principles adopted and 


eſtabliſhed in the abovementioned Anſwer of the 


Court of Poland, are equally contrary to the 
_ Conſtitutions of the kingdom, and to the Trea- 


ties and bonds of friendſhip, which ſubſiſt be- 


tween: the kingdom of Poland and the neighbour- 
ing States: His Majeſty the King of Prusſia can- 
not diſſemble to his Majeſty and the Republic of 


Poland, how much he isſurprized at the contents 
of the ſaid Anſwer, and how ſenſibly affected by 


the little regard that has been paid to his friendly 


Repreſentations. His Majeſty thinks he per- 
ceives, ſubſiſting in the internal part of Poland 
ever ſince the laſt Interregnum, a root of diſſen- 


tions and troubles, and is convinced, that it is necef- 


ſary to think of the proper means to find a remedy 
for the ſame. The injuſtice which has been done 


the Disſidents is too great, for his Majeſty not to 
find himſelf obliged to approve the part they have 


taken, in forming themſelves into a Confederacy | 
o 


FEE 


top with their rights; and not #6 think þ imſelf er ein: 
| IP the lune tire, to: ap lad e power= 
1 I protection which her Maj 57 the . gf 
Rusſia has granted 1 them for ms 15 oſe. III 
Prusſian Majeſty having hitherto a in Veit 
with this Sovereign, in every * thing tl that concerns 
the affairs of Poland; he declare that he looks 
2 the re-eſtabliſhment of the Disfid dents as the 
point of the Guaranty of the Treaty of 
Oliva, werewith he is chard” as well as of the 
Alliance ſubſiſting between him and the Eimfartl 
of Rusſia; and that he cannot forbear taking 
Bis meaſures } in LS with . 1 


. 


” refuſal of ſatisfaQtion to the Dislente, | 5 
Majeſty thinks it his duty to a NE! the illuſtri- 
ous Poliſh Nation to meet in a Diet extragrdi- 

nary, for a general pacification among all its 

Members; ; and flatters himſelf, that this advice 

Auble ending which he bets” to 18 Republic 

of Poland, and of the ſincere intereſt be takes in 

her welfare. 5 
- Theſe are the ſendittients of his Majeſty tha 

| King of Prusſia on the preſent ſituation of affairs, 

Which the underſigned has orders to lay before 

his Majeſty the King and the Republic of Poland, 

and of which he acquits himſelf, in recommending 
himſelf to their * will. 15 | £ 


| Warlan, March: — I 767. 
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"the AQ of Acceſſion of the ches 
great Cities of Thorn, Elbing, and 
Dantzick, to the e 
April 10, 1 767. 


E the Burgomaſters and Counſellors, of 
the three great Cities of Prusſia, namely, 
Thorn, Elbing, and Dantzick, make known, 
by the preſent Act, that the whole Diſſident 
Nobleſſ: of this Provirice and the Kingdom of 
; Poland, having, under the high protection of 
her Ma zeſty the Empreſs of All the Rusſias and 
of his Ma eſty the King of Prusſia, entered, on 
the 3oth of March of the eg year 1767. in- 
to a Confederacy at Thorn, for the fupport and 

re- eſtabliſnment of all their 3 and tempo- 
ral rights; and having elected for Marſhal of 
this Confederacy his Excelleticy George William 
de Goltz, Lieutenant General of che Armies of 
the Crown, and Staroſte of Tucho!, we have 
been invited by his Excellency, in the name of 
the whole confederared Nobleſſe, by circular let- 
ters, to Jcede to the ſaid Confederacy ; ; having 
morecver ſeen the Decla ation of her Imperial 
Majeſty of All the Rusſias, publiſhed by Prince 
Repnin her Ambaſſador at Warſaw, by which 
her Majeſty affures all the States and Members 

of the Kingdom of Poland of her high protec- 

tlon, for the maintenance of the reſpective rights 

and immunities of each; we, the Burgomaſters 


 - ahd Counſellors of the three great Cities, after 


mature deliberation, with the conſent of all the 
reſpective States of each City, conſidering the 
numerous infractions of our dearly acquired Fights 
and privileges, eccleſiaſtical and civil, contrary 
to the primitive conſtitutions of the Country w_ 

; 9 th 
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the Cities, and to the tenor of the Laws and 
Privileges ; conſidering alſo che obligation we are 
r Ag Cites, to at- 
tend to the maintenance of the reſpeRive rights 1 
and immunities of our native Land; we have reſolv- . 
ed to accept, with the moſt. profound reſpect, the : 
gracious Declaration of her Ymperial Majeſty, in 
virtue of which ſhe is willing to employ herſelf 
in the re-eſtabliſhment of our rights, and to take 
part in the aboveſaid Declaration: (Seeing in 
effect it is entirely different from the ordinary 8 
Confederacies, into which the Cities are not aC- . 
 cnſtomed to enter) As in effi, for and in virtue 
of the preſent Act, we accede and take part in 3 
this, for the ret eſtabliſnment of all our rights 3 
ſpiritual and temporal, and we engage. ourſelyes 3 
to act in concert in every thing that concerns the 
eccleſiaſtical and political rights of the province 


oe 


of Pruſſia, as well thoſe of the Nobleſſe, as the 4 
Cities, and to employ our whole power, our effects 3 
and lives, for the. re-eſtabliſhment, preſervation, NO 

and defence of theſe rights, and in no reſpect to, 

ſeparate, ourſelves from this Confederacy, until, 3 

under the high protection of her Imperial Ma. 
jeſty, and the other high Guarantees of ghe Peace 1 
of Oliva, the ſpiritval rights of all in general, 

and each in particular, be entirely re-eſtabliſhed, 

and have reſumed their antient force ; proteſting. 
nevertheleſs, that we will inviolably perſevere in 

our duty, and the fidelity owing and ſworn to his 
Majeſty the King our moſt gracious Maſter; and 

reſerving to ourſelves the perfect enjoyment of all 

our rights and immunities.” In teſtimony whereof 

we affix the ordinary ſeals of the three Cities. 

The Seal of | The Sealiof | The Seal of 4 
the city of | the city of the city of f 


Thorn. Elbing. Dantzick. 
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Do The Act of c tee 5 of fie? N blos 
1 and Citizens of the Great L N 


3 | Ws 1 Lithuania, of the Greek Com 


= munion, and of the to Evange- 

ical Confeſſions; done at Sluck“, 

in the Year 3767, on the oth of 
March. 


J E. be Notlomeniand, Citizens of the pro- 
vince. of the Great Dutchy of Lithuania, 
1 of the Greek Communion, and of the two Evan- 
11 gelical Confeſſions, aſſembled to defend our rights, 
Privileges, and immunities, acquired by our an- 
ceſtors at the price of their blood, and confirmed 
by ſo many Laws of different Confederacies, and 
even by the Oath of the Lords, the Kings, our 
Maſters; make known to all in general, and to 
4 each perſon. in particular, to whom it ſhall be- 
2 long, that, after having a long time ſuffered witn 
moderation all ſorts of calamities; after having 
waited, in vain, for the relief and ending of the 
evils and violences done to our perſons, our laws, 
our liberty, and our equality; and conſidering 
how little regard has been hitherto paid, by our 
Brethren and Fellow Citizens, to the fundamental 
Laus of the Country, and the Privileges of our 
Kings, of 14.33, 1499, 1311, 1503, 1368, con- 
firmed by the Union of the Great Dutchy of Li- 
thuania with the Crown; ratified by the Confe- 
deracies and Conltirutions of 1 573, 1 576,1 587, 
0 N 11 W 
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The Confederacy has fince been ranpferres.. to Breieſe 
"nd Wilna, | 


1588, 1607, 1609, 1618, 1620, 1623, 1627, 
1632, 1033, 1638, 1648, 1650, 1607, which 
All itipulate co us the free exerciſe of Religion and 


conſcience in their whole extent, and a right to all 


prerogatives whatſoever. Fearful of conſequences 
ſtill more diſtreſſing, we think ourſelves under an 
impoſſib lity of continuing longer in indolence and 
igaction, or to look with tranquility on the immi- 


nent danger which threatens our religion, our ho- 
nour, aud our lives; more eſpecially as we have 


before our eyes the antient cuſtoms, and an example 
quite recent, wherein our Brethren, when they were 
under the leaſt danger of their liberty, animated 


ſolely by their zeal, and: a ſpirit of patriotiſm, had 


recourle to..the-ſame remedy. Who, in this Re- 


public, is unacquainted with, or, at leaſt, hath not 


heard, of the troubles and the cruel perſecutions 


of the Diſſidents of the Greek Communion, and 


of the two Evangelical Confeſſions? hey are 


hidden to none, but thoſe: that are reſolved not 


to know them; or who, influenced by a ſpirit of 


animoſity, ſtifle in themſelves thoſe ſentiments 


o humanity and compaſſion which Nature pre- 
ſcribe. VP 


All the corners and all the countries of the vaſt 


provinces of this Kingdom are filled with terrible 


examples of violences done to our churches; of 
contempt ſhewn to the very name of Diſſidents, 


of the maſſacre of our Miniſters of the Word 


of God; whence follows, that the eccleſiaflical 
regulations, and ſubordination, which is the life 


of every Community, are extinguinſhed and de- 
flroyed by reaſon of the thackles and reſtraint to 


which we are ſubjected by the Roman Clergy. 
Ou; Churches, Schools, Printing-houſes, and Hoſ- 
pitals, laid waſte for many years, are ſtripped of 


the ſacred veſſels, the bells, and all their orna- 
N 3 ments; 
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ments; nay more than this, by the prohibition of te- 
bu:1ding and repairing them, they are all decayed, 
or entirely ruined. Confſequentiy, all liberty of 


Religion is overturned, and trodden under foot, 


by how much more eaſily every one is permitted 
to vex us with impunity, to grieve us, to com- 
mence ſuits againſt us, to turn our worſhip into 
ridicule, though intirely conformable to Chrittia- 
nity, to oblige us to pay for the permiſſion of 
adminiſtering the Sacraments, according to the 
arbitrary Tax, which the Romiſh Clergy, with a 


deſign to ruin us, have introduced. and eſt ab- 
liſhed in ſeveral provinces 5 while the Jews and 


Enemies of Chriſtianity are not even under re- 
ſtraint, with regard to all "theſe points. It 


would be too long, and even impoſſible, to re- 


preſent all theſe facts, or to cite all the examples 
of violence, which cry out for vengeance to 


Heaven. The Manifeſtos, made ar the time, on 
theſe heads, and the Depoſitions drawn up in almoſt 


all the Palatinates, Diſtricts, and Territories, are a 
proof of them. Not to mention ancient grievances 
let us only caſt our eyes on the unheard-of cruelties, 


exerciſed in our days by the Romiſh Clergy, and 
by the Clergy of the united Greeks. The voice of 


the Miniſter Moczulſki, who was killed in the mid- 


way or the public road in the year 1753, by the In- 
cumbent of Birze, named Rubowicz, pierces the 
Heavens, and cries for vengeance. Our hearts ſtill 


bleed for the unheard- of cruelties and blows, where- 
with a Dominican of Popiel murdered one of our 


Miniſters, named Jaugel, who was going on the 
high road to viſit a ſick perſon of his Communion, 


in the year 1762: And doth not the Hiſtory of 
Couno furniſh matter ſufficient to ſhock every 


thinking man? A Rector of a pariſh meeting 4 


corpſe that was carrying to the place of burial, 


allaulted 


actes eee 71 Wes, overturned the 


coffin in the ſt ta and on complaint being wade 


concernin oh ait, inſtead of juſtice, which 
ought. fo ave been done, the Members of the 
Diſſident ( Communion were deprived. of t heir 
ſchools, and their ſcholars were diſperſed. The 


atrociouſiels of . pf 1 59 7 0 which hap — 
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In effect, they could not extricate themſelves, or 
fave their lives any other way than by abjuring 
their Religion. 


All theſe facts f not ſoften the 1 


of our Fellow Citizens joined to the Romiſh Cler- 


y, whoſe ſpirit of perſecution, not ſatisfied with 


aving deprived us of our Churches and 7 | 


ſters, at laſt extended its attacks to the Laity, 


They began with the Burgeſſes in the royal Cities, 
whom they put under reſtraint, vexed, deprived 


of their effects, and denied them thoſe places i in the 
Magiſtracy, which belonged to them in part, ac- 
cording to the tenor of their privileges, if not 
altogether z and all this on account of a difference 
in Religion. At the time they were deprived of 
the right of Burgeſſes, their names were eraſed from 
the liſts of the trading companies, which, contri- 
butes, not a little, co the deſolation of our 
towns in Lithuania, and to the ruin of. all our 


manufactures. The whole nation ſees it, knows it, 
bears teſtimony to it. This contagian. of perſe- 


cution in the end reached us, who are Nobles and 
Citizens of the ſame Republic; although by right 
ot birth, and by virtue of the fundamental Laws, 

conventions, and E granted i in our favour, 


and 


7 
. 
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s 
and confirmed by the ſanction of oaths, (which 
ſerve as a baſis, being made by us and jointly 
with us,) we are admitted to an equality with the 
Roman Catholic Nobility, and conſequently have 
@ right, in common with them, to all prerogatives, 
| honours, and dignities; although we have never 
declined our affiſtance in the public neceſfſicies of 
the country, nor refuſed ſubmiſſion to impoſts 
and contributions, whenever it pleaſed the Paiati- 
nates; territories, or diſtricts, te levy them; al- 
though, laſtly, we have never departed from the 
fidelity owing tothe Kings our Maſters and the 
Republic, and have nothing wherewith to be re- 
proached, as to the principles of our faith, honour, 
and conſcience. This, however, has never been 

able to prevent the indiſcreet zeal of the Romiſh 
Clergy from caballing againſt us during the whole, 
courle of the laſt century, repreſenting us as a ſet of 
men dangerous'to the Republic, and blackening 
our characters to the nation; in order to engage it 
to reſtrain the rights, privileges and immunities 
of our fathers, with a view of reducing us, their 
children, to the moſt melancholy. fituation. Our 
manifeſtos, our memorials, our complair ts. when 
preſented to the Kings our Maſters and the Repub. 
lic, were neither received, nor examined into. Ehe 
receſſes of the General Diets of the Kingdom, 
made on theſe occaſions, are proofs of it. As a 
final blow, we were thrown into the loweſt i ignomi- 
ny. by being deprived of all power of acting, by the 
ſecret machinations and unjuſt cabals in the Diets 
and Dietines; we were excluded from the rights 
of legiſlation and juriſdiction; and we were de- 
prived of all the poſts annexed to the title of 
Nobility, and not to that of any Chriſtian church 
whatever; Contrary to the opinion of the moſt 
| ſenſible men, violence was done tothe Laws ofthe. 
Kingdom, and to Treaties with foreign Powers, the 


Guarantees 


„ ; RR . 
Gvarantees of our liberties, by expelling the Diffi⸗ 
dent Nuncios from the Chamber, ana forever 
ſhutting the door againſt them. 4 

This being done, nothing remained to binden 5 
the Nation from making, without our conſent, and 
againſt our inclinations, the woſt rigorous Laws, 
as were thoſe of 1717, 1733, 1736; forgetting 
the oath made by their anceſtors, which equally 
obliged them and their ſucceſſors to do us juttice, 
and preſerve our liberties. Reduced, by this arti- 
fic and ſtratagem, to our preſent unhappy ſitua- 
tion, we Diſſidents have never ceaſed to repreſent 
the wrongs and injuries that were done us. We 
have tried every means, that reſpec to the King "8 
and the Republic could dictate, to re-obtain what 1 
Vas torn from us, and what our anceſtors pur- 
chaſed, fo dearly, with their own blood. But un- 

happily, inſtead of being liſtened to, and having 
regard paid to our complaints and groans, our 
yole grew  weightier every day, and our calami- 
ties were laughed at, ſo that, in the midſt of the 
public proſperity, every one rejoiced, but thoſe who 

were born Diſſidents. As ſuch, we have never been 4 
able to obtain juſtice in any juriſdiction ; no injury | 
done to the Diſſidents has ever been redreſſed ; no 
ſatis faction has ever been made us in the leaſt mat- 
ter; whereby, throughout the country, every fami- 
ly is impoveriſhed, and reduced to the laſt extremi- 
ty. We, however, endured this unhappy ſituation 
for half a century, with the hopes of ſome relief ; 
when all at once, the laſt Diet of Convocation, in 
the year 1764, inſtead of rendering it more ſup- 
; 5:2. put the knife to our throats, by ng 1 

Sha us even the ſhadow of liberty that remained, = | 
and reducing us to a level with the populace. | 
| To. recover theſe rights and liberties, we, once 
more, ſet every Wheel! in massen at the laſt 9 

7 Diet 
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Diet of the Kingdom, by our requeſts to his Ma. 
jeſty, the Kigg, our moſt gracious Maſter, a 
Prince full of ſentiments of Juſtice and Compal 
ſion, to all the States aſſembled, with the repre- 
ſentation of our rights and privileges, and by in- 
treating them to ſuffer themſelves to be affected 
with our misfortunes. . Foreign Powers, as Gua- 
' rantees of Treaties, and of our Liberties, have 
likewiſe expoſtulated, with a view of bettering 
our unhappy lot. All this, however, has been 
rejected, and our laſt hope has vaniſhed, like all 
the others. What is ſtill worſe, the part, which theſe 
ſame foreign Powers ſeem to take therein, is i 
puted to us as a crime; we are threatened to 15 
treated as Perturbators, and, as ſuch, to be cite 
and Judged before the tribunals. Thus, without 
aid, without reſource, deſpiſed, vilified, and fluc- 
tuating between the fear of the urrgoſt evil, and 
the hope of relief, we,, manifeſt our caſe before 
God, the witneſs and judge of our innocence, in- 
tegrity, and purity of intention; before his Ma- 
jeſty the King, our moſt gracious Maſter; and 
before our dear Country ; , declaring that we enter 
into this Union with the ſingle and | ſole intention 
of ſuing for our rights, privileges, prerogatives, 
quality, and the ſecurity of our religion, honour, 
lite, and effects; being ready and reſolved to de- 
fend them, to the laſt drop of our blood. In vir- 
tue of public Treaties we call for the powerful 
protection of the Powers who are Guarantees of 
our rights and liberties; namely, of her Majeſty 
the Empreſs of all the Ruſſias, and of their Ma- 
Jelſties the Kings of Sweden, Great Britain, Pruſſia, 
and Denmark, and humbly entreattheſe Monarchs 
to be willing to protect us agreeable to the tenor 
6. reaties. Moreover, we declare before God, 
and in a the face of the whole univerſe, on the faith 
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of our conſcience, and love for our Country, that 
de do not take this ſtep to the detriment of the Ro- 
man Catholic Religion. On the contrary, we are 
willing it may be wholly preſerved, provided, in 
return, our rights be reſtored tous; neither againſt 
his Majeſty the King, our moſt gracious Maſter, 
happily reigning, for the maintenance of whoſe 
throne, authority, and high royal rights, we are 
and ever ſhall be ready to ſacrifice our lives and 
effects; neither, finally, againſt our brethren, and 
Fellow -Citizens, brought up in the love of juſtice 
and equity, whom we wiſh and pray to join them- 
ſelves, as good Patriots, to us; but ſolely againſt 
the infractors of the oaths of our anceſtors, con- 
cerning the rights of liberty and equality, conſe- 
quently againſt the Perturbators of the publie 
tranquillit y. FFF 
We likewiſe declare to our Fellow-Citizens and 
good Patriots of the Roman Communion, that 
wie are entirely diſpoſed to act in concert with 
them, concerning every thing that regards the ſe- 
curity of our common Laws, and of the liberty 
of conſcience of every individual. We invite 
them to join themſelves to us, to ſupport our re- 
ſpective and fundamental right. 
Far from hindering the Great Tribunal of Li- 
thuania, and all the other juriſdictions provincial 
and local, as well as thoſe of the Grods, from 
having their ordinary Courts, we promiſe to do 
no prejudice to their en and ſecurity. 
And with theſe views, we have choſen for Mar- 


mal of this Confederacy, his Excellency Mon- 


leur John de Konopnice Grabowſki, Major Ge- 
neral, and a Colonel of his Majeſty in the army 
of L.ithuania, having appointed Counſellors to 
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And that this Act of Confederacy may have 
more force and authenticity, we have — it 
with our own hands. 


FF Done at Sluck, the 
20th of March, 
: in the year F 707. 


[T hen follow the names f the  Confederati 
PM. 


#4. The 
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The MANIFESTO of the Diſlidents 


in Great Poland and Pruſſia, a- 

gainſt the Articles which the Epi- 
ſcopal College has publiſhed at 
the Diet, 8 


| TE N. Diſſident Nobility, and Inhabitants 
of the Kingdom of Poland, find ourſelves 
at the verge of our utmoſt misfortunes; which 
the prejudices and animoſities of one part of the 
| Inhabitants againſt the other, ſetting aſide all ſocial 
obligations, endeavour ſpeedily to bring upon us, 
to our manifeſt ruin and downfal. This proceeds 
ſo far, that as often as Diets have been held, ſince 
the fatal year 1717, ſo often has, alas! innocence 
been made the but of calumnys detraction, and 
; oppreſſion. . 

And as ſacred juſtice, founded as well on the 
divine I aws, as on our native rights, allows of no 
oppreſſion; we, who are worn out by continual 
perſecutions, do, in our afflictions, betake ourſelves 
to thoſe means which God and the Laws allow 
to thoſe that ſuffer innocently; and to which they 
are directed, as to an Aſylum, for their com- 
paints. Being thus deſtitute and overwhelmed 
with grief, ard depending entirely on this our 
righteous cauſe, we make this manifeſto before 
God, the witueſs of our hearts; and before the 
whole moſt ſerece Republic; and ſolemnly pro- 
teſt, that this our reſolution does not proceed from 
4 8 zeal or anger, but that we are forced 
thereunto, by the many accumulated injuries we 
have ſuffered; for inſtead of our hard circum- 
ſtance: being 1 in any manner bettered in the laſt 


et, 


Diet, we have been left in ſuch ſtreights, that all 
our hopes of our ſituation becoming more advan- 
tageous have been cut off; not to mention the 
bitter reproofs, and the intolerable reproaches, 
ſarcaſtical expreſſions, and ill- grounded imputati- 
ons that have, in public diſcourſes,“ been thrown 
out againſt us; with many loathſome repetitions. 
Under theſe preſſures, whereby our patience is 
brought to the loweſt ebb, we proteſt, in the firſt 
place, againſt this hard conſtitution, that bears 
the title of the Holy catholic faith, and we, in par- 
ticular, teſtify our juſt grief on account ot the un- 
common expreſſions that are made uſe of in this 
Conſtitution, viz. As we are willing intirely to 

ſecure the Catholic Faith, againſt the diſunited and 
Dilſſident,; as if we were not their fellow Citizens, 
but aliens and enemies to the Romiſh Religion; 

notwithſtanding it is now two hundred years that 
we Diſſidents have been the Inhabitants of this 
our mother Country; and we are not conſcious 
that we have, in any way, been undermining the 
Romiſh Religion; and hereby we openly declare 
our intention, for the future, carefully to avoid 
every thing that can be deemed inſidious towards 
it; as our wiſhes only tend to the reſtitution and 
maintenance of our original rights and immuni- 
ties, that have been granted us by the moſt illuſ- 
trious Monarchs, and this moſt ſerene Republic. 
We proteſt againſt the renovation and reaſſump- 
tion of all conſtitutions made in and fince the 
year 1717, that are contrary to the equality of 
the State, and antient rights ſecured to us by a 
ſolemn oath. 5 . 1 
We proteſt againſt thoſe articles ſꝶ that are, in an 
. 7 bobſcure 
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See the following Speeches of Numb. 1 and 2. f See 
Numb. 3. following. f See theſe Articles Numb. 4. 


1 
obſcure and equivocating manner, drawn up by 
the Archbiſhops and Biſhops for the free exerciſe 
of Religion, or, as they call them, for the peace- 
able uſe of it; as thoſe are contrary to the exer- 
ciſe of our Religion, as it was prackiſed in the 
foregoing century; and as they give no manner 
of ſecurity to the Diſſidents; ſince thereby a tole- 
ration is given and eſtabliſhed for the exerciſe of 
the Diſſident Religion, not in the manner the 
Laws require, and was granted by the whole Re- 
public, but only ſuch a one as is allowed of by 
the Clergy ; a toleration that is intirely dependent 
on their will and pleaſure, whereof only a copy 
is found in the great Chancery of the Crown, the 
original having been taken away, to make the ſup- 
preſſion of it the eaſier, in proceſs of tige. 
With a view to oppoſe ourſelves, on theſe and 
other grounds, to the violences that threaten us 
with a total ruia, we, by this manifeſto, proteſt 
againſt them, and demand, by virtue of antient 
rights, the abolition of the new conſtitutions, and 
that real peace which is ſecured to us by ſo many 
Laws of our Country. 1 


Done at Thorn, March 24, 1767. 


| H ere follow the Signatures. 
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Abtras From the SPEECH of the 
_ Biſhop of Cracovia, at the Diet 
1766, October the 11th, 


\ 


H E 8 after pointing out the method. 
be propoſes following in bis oration, and, after 
making ſundry remarks upon the Pacta Con- 
venta between the preſent King and the States of 
Poland, goes on thus: 

But, by aſecret permiſſion of thedivinejud gments, 
in the midſt of an univerſal peace without and 
within, we are ſurrounded by an unexpected moſt 
violent tempeſt, unknown in the hiſtories of former 
times: For behold the hand of our fellow Citizens 
detracting from the obedience due to the Conſti- 
tutions of the Republic, charging and accuſing, 
without convincing arguments, our ſenators and 
their legiſlators ; accuſing them of I know not 
what violences, perſecutions, aggravations and 
breaches made in their rights and liberties: carry- 
ing this charge, not before their King, not before 

the States of the Republic, not before the judges 
appointed in the realm to adminiſter juſtice to 
every one; but ſowing their complaints far beyond 
the limits of the Kingdom, and bringing, on their 
ſide, the help of their neighbours, by an expoſition 
of pretenſions falſly thrown out, bur never to be 
proved; and expoling the public perſons of the 
commonwealth to the threatnings of foreigners, 
and the whole mother country to immenſe afflicti- 
ons, perils, and calamities, now hanging over her. 
Of unhappy times, wherein children dare to 
accuſe, and even to threaten their own mother, 
before neighbours! that our Diſſidents in Religi- 


on 
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on are in reality ſuch children with reſpect to 
their mother country, the thin itlelf and do- 
cuments do openly and publick] y teltify; z which 
were I to be ſilent upon, I ſhould act the part of 
a traitor, and trample under foot the engagements 
I have entered into with God, my country, and with 
your Majeſty, by oath : I have God for my witneſs, | 
who is to judge us all, that as T have never per- 
ſecuted the Difſidents, ſo muſt I ſet myſelf againſt 
their extending their pretenſions beyond the li- 
mits that are ſet them by the Laws and Treaties: 
1 am not moved hereunto by a vindictive ſpirit, 
nor by a perſonal hatred againſt any one, nor 
by an intemperate zeal in Religion, but by the 
duty of a good Catholic, of a Biſhop, andof a Sena- 
tor, that is faithful to his country and King. As 
a Catholic, I learn from the Diffidents:themſelves 
the zeal in the faith of my anceſtors; for, if they 
dare propagate ſects that are only tolerated by x4 
why ſhould I be aſhamed or afraid to ſtand up i 
defence of Religion, in a free Kingdom, = a 
Religion that hath been the prevailing one, for 
the ſpace of eight centuries ? as a Biſhop, I am in 
conſcience indiſpenſibly bound to defend the flock 
of Chriſt againſt the infection of heretical doc- 
trines: As a Senator, I have ever preſent to my 
mind the oath whereby I am obliged to adviſe 
the Republic and your royal Majeſty to do what- 
_ ever is advantageous, and to ward off whatever 
is hurtful : But being convinced, by inconteſtible - 
reaſons, that unity in Religion is eſſentially uſeful 
to every well ordained Kingdom, whereas a mul- 
titucde of Religions enjoying the ſeme preroga- 
tives, liberty and power in the ſame Kingdom | is 
5 infinitely hurtful; J cannot, even in the laſt point, 
give my conſent to an increaſe of the liberties of 
the Diſſidents, without hurting my . 
an 
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4 withoull perfidiouſneſs to my j country and to 
"Jon royal Majeſty; 

Were J quite alone of this opinion; Sieb per 
able, d try would T with that freedom, ſo becoming a 
Biſhop in matters of Religion, and a Senator in 
- public matters of State, freely ſpeak what 1 
have juſt now declared; Did I, ay Peelent, tee the 
door opened, for the DiMdents," to the Senate, to 
the Conclave of the Deputies, and to the Tribu- 
nals; yet would I, with all my ſtrength, though 
trampled on, hinder their entrance: Were I, at 
this moment, to view heaps of ſtones ready for 
the erecting of new temples and oratories, and 
trenches made for laying the foundations (as it is 
rumoured ſuch preparations are actually making 
in this city) then, with my own body, would I fill 

up thoſe trenches, dug for laying theſe foundati- 
ons, and not ſaffer the corner ſtone to be laid any 
Where, but on my head: But as, at preſent, I ſee with 
veneration your royal Majeſty upon this throne; 
a Lord ſprung from Catholic anceſtors, bound by 
a ſolemn oath to defend the holy faith, and by 
his Letters univerſal animating the whole Nation 
to the defence of it; as the illuſtrious equeſtrian 
order, all the Palatinates, without exception, the 
different territories and diſtricts, by their dele- 
gates, and by ſentiments expreſſed in their in- 
ſtructions, burn with an eminent zeal for the pre- 
ſervation of the Religion of their anceſtors; how 


were it poſſible that I ſhould not alſo feel an - - 


increaſe of courage, good-will, virtue, and con- 
ſtancy, to repel the machinations of the Difſi- 
dents, who do intend, and urge a depreſſion of 
the antient Religion, * the Catholic Church in 
Poland? My opinion is ſupported by innumera- 

ble writings, conſiderations and letters, Which, 
by invincible aries, moſt evidently prove 
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the nullity of the principles: whereon the Diff: 
dents depend, and the vanity of the advantages 
they promiſe, as likewiſe the | inevitable damage 
and peril : of the Republic; ſhould they obtain 
what they wiſh for: But if theſe my opinions, 
thoughts, cares, and endeavours, concerningthe in- 
tegrity, the honour, and glory of the faith of our 
anceſtors, were contraty to the laws, or hurtful to 
our good Country; behold, I ſtand before vou, the 
Republic, collected in a body, compoſed of its 
three Orders; to your 22 judgment do I 
here ſubmit my perſon, ſecurity, honout, fortune, 
and all. If, on account of my zeal in Religion, 

deſerve to be expelled my Country, to be 

ript of my honours, and to be deprived of my 
income; all this I will cheerfully take, provided 
it be done by your legiſlatorial commands: But 
infinite thanks be to God, that I hve, and am con- 
verſant i in an orthodox Republic, a Republic that 

will not only not condemn me on account of m 
zeal for Religioneſtabliſhed by its own laws, but, 
a8 1 hope, will alſo compaſſionately weigh thoſe un- 
happy times. and circumflances,” 1 which thoſe 
are not ſafe; who dutifully, honeſtiy and uſefully 
do their beſt for their Faith, Church and Country; 
but are rather a mark for the anger: and hatred 
that is brought upon them from afar, by the 
pretenſions of the Diſſidents. 

Howbeit, as it is my ucdtiereble' advice" and 
opinion, that neither placeſof worſhip, nor any 
the very leaſt advantage ; in a word, that nothing 
more be allowed the Diſſidents, of whatever de- 
nomination. they be, than what the laſt prudent 
holy and juſt las enact; ſo do Þardently im- 
plore your royal Majeſty and the Aſſembly of the 
States, that not only thoſe very conſtitutions, that 
har ſacharto:s ns: 4 7 55 19 o the Wr i 

ents, 
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A be renewed by a freſh law; but likewiſe that 
| they be bound, ever after, to be ſilent about their 
lane and that the Republic may be no more 
iſturbed, and its tranquility be left entire. 
Moreover, there are natural rights that are 
quite clear, notorious, in every body 8 memory 
9 and mouth, and are repeated in innumerable 
writings, whereby the Diſſidents are circum- 
ſcribed, on which account I ſhall not alledge 
them kere intire; whoſoever has a deſire to know 
them, or doubts of their exiſtence, may look in- 
to the volumes of the laws of the Country, and 
there he will find under the year 1632, and 1648, 
a rule given to the Diſſidents, where, and in what 
manner, they are to pray; whereunto is ſubjoined 
: _ expreſſion, U, ergo non Jure: By Cuſtom, and 
not by Right: In the years 1717, 1733, 1736, 
; 1705 by the laws that are made in our time, or 
in our preſence, nothing elſe is promiſed to the 
Diſſidents, than the ſecurity of their perſons and 
fortunes. Let them not defend themſelves by 
Treaties, not by that of Oliva 1660, wherein the 
obſervance of our rights and cuſtoms is guarded, 
by the words, Secunduin leges Regni: According to 
#be laws of the Realm : Not by that of Grzymul- 
tow 1686, for let them ſtretch the interpretation | 
of thoſe Treaties everſomuch, they will never be 
able to aſſert the liberties and prerogatives which 
they now deſire; but rather be confounded by 
their own audaciouſneſs.* Hos | 
Let them acquizſce in a moderate and gracious 
toleration, which their Country has granted them 


by the laſt laws, and let them nor, in order to 


| ſupport their pretenſions, alledge the laws made 

under Sigiſmund Auguſtus, under Henry, Stephen, A 

Sigi/mund III. and thoſe chat were extorted in a 
Q 2 tumultuary . 


* See p. 20—24, p. 63 and 65. And RefleQions on the 
Affairs of the Diſſidents, p. 6—11, p- 1 517. 
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tumultuary way, by violence, in an intermediate 
time when chere was no King; nor are they able 
to produce ſuch Conſtitutions and Treaties, as 
grant them an entrance into the Senate, and into 
Offices; for if the Diſſidents are not ſatisfied 
with the laſt diſpoſitions made in relation to them 
by the Republic, and will lay hold of anterior 
ones, the Republick can, and ag in that caſe, 
by the way of retorſion, alledge ſtatutes and 
rights that are older than theſe unjuſt ones, where- 
by they defend themſelves : If, by their turbulent 
behaviour, they oblige the Republic to take re- 
fuge thereunto, they will not only not make their 
condition any ways the better, but alſo not be 
fuffered to remain in the ſame ſituation they now 
are in; Jer them remember thoſe laws that are yet 
extant in the codex of the laws of the realm, that 
have lain dormant through the indulgence of 
the Republic, but were never. repealed : : The 
laws of the year 1424, vol. 1. fol. 85, under the 
title Uladiſlaus Fagiello, and are in the following 
words: As we mult not paſs by with diſſimu- 
lation, but are urged on, by the perpetual inſti- 
e tutions of the divine laws, though we ſhould 
ce thereby expoſe ourſelves to all forts of dangers, 
to drive from our borders, and to overthrow, 
with the ſword, the peſtilential errors of here- 
« ties; which the wicked hearts of perverſe men 
e have broached, to the contempt af God, and 
< to the detriment and enervation of the chriſtian 
« faith, and to the detriment of the political 
60 eſtabliſhment, in order that thoſe, that are not 
« terrified by eccleſiaſtica] cenſures, may be pu- 


n niſhed by ſecular ſeverities. It has been en- 


« acted, that every one, who in our Kingdom of 
8 Poland and in the Countries ſubject unto us, 
« i; found to be a heretic, or ĩs infected with _— 

CC *-QF - 
* They 3 are repealed - fee pages 16 and 39. 
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r 
* or is ſuſpected of the ſame, or who is a favourer 
«to, or a director of them, ſhall be taken into 
e cuſtody by our Staroſts, Burgomaſters of Ci- 
4 ties, and others in office, and as an offender 
* apainſt the King's Majeſty ; and, according 
„ to the exigency of his exceſs, be puniſhed ; 
ac and whoſoever thus comes and enters our King- 
« dom, ſhall be apprehended, and examined by 
&« their ordinary; and moreover let it be public- 
« jy declared, that all their goods, moveable and 
&.;mmoveable, are confiſcated to our treaſury ; 
„ and let their offspring, whether male or fe- 
«© male, be cut off from all ſucceſſion and ho- 
6 nours; and let them never be admitted to any 
s dignity or honours ; but let them, with their 
“ fathers and progenitors, for ever remain, infa- 
« mous, nor let them beſides enjoy any privi- 
« Jedge of nobility or pre-eminence,” Pretty 
near the ſame is confirmed by the Confederacy of 
the ſpiritual and temporal Princes, againſt the 
obſtinate and heretics, 1438. vol, 1. fol. 140. : 
TL.et us remember the decree of Duke Januſſius, 
A. 1525. vol. 1. fol. 443. The moſt illuftri- 
< ous Lord Prince, wich his whole counſel, being 
<< willing entirely to eradicate, in his Dukedom, 
e trom among his ſubjects, the ſect of the Lu- 
„ therans and their falſe doctrine; as a true 
Prince of the Chriſtian Religion and Faith, be- 
<« ing deſirous, by virtue of his office, and by his 
e ducal authority, to provide in time, that his 
„ ſubje&ts may not be ſeduced from the orthodox 
« faith, and holy rites of the Roman Church, 
46 has thus decreed, conſtituted, and concluded. 
„That in the whole Dukedom of Ma'ovia, 
„ whether in the cities, towns, or in the viilages 
* thereunto belonging, more eſpecially in the 
* city of Warſaw, no perſon of whatever "_ 
= has P's Yate 5 


„ 3.8%: be 1 ; 
« and condition be found, that has any books in 
„His poſſeſſion, .in whatſoever language, that 
„ contain the falſe doctrine of Luther, or does 
read the ſame, or that confeſſes the falſe doc- 
«* trine of the Lutherans, or does preſume to 
« perfuade others to it; and_whoſoever ſhall be 
te jawfully convicted or proved to be of that ſect, 
«ſuch a perſon be put to death, and all the ef- 


„ fegs whatſoever, moveable or immoveable, he 


« is poſſeſſed of, be confiſcated and received into 
, ͥ 

The mouths of the Diſſidents ought ſurely to bo 
ſtopped by the laws that are here alleged, ſo as to 
be ſilent, inſtead of uttering. complaints againſt 
their Country; being thankful that it uſes them 
with ſo much clemency as they experience, in re- 

ſpect of the immunity of their perſons and goods; 


although they render themſelves unworthy of it, 


by the crime of treaſon, and bring upon them- 
ſelves the uſual puniſhment for ſuch a crime, by 
drawing to their cauſe the aſſiſtance of foreigners, 
which is expreſsly and ſeverely forbidden by the 
law of 1733, vol. 6. fol. 18 1. & Diſflidents 
I mightnow, and with juſtice, demand theexecuti- 
on of the lawjuſt mentioned; but knowing the cle. 
mency of the Republic, that is more inclined to 
pardon than to avenge, I myſelf intercede for 
them; that the guilt of the Diſſidents, which they 
have contracted by their preſent way of proceed- 
ing may, for the laſt time, be pardoned; but, that 
for the time to come, the rigours of the alledged 
law be not only renewed, but be likewiſe more 
ſtrengthened: This, the glory of an orthodox Re. 
public, and its ſo much wiſhed for tranquility, 
Fe 4 © #7 a pore op ne 
Moſt illuſtrious King, God | has | reſerved to 
your reign the glory of ſecuring the holy N 
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and the church for ever againſt the like machina - 
tions, as thoſe we experience at this time. 
Doubtleſs, in circumſtances like theſe, God grants 
fuch aſſiſtance and protection as is neceſſary to 
them that rule. Let your royal Majeſty magna- 
nimouſly caſt off the vain hope of an increaſe of 
people, and of artiſts, and of abundance that it is 
expected will ariſe from the liberties of the Diſſi- 
dents; for thoſe are but trifling, when compared 
with the loſs of the whole: Your royal Majeſty 
may, as in this caſe in France, Spain and Italy, 
become illuſtrious with a nation that is intireiy 
Catholic; and, by your wiſdom and government, 
make your Country rich, if it pleaſe God to bleſs 
your reign; and He then will ſurely bleſs it, if that 
Religion which you found untainted, upon your 
acceſſion to the throne, is likewiſe left, by you, to 
your ſucceſſors. untainted, and in nothing dimi- 
niſhed by the liberties of the Diſſidents: Let 
your royal Majeity do this on account of the 
glory which will. accrue. to you from the world, 
and in proſpect. of happineſs hereafter.  _ 
This your Majeſty may compaſs by the ſtrength 
of your wiſdom, and by a cloſe conjunction with 


| thoſe that ſtand up for the Diſſidents : As your 


great abilities enabled your Majeſty to take poſſeſ- 
ion of the throne when it was: vacant, and to 
unite your Country: when torn by domeſtic 
| broils, fois it likewiſe, and will it be, in the power 
of your Majeſty to avert the diſturbances that are 
meditated againſt the moſt holy Religion, 
If to this be added the univerſal conſent of the 
congregated States, Jet the following very modes 
rate ſcheme for the forming of the conſtitution, 
be, in the firſt place, ſubſcribed unto, by thoſe that 
are to be deputed to this buſineſs, I know this 
- ſubſcription. cannot be made at preſent; but then. 
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; by anticipating upon the univerſal conſent of the 
States, the moſt illuſtrious King may, by the 
Chancellor, make a declaration, that chis ſcheme, 
before any other matter ſhall be ſubſcribed to, be 
brought on the carpet. I inſiſt upon, and require, 
that. my ſenatorial ſpeech, which I have not as 
yer cloſed, may not be interrupted ; I ſhall con- 
tinue it after a diviſion has been made concerning 
this ſcheme, Siving this caution to the Marſha). 
that he do not give leave to any body to ſpeak, 
before I have finiſhed. And therefore I now 
read to you this ſcheme. : 8 , * 


SECURITY or Tur FAITH. 


: REO 450 rous that our boly Roman Catholic Faith, 
which hath been for many ages paſt predominant in 
our realm, be eſtabliſhed on the firmeſt foundations; 
wwe do promiſe, and ſettle as an eternal law, that no 
Citizen, of whatſoever ſtate or condition, do pre- 
ſume, in this or any future Diets, on any title and 
pretence whatſoever, to make, in behalf of the 
Diffdents from the Roman Catholic Faith, any 
propoſition relating to Religion, without rendering 
himſelf liable to the puniſhment of a public defrauder, 
and to the confiſcation of goods; ; and in this matter 
we reaſſume all old laws. 
Let the moſt illuſtrious States g give ſentence | in 
this matter. 
Upon this the hols Senate and e of the 
equeſtrian order, repeated all together, ſeveral times, 
nem. con. with a loud voice; We give our conſent, 
we give our Led 3 we proy this Scheme be ad- 
mitted. 
The moſh. iNuprious Hike in his ſpeech, praifi ng 
the zeal of the Prince Biſhops of Cracovia, gave the 
Place of Head ä of the Realm fo Prince 


Lobomir fri. EO 
When 
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When this ceremony was over, the Prince Biſbep 
rnd bit Oration in theſe words : 
ontinping my Speech, I begin by congratu- 
lating the moſt illuſtrious Marſhal, on account 
of the favour beſtowed on him by the King, by 
delivering to him the ſtaff of Great Marſhal of 
the Realm, as an acknowledgement of his illuſ. 
trious deſcent, accompanied with great accom- 
pliſnments. I wiſh that he may: ergy: this honour 
* the lateſt years. Ge 
I cannot forbear exprefſ ing. my particular j joy; 
a joy, I muſt freely confeſs, fo exquiſite, that I 
never felt the like in all my life: for I ſee the 
eminent zeal of the congregated States, in reſpe& - 
to the faith; its approbation by the moſt illuſ- 
trious King; for which I do give Him moſt hum- 
ble thanks; and thus alſo do I fee the Conſtitu- 
Yon ſecured. | 
Yeſterday the Church colehrared the A 
fry of the Victory over the Turks, near Chocim, 
in * by Sigiſmund III. to-day I have the ho- 
nour of wiſhing joy to the moſt illuſtrious States, 
on account of the Victory over che Diſſidents. 


2 Ke remaining part of the Biſhop? s Oration we. 
Save Juppreſſed, as 10 es almoſt ſolely to gas 
_—_— e 
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n. Extras Tom the SP E E c H of 


the Teri N eien at the Diet, 
Bn 
B UT EY ! FER — 15 8 gold. "0? 
; come dim, and the beſt colour changed, 
Lam. i iv. 1. How do I, when almoſt at the end 
of my Legation, ſee a tempeſt ariſe ! what clouds 
darken this Poliſh Heaven! what waves do 
| now caft to and fro this little ſhip of Peter! 
_ © Moſt illuſtrious King, ye wiſeſt Laiwgivers, 
horror ſeizes on my ſoul, - my mind is indeed ter- 
rified, and ſhrinks back, as often as I conſider 
with myſelf, that heterodox men, that are not 
only uſed by you in the civileſt manner, that are 
brought up in your own ' boſom, that are pro- 
rected under the ſhadow of your wings, and are 
bound to you by the greateſt benefits; that ſuch 
men, I ſay, ſhould, in the preſent juncture, un- 
dertake things that are new, turn every thing up- 
ſide down, and, conſpiring to the open detriment 
of Religion, do openly ſollicit the aſſiſtance 
of Foreigners, in order to attain whatever they 
deſire. Now, how do you think our moſt bleſſed 
Father, Clement XIII. who has ſo great a regard 
for the Poliſh name, muſt have been affected, 
when he heard theſe things? I can with ſincerity 
aſſure you, that when this ſupreme Paſtor of the 
whole Church heard theſe ſorrowful news, he was 
to that degree firuck with grief, that his paternal 
bowels never experienced any thing ſo bitter be- 
fore; in conſequence whereof, I have his expreſs _ 
commands, to defend the true Religion (now -w 
brought into ſuch imminent peril) with the great- 
eſt earnefineſs; and to the utmoſt of my power; and 
to recommend the ſame to "ou. all, in the ſtrongeſt x 
manner. 


2 — | 
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5 ELELEEELS 


N * | Tt then the band of the Lord Ae with 
hou ? (Iſaiah J. 2. ) Take courage, put on the armour 
of God, (Eph. vi. 2.) Believe me, our whole is 
ar ſtake : the Diſſidents inſiſt upon being on the 
ſame footing with the Catholics in this Kingdom: 
they endeavour to ſit with you in this Senate: they 
do their utmoſt to lay hold of the offices, ho- 
nours, and dignities of .the Republic; and they 
contend, that a free exerciſe of Religion, how- 
ever deſpicable it be, ſhould be permitted them: 
they would fain recal thoſe diſſolute times of Si- 
giſmund Auguſtus, which ought to be blotted out 
of your Annals, and recommend the fame to your 
poſterity as a pattern worthy of imitation, Pray! 
What can be deviſed that is more peraicious, than 
_ thoſe late Petitions of the Diſſidents? But why 
do I call them Petitions ? You have already heard, 
in the beginning of this Speech, that they do not 
proceed in the way of petitioning in a humble 
manner, but are for ſtirring up the greateſt com- 
Motions, and that they deal with you in an impe- 
rious manner. For theſe Adverſaries of the Ca- 
tholic Religion leave no ſtone unturned, and leave 


© Nothing undone, that they may fully obtain what 


they ſo « earneſtly wiſh for. I do now fay, that in 
caſe they find you eaſy, timorous, overcautious, 
and unſteady in your purpoſe, ſo far as to give 
them an opportunity to bring over your votes to 

their ſide, by fair or unfair means; woe be to 
you! woe be to your children! woe be to your 
poſterity ! Beware, for God's ſake beware, you 
do not imagine that the majeſty of the Catholic or 


| eſtabliſhed Religion can any longer ſubſiſt, if you 


| open the door to Luther, to Calvin, and the reſt 
of the leaders of the heterodoxy; for methinks I 


5 ſee that all the holy inſtitutions of former times 
N eee eee will 
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will be Heller aboliſhed by force, or defiled and 
_ polluted by the ſcandal Fa new rites z which, we 
find, has fatally happened in other European 
Countries, which I have no need to mention, 
though perhaps the W of the diſeaſe were 
leſs couſiderabſe. 4 WW 0 
_ "Run Behude that g⁰ ande in a mot Wers 

ble manner from the right road of the faith, being 


led aſtray by contrary perſuaſions, and entangled © 
in various externals of worſhip. To be ſhort : 
Methinks I already fee, upon theſe your ſeats, 
new men, who, though they labour under the 


_ prejudices of falſe doctrines, are yet powerful on 


account of their good ſenſe, their riches, and ex- 


perience ; who, being lifted up by an intemperance 
of fortune and audaciouſneſs, will not ſcruple, 


not only to infringe or abrogate the rights that 


favour the Catholics, but alfo, in proceſs of time, 
ſeek the road that leads to the Crown. But were 


the ambition of the Diflidents; ſetting aſide this 
moſt odious equality, to appear to proceed in a 


more moderate way, I ſay, Take heed! take 
| heed! and be watchful that the purity of your 
Religion do not undergo the leaft ſtain; for you 


know, full well, how pure, how holy, and How 


unſpotted it is; and laſtly, how averſe it is to all 
fellowſhip with any forbidden worſhips. On this 
account you muſt take a reſolution, not only to 
baniſh, with all your might, from your King- 


dom, the public exerciſe of the condemned Reli- 


gions, but hkewiſe to forbid the Diſſidents being 


allowed thoſe private houſes of worſhip they call 
Oratories. For, I pray you, what is the con- 
ceſſion of thoſe Oratories, but an entire violation 


of the Catholic Religion, and of the Laws it has 
preſcribed? To permit the heterodox Miniſters 
to preach their ſermons from the pulpit, what is 
it c QUE giving them e to inſinuate their falſe 
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doctrine in a more effectual way? on which ac- 
count their hearers muſt alſo become more ardently 
in love with error, and grow more obſtinate 1 
the truth: to permit them the profane celebration 
of the Lord's ſupper, as they call it; what is ig 
alſo but enticing their Miniſters to deffle, ma 
mimic manner, the myſtery of the moſt holy | 
Euchariſt ? Take heed therefore, I lay it again, 
and for the third time, Take heed, and be watchs 
ful! and conſider this well; that your Religion 
not only diſproves bad actions, but alſo condemns 
all perſons, that, any ways, give an occaſion to ; 
their being perpetrated ; that it abominates, not 
only the various Sects of the Diſſidents, but like- 
wiſe, without diſtinction, all thoſe that do favour 
them, though they are brought thereunto, not by 
an intimate perſuaſion of error, and a delight 
therein, but by other human motives : Pray, my 
brethren, do not this evil, (Gen. xix. 6.) Beſides 
this, ſhould theſe Oratories be allowed by you, 
which God forbid, do you think that on that ac- 
count the Diffidents would uſe ſuch moderation, 
as that they would aſk for nothing more in time to 
come? Any one of you that believes this is 
groſly miſtaken, and does not ſufficiently know 
the diſpoſition of thoſe ſubtle men: I therefore, for 
this very reaſon, am of opinion, that nothing 
ſhould be allowed to the Diſſidents; becauſe, if 
you grant them but one thing to-day,, you will 
ſee that the Diſſidents never will have done with 
aſking; for, having once had experience of your 
eaſy diſpoſition, and being furniſhed with new. "od 
Auxiliaries, they will return, with more briſkn@ = 
to overpower you; and they will imagine cas 
they have got nothing, fo long as any thing r re- 
mains for them to get. 


* # * * * * # „ 


3 .. However. 
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FIN, Lipwerer, Jet it be Wand that from 
chi liberty in Religion an evident benefit may be 
derived to your temporal circumſtances, would 
you from thence conclude, that the gaining of 
immortal life is leſs to be valued, than emolu- 
ments that periſh ? I bat profit is it io a man, if 
be ſhould gain the whole ms and Hſe oy wm 
4 * 5 (Matth, xvi. 26. ) 
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in. CONSTITUTION of M Diet, 


1766, entitled, The poly Roman 
Catholic Faith. 


s we are willing entirely to ſecure our holy 
Roman Catholic Faith, againſt the Diſſi- 
dents and Diſunited; We, on that account, do 
confirm and re- aſſume, in all their parts, all the 
laws of our Mother Country: for inſtance, thoſe 
of the years 1717, 1733, and 1736. But, in 
Particular, the Law of the laſt Diet of Convoca- 
tion, 1764, with the penalties to be inflicted on 


the tranſgreſſors, of whatever ſtate and condition 
they be. 1 


co 3 


IV.” Nricrus Alwe by the 
BY ae College, to the Diſuni- 
ted of the Greek Wee 
1 nd the Diſſidents, ., 7 


* 


r. 18. allowed! to the "td TIE 5 
the ifhdents, | he in thoſe places, where 
1 cong regations. are : lawfully eſtabliſhed, _— | 
do rei . in the peaceable exerciſe and uſe al 
PE eremonies, according to the Toleration 
granted them by the Laws of the Kingdom; and 
that, in, thoſe places, they be nat diſturbed, by 
any body, in the performance of theſe Sn 
nies. 
II. That the Places of wortip, belonging to 
the diſunited Greeks and the Diſſidents, that are 


not deſerted by them, or given up freely by their 


4 going over to the Roman Catholic faich, or by a 
Judicial ſentence taken from them, but only g go- 
verned by them, according to the Conſtitution of 
1632 and 1717, may be repaired by them, and 


put in a better condition, with the conſent of the 


Ordinaries of the place, to be obtained without 
reward, but with this proviſo, that they do not 
inlarge the form of the old building : and let the 
moſt illuſtrious Arcubiſhops and Biſhops be watch- 

fol i in this caſe. _ 

III. That the Ordinaries of the place 40 allow 
4nd aſſign unto them ſuch a ſpot of ground as is 


uſual, and ſurrounded with a fence,- whereloever 


they have their Churches, for the burying of the 

dead; which are, however, to be carried there 
without any. folemnity, except in thoſe places 
_ where they have been | in the poſſeſſion of this ſo- 
: Kemunity's by: gle = 


iv. that, by the conſent of the © N 


artes of 
che place, it be permitted them, according as it 
is allowed by the Re, to build, cloſe to their re- 
ſpective churches, houſes for the Preſpyters o 

the diſunited Greeks, and for the Miniſters of the 
Diſmdents, on their own ground. Moreover, 
they may alfo, when they have no congr egations, 


according to the tenor of the Conſtitutio: ns of | 


1717, perform their devotions in private, in their 
own houſes, with modeſty, provided it be done 
without erecting Conventic by” 

V. That the diſunited Preſbyters, and their 

Eccleſiaft cal Communities, in whatever cauſes, 
be judged in the Realm, according to the expreſs 
Laws of the Kingdom: But that the preaching 

Diſſidents be retpeAlively preferved in their 
Rights, concerning the Tribunal allowed them, 

5. the Conſtitution of 16322. 

VI. That the pleadings, concerning the Funds 
of the Churches of the diſunited Greeks and tbe 

Diſſidents, be brought to the Tribunal appointed 
by the laws of the Kingdom. 
VII. That the diſunited Peers and the 
preaching Diſſidents do contribute their ſhare in 
all the expences of the Republic, Sn to 
ancient regulations and rights. 

VIII. L hat the heirs, who have a right of pre- 
ſentation to the Churches of the diſunited . 

do not exact money for their preſentations, and do 

not remove the preſent poſſcſſors, without the 
concurrence of the uſual Magiſtrate. 

IX. It is permitted ro the Preſbyters of the diſ- 
united Greeks to baptize without hindrance in 
their Pariſhes, to celebrate the rites of matrimo- 
ny, and to bury, according to the practice of the 

tolerated Religions. It is alſo permitted to the 

Preachers of the Diſſidents, in thoſe places where, 


by 
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by ria have their Churches, to baptize, wid 
to bury th their dead; provided they pay, in due pro- 
portion, tae ſurplice fees belonging to the Incum- 
bents of Pariſhes. However, in order that in this 
point there may be no colluſions, and that all abuſes 


may be taken away, which are, in this reſpect, too 


yy . 


common; ſuch as new year's gifts and monies for 
certificates of pretended Eaſter confeſſions: the 
College of Biſhops ſhall, by their circular letters, 
inhibit and ordain, chat, under the title of ſur- 
2 fees, nothing more ſhall be demanded of the 
iſſidents, than what the tax of the ſame rights 
requires of the Roman Catholics; with this re- 
ſtriction however, that thereby, the antient com- 
pacts that are lawfully made, or reſpeCtively come 
Poſed for future times, be not aboliſhed. by” 
All that is contained in theſe Articles, the 
College of Biſhops doth promiſe to preſerve en- 
tire to the diſunited Greeks and to the Diſſidents; 
and they will, by their circular letters, command 
and enjoin the diligent obſervation of them to the 
Officials, Deacons, and Parochial, of their ſeve- 
ral diſtricts. 
Given at Warſaw, the 29th of November, 
Anno Domini, 1766. 


Ve; RexLECT IONS on theſe Articles, 


p ; 


TT would be too extenſive £ a taſk to point out all 
the ambiguities that occur in every line of theſe 
Articles. They ſcem, at firſt ſight, ro be favour- 
able to the Difſidents ; but when we ſtrictly weigh 
every word, and the many reſtrictions they abound 


with, it will be found, that no ſtreſs whatſoever 


can be laid upon ſuch ambiguous expreſſions; and 


that wherever ſomething ſrems to be promiſed, 
there 


. 
there always lies a ſecret venom at the bottom. 
| The biſhops make a ſhew of. having allowed pri- 
vileges' to the Diſſidents, when, at the ſame time, 
they either limit theſe privileges, or quite take 
them away, in ſeveral places, where they ſtill en- 
Joy them. The popiſh Nuncio, and the biſhops, . 
would make the. world believe, that the Romiſh 
Church, in Poland, is in danger from the Diſſi- 
dents; when in reality, thoſe very Diſſidents aim at 
nothing but their own preſervation, and are them- 
ſelves, on the contrary, threatened to be entirely 
oppreſſed, and brought under the yoke of that 
very clergy, who-under the diſguiſe of friendſhip, . 
_ endeavour to give them a mortal wound, as Joab 
did to Abner. The unprejudiced reader will there- 
fore judge, whether the Diſſidents have not the 
moſt juſt reaſons to complain, and to apply, on 
this particular occaſion, to the Guarantees of the 
Peace of Oliva ; which is, and ought to be, the 
ſtandard of the religious conſtitution in Poland. 


FINIS. 
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